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Weekly Newsletter Number 29 – 10th May 2019 – Week B 
Next week (from Monday 13th May 2019) is Week A 

 
Today we held our final assembly and celebration mass for our Year 11 students to mark the formal end 
of their GCSE studies prior to the intense period of examinations due to start next Monday. It has been a 
privilege to work and support these young people, most of who have been with us since Year 7 and I look 
forward to seeing many of them return to continue their studies with us in our Sixth Form. Over the past 
five years, we have remained committed to provide a special place for your children to learn and thrive as 
individuals by developing their spiritual understanding, academic excellence and the personal qualities 
that will define their character for years to come. I hope that they feel proud of who they have become and 
are ready for the next stage of their development. We know our work with these young adults will continue 
to grow and influence them in the years that lie ahead. They have been an inspiration to us all and we 
wish them every success in the future, wherever it may take them.  
 
The public examinations which formally begin next week will provide our students with an opportunity to 
demonstrate their academic prowess, but this period will also undoubtedly present other unusual 
challenging situations due to the very nature of examinations. We know that preparation is the key to 
success in exams; however, it is always a time of increased anxiety for students (and parents) but it is 
important to also remember that it is those who are able to remain calm and focused under exam conditions 
who are more likely to be successful. Staff will continue to make themselves available to support students 
throughout the examination period. Our prayers will be with all our students who are undertaking public 
examinations in the coming weeks.  
 
Student Safety 
 
I have brought to your attention on many previous occasions the need for our students to be vigilant and 
mindful of their own safety as they travel to and from school, particularly on the very busy roads around St 
Joan’s. Earlier this week one of our lower school students was involved in a road traffic accident whilst 
attempting to run across the road outside of school having chosen not to use the public crossing point that 
we direct students towards from the school gate. Fortunately, the student did not sustain any serious 
injuries, but this does highlight the need for all students to act responsibly not just for their own safety, but 
also for the safety of other road users. 
 
Year 7 Poetry Competition 
 
It was a delight to attend our first ever, ‘The Battle of the Stanzas’ which took 
place on Thursday evening. Every Year 7 tutor group brought to life a 

selected piece of poetry that they have been 
studying for the past three weeks. A packed 
hall of guests were treated to eight expressive 
works which delighted all who attended. I 
would like to congratulate all the Year 7 
students on their presentations and thank the 
English Department for organising this terrific evening and to 7 Bede who 
were selected to have given the winning presentation.  

 



 
All Saints Catholic Academy Trust Company Number: 7943555   Registered Office: High Street, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 1HG 

 

National Portrait Gallery’s ‘Only Human’ competition.  
  
I was delighted to be informed recently that one of our Sixth Form students, Maddie Metcalfe, made the 
shortlist of 14 photographs in the school’s category with her photograph ‘Believe in Britain’. Unfortunately, 
although her entry progressed to the final selection, Maddie’s entry was not selected as the winning 
photograph. This is still an amazing achievement for a National competition. 
 
Amazon Web Services App competition 

 

Six of our Year 8 students got the opportunity to take part in the first ever Amazon Web Services App 

competition. This was a project that started in September 2018. 

During the course of the project students attended a Bootcamp at 

the Amazon Headquarters in Shoreditch and then presented their 

Web Application ideas to our designated Amazon ambassador. 

This culminated with a trip on Wednesday 8th to the Amazon Web 

Services Get IT Programme Summit at The London Excel Centre. 

Our students were fantastic and received excellent feedback on 

their APP concepts. 

 
Year 8 Mufti Day 
  
Next Friday, 17th May Year 8 students will hold a MUFTI day to raise funds for the Udayan project. 
 
Wishing you all the very best for the week ahead. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher 
 

 


