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Weekly Newsletter Number 32 – 10th June 2019 – Week B 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Despite some very poor weather and conditions that were not ideal for athletics, we were still able to stage 
our annual Sports Day at the Woodside Athletics Stadium. I would like to express my thanks to all the 
members of staff who made this possible, many of whom endured standing out in the rain measuring or 
timing events for most of the day, and in particular the PE staff who managed to overcome all the challenges 
the weather provided and still provide an excellent level of competition and fun for our students. The results 
will be announced during Year Assemblies this week to the students - for whom I must reserve my final vote 
of thanks. Their fantastic attitude and determination to compete, participate and enjoy the event, despite the 
weather, made this a very special day, congratulations and well done for your resilience and success.  
 
Please remember that internal assessments will continue this week for students in Years 7, 8 and 9. Revision 
topics and exam timetables for all year groups are available on the school website to help your children 
prepare: http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/821/assessment-fortnight-2019 
 
I would again like to draw to the attention of parents who drop their children off at or near the school by car, to 
be very aware of our local residents when parking and picking children up. One of the reasons senior staff are 
on duty at the gates and the public crossing point in the morning and at the end of school is to establish good 
safety habits in our students and model safety for pedestrians and all other road users. However, this 
becomes undermined when parents do not demonstrate safe use of roads by stopping in the middle of the 
highway, amongst traffic to allow their child out of the car or by parking on the chevrons or yellow parking 
lines close to the crossing and the school entrances. Please ensure that if you are dropping off by car that 
you park in a safe and dedicated parking area before allowing a child to get into, or out of a car. 
 
The school is currently advertising for a Pastoral Support Lead (5 days a week), a Pastoral Support Lead             

(2 days a week) and an Assistant Welfare Officer. If you know anyone who may be interested in applying for 

one of these roles please tell them that they can find all the details on the school website or on the Teach in 

Herts website. 

 
The PFA undertake a tremendous amount of work to support many school activities throughout the year, for 

which we are most thankful. As we approach the end of this academic year, I would like to thank all our 

parents and friends who have volunteered to support the work and activities of the PFA over the past year. As 

a school we are privileged to have such a dedicated team of parents who willingly give up a tremendous 

amount of time and energy to make all the events they run such a success. The final two events the PFA are 

running this year are now fast approaching and we are calling for your help and support to ensure these are 

just as successful as in previous years. 

The ‘Party in the Arc’ takes place on the afternoon of Saturday 29th June and is both a main fundraising event 

and a celebration of the work of the PFA over the past year. Please lend your support for the day, either by 

offering to help, contributing towards the event, or by turning up on the day and simply enjoying the festivities. 

The PFA are particularly seeking any budding bakers to bake and then donate cakes that can be sold in the 

‘Tea Room’. Please bring any donations into school on Friday 28th June or on Saturday morning between 

10:00 am and 12:30 pm. If you can offer your services to help run a stall, or sell raffle tickets, if even only for 

an hour, your help would be most welcome. Please contact the PFA directly via pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk if you 

can offer your support in any way possible. Updates can also be found via their Facebook page or Twitter 

account @JOA_PFA 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/821/assessment-fortnight-2019
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk
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To support the ‘Party in the Arc’, students will have a MUFTI day on Thursday 27th June and each year group 

are requested to bring in a specific donation to aid the event rather than a money donation as with other 

MUFTI days. Form Tutors will (if they have not already done so) be talking to their tutees about the items they 

are collecting but for information: Year 7 will be creating colour coded hampers; Year 8 boys are providing 

sweets for a stall, Year 8 girls are providing beauty products; Year 9 boys are asked to donate chocolate 

items, Year 9 girls ‘soft’ carbonated drinks; Year 10 and 12 are requested to bring donations for the ‘Bottle 

Tombola’ (wine, prosecco, beer etc..) The PFA also need donations of any old crockery that can be used for 

the ‘Crockery Smash’ stall. 

The week after the ‘Party in the Arc’, the PFA will host their annual golf day which will take place this year at 

one of the oldest parkland courses in Hertfordshire - Bushey Hall Golf Club –

(https://www.busheyhallgolfclub.co.uk) on Friday 5th July.  The day will start at 9:30 am with breakfast and the 

first ‘Tee Off’ will be 10:30 am followed by a buffet and prizes at 2:30 pm. The cost for the event is £55 per 

player and you are invited to make up a group of 3 or 4 players or enter as an individual and the PFA will 

place you in a team for the day. For more details please see the attached flyer or contact Martin Milburn 

via martin.milburn@hotmail.co.uk  

Next week in assemblies, Deacon Liam (our school chaplain) and I will be sharing information about a major 
fundraising challenge to raise funds for UDAYAN taking place at the end of June, for which we seek your 
support. I am aware that we approach you on many occasions during the course of the year for funding and 
charitable activities, to which you always respond so generously and wholeheartedly, because of the worthy 
and needy causes we support. The focus of this activity is to provide education opportunities to some of the 
most needy and vulnerable children who would otherwise not be able to access any form of education or 
become excluded from education through no fault of their own. Therefore whilst this part of the fundraising 
event will focus on supporting the essential work at Udayan, one of the MUFTI days next year that would be 
used to raise funds for UDAYAN will be used to raise funds for a UK based Trust that supports similar goals 
in our local area. 
 
So, the challenge is this: 
 
To visit all five Cathedrals within the Ecclesiastical Province of Westminster (Northampton – Nottingham – 
Norwich – Brentwood – Westminster) as a solo bike ride; a total distance of over 600 km and within 24 hours 
of ‘ride time’.  
 
Leaving from school on the morning of Friday 28th June, I will be visiting St John’s Primary School, Mill End 
before the challenge begins properly. The aim is to arrive at the 5th and final Cathedral, Westminster, on 
Saturday 29th June with 24 hours of ‘ride-time’ (not elapsed time) before return to St Joan of Arc Catholic 
School during our summer fayre (The Party in the Arc) between 1:30pm to 4pm. 
 
As I have mentioned, the aim is to raise funds for Udayan, the centre we support, founded with the inspiration 
and help of Saint Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa) which supports the children of leprosy sufferers, and 
others experiencing extreme poverty in Calcutta and the West Bengal region of India, providing both a home 
and an education, so that children can break from the cycle of poverty that their circumstances can trap 
families in for generations.  
 
We have not set a target amount we wish to raise, but given the level of challenge, we would suggest that if 
every family in our school alone, made a donation of £10, we could amass over £8,000 for Udayan. As 
always, we understand that some families would find this amount difficult, whilst others may be in a position 
where they felt they could donate a larger amount, therefore whatever contribution you are able to make, we 
would be most grateful to receive on behalf of the children of Udayan. If you are also able to add ‘Gift Aid’ to 
your donation that would increase your gift by 25% and significantly increase the final amount we are able to 
present to Udayan. Links to the fundraising pages and further information are listed below: 
 

virginmoneygiving.com/udayan The site explaining our challenge and how to donate. 
Udayan.org - the centres own website. 

https://www.busheyhallgolfclub.co.uk/
mailto:martin.milburn@hotmail.co.uk
http://virginmoneygiving.com/udayan
http://udayan.org/
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Wishing you all the very best for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher 

 

 


