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Weekly Newsletter Number 31 – 24th May 2019 – Week B 
First week back after the half term break (from Monday 3rd June 2019) is Week A 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
As we reach the end of another very busy half term, I would like to update you on the progress that has been 
made regarding the refurbishment of our Science and Hall block. We were fortunate enough to secure a 
substantial grant from the DfE to completely renovate the building over two years ago and the DfE, Project 
Management Team and Architects have now completed all their due diligence and procurement requirements 
to be able to start some of the pre-contract works. This means that during the second half of the summer term, 
students will be aware of contractors being on site to demolish and remove our very old set of mobile classrooms 
(which are currently unused) that stand behind our maths block. This area will be used to install temporary 
classrooms to house our science department whilst the works are carried out on their current facilities. As the 
work will also mean some car parking space is lost, the contractors will install some additional temporary car 
parking close to the 3G Sport Pitch. The initial work taking place during the summer term should cause minimal 
disruption to the normal running of the school day and timetable although we will be speaking with the students 
after half term regarding movement and safety around school whilst these works take place. Once we have the 
final planning meeting with contactors after half term, I will be able to give you more details on the extensive 
works which are scheduled to take place between August 2019 and July 2020. This is fantastic news to know 
that we are finally going to be able to upgrade our science facilities for the students and I know they will benefit 
greatly from this refurbishment.  
 
I would also like to draw your attention to some recent communications from school to home, particularly 
attendance and behaviour. We are very proud of our record and expectations for both of these areas, but we 
are also aware that we should not be complacent. Mrs O’Hanlon has brought to your attention concerns that 
involve a growing number of students who frequently miss odd days from school without a valid reason. This is 
simply not acceptable, and students should only ever be absent for severe illness. Mrs Gammage has also 
communicated details of our updated Behaviour Policy and again I would particularly wish to draw your attention 
to the section regarding the use of mobile phones and should a student be abusing this, the phone will be  
confiscated and a parent will be required to collect it from the school office. It will not be returned to the student.  
 
On the matter of behaviour, as I have already mentioned we are very proud of the very high standards the vast 
majority of our students display and expect to see from others. However, I am concerned that in recent weeks 
I have had several complaints from members of the public who have been travelling on the train at the same 
time as our students. When our students are away from the school, they then become the public face of St 
Joan’s and people will make judgements about us on what they see and hear of our students. The recent 
complaints have identified students of all ages and what they are often most concerned about is the lack of 
respect and sometimes rudeness displayed to the members of the public when they have challenged our 
students about their conduct. We have always had a very positive relationship with the British Transport Police 
who regularly present safety assemblies to students regarding safe travel etc and so we have asked them to 
focus some additional patrols on the services our students are most likely to use and they have asked me to 
warn you that they will take action within their jurisdiction for any incident of poor behaviour on public transport. 
If your child does use the train to access school I would ask that you have an honest conversation with them 
and help us ensure that the expectations we have for the behaviour of our students is upheld at all times. 
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Please remember that at the end of the first week back after half term, on Friday 7th June, we will host our 
annual Sports day at the Woodside Athletics Stadium in Garston, Watford. Please refer to the letter issued from 
the PE department for more details.  
 
Years 7, 8 and 9 Assessments will commence after half term between Monday 3rd June and continuing until 
Friday 14th June (which is a normal teaching day with school ending at 3:25pm). Please remember that Mr 
Woollatt has placed revision topics and exam timetables for all year groups on the school website to help your 
children prepare;  
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/821/assessment-fortnight-2019 
 
As part of ‘British Science Week’ earlier this year, the Science Department held several activities for lower 

school students to engage with and celebrate this event. The British Science Association ran a poster 

competition as part of Science Week, and we invited our Year 7 and 8 students to participate. The Science 

Department received an incredible number of entries which was fantastic to see from which 5 finalists were 

selected. The winners and runners up of our school selection will be presented in assemblies after half-term 

(and I would like to acknowledge and thank the PFA who have sponsored the prizes). 

Science Week Poster Competition 

 Winner Year 7: Abigail Wickens 

 Winner Year 8: Aaron Garcia 

 Runners up: Aiden de Souza, Kelly Ortiz, Ciaran Devine 

 Most creative entry: Sandra Tylec 

 Form with most entries Year 7: 7 Clare 

 Form with most entries Year 8: 8 Theresa 
 

There are two key PFA events approaching in the last half term of the summer. The ‘Party in the Arc’ takes 

place on the afternoon of Saturday 29th June and is a major fundraising event for the PFA. Please lend your 

support for the day, either by offering to help, contributing towards the event, or by turning up on the day and 

simply enjoying the festivities. If you can offer your services please contact the PFA directly via 

pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk Updates can also be found via their Facebook page or Twitter account @JOA_PFA 

The following week, the PFA will host their annual golf day which will take place this year at one of the oldest 
parkland courses in Hertfordshire - Bushey Hall Golf Club – ( https://www.busheyhallgolfclub.co.uk ) on Friday 
5th July.  The day will start at 9:30 am with breakfast and the fist ‘Tee Off’ will be 10:30 am followed by a buffet 
and prizes at 2:30 pm. The cost for the event is £55 per player and you are invited to make up a group of 3 or 
4 players or enter as an individual and the PFA will place you in a team for the day. For more details please 
see the attached flyer or contact Martin Milburn via martin.milburn@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Wishing you all the very best for the half term week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher 
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