
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 3 – 21st September 2018 – Week A 
Next week (Monday 24th September 2018) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
We are fast approaching our Open Evening / Morning for prospective parents and their children. The Open Evening 
takes place between 6:00 – 9:00 pm on Thursday 4th October and Open Morning is on Friday 5th October. As mentioned 
last week, on Open Day and other days during the academic year when the school is required to close early to facilitate 
other events, we use our ‘accelerated timetable’, which ensures students still get access to all their lessons and lunch 
before an early closure at 2:00 pm to enable the school to prepare for these significant events.  
 
All students are expected to be available to help at Open Evening either by giving tours to parents (usually by Sixth Form 
or Year 11) or working in designated subject areas. For ‘Open Morning’ where parents can view the school in operation 
on a normal school day (or as close to a normal working day whilst also having a large number of visitors on the school 
site), all Year 7, 8 and 9 students are required to be in school as normal in full school uniform. Year 10, 11 and Sixth 
Form students are not required to be in school although some may be requested to help with tours for parents or to 
participate in specific ‘Master Classes’ for their subject and they will be notified individually. The remainder of Year 10, 
11 and Sixth Form students will have an academic study day. Teachers will either set work in advance or use ‘Show My 
Homework’ to post information on work to be undertaken. School will close after ‘Open Morning’ has finished at           
12:30 pm (the Café will be open before school and at break but not for lunch service). Parking will not be available on 
the school site during Open Evening or Open Morning and I would request that parents and visitors use one of the local 
car parks that are within a short walk of the school.  
 
Details of admission criteria to St Joan’s are available via our school website where copies of the Supplementary 
Information Form (SIF) can be downloaded. All applicants must also complete their Local Authority Application Form to 
be considered for a place at the school for September 2019 and the deadline for applications is 31st October 2018. 
Please be aware that this deadline falls within our half term break (which is also different to several other local 
authorities as mentioned last week) and as the school office is closed during the half term, it will not be possible to 
receive applications on Monday 29th, Tuesday 30th or Wednesday 31st October. Therefore if you, or someone you know 
is submitting an application we request that every attempt is made to have the completed application / supplementary 
information form returned to the school office by 4:00 pm on Friday 26th October. 
 
I would also like to draw to the attention of all our Year 11 and Year 10 parents that our Sixth Form Exhibition Evening 
takes place on Thursday 22nd November between 6:00 – 8:00 pm. Current Year 11 and Year 10 students (those already 
attending St Joan’s and others who may not yet be attending our school), will be able to find out about both the A level 
courses and a new Technical Level 3 pathway we will have on offer for students from September 2019. Students will 
receive information and advice prior to the evening through PSHEE sessions and assemblies, whilst on the evening 
itself most of the time is dedicated to allowing students to talk directly with subject teachers and students currently 
studying the subjects. 
 
This is a time of year when we always have a lot of visitors to the school, not just for admissions but also for many other 
reasons and first impressions are very important. Can I ask you to ensure that all children remember to wear their school 
uniform correctly and with pride. It is equally important that behaviour and personal standards are impeccable at all 
times, not only whilst at school but also when students are travelling to school in the morning or returning home in the 
evening.  
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Year 7 students have been undertaking their initial class retreats as part of their induction to St Joan’s and I would like to 
thank Deacon Liam Lynch for facilitating these. These retreats have helped the new form groups get to know each other 
better and help to understand themselves, their qualities and how they can best put them to use in our school 
community.  
 
Next Friday, 28th September, the Sixth Form will lead a 
Macmillan Coffee Morning and cake sale in support of 
the Macmillan Cancer Trust and I know that students in 
several year groups have also offered to bake cakes to 
sell on the day. Macmillan Cancer Trust is a terrific 
charity who do incredible work with and for people when 
they are in most need of help, support and care. Please 
remind your children to bring in some money on Friday 
to buy items to support this truly worthy cause.  
 
Please remember that next Thursday, 27th September, the school is closed for staff training and students are not 
required to attend school.  
 

St Joan’s is supportive of healthy schools and we like the idea of our students cycling to school which contributes to a 

healthy schools agenda. We currently have about 15 students, all boys, who cycle to school every day through rush 

hour traffic. Some do wear helmets but many do not and this is a cause of concern to the school. I am sure that all 

parents would agree that the safety of the students on the journey to school is our number one priority. To this end I 

would appreciate it if parents of students who cycle to school would purchase a helmet for the students to wear to and 

from school. I also understand that some of our middle year boys may resist this action, but we need to work together to 
ensure that we make decisions for the welfare of these reluctant helmet wearers to keep them safe.  The school 

currently does not have a policy on this issue but Mr Doyle is looking into what can be a reasonable set of proposals to 

ensure the safety of our cyclists. 
 
 
Our first PFA event of the year, the ever popular, ‘Comedy Evening’, takes place on Saturday 13th 
October with a terrific line up of comedy acts.  
 
Tickets are starting to sell fast so if you wish to attend please book your tickets as soon as possible. 
Details of the event can be found on the attached poster or via the PFA Facebook page. 
 
 

With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
 

 


