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Weekly Newsletter Number 34 – 21st June 2019 – Week A 
Next week (from Monday 24th May 2019) is Week B 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

‘Geography WorldWise Week!’ has been in full flow all week and I would like to thank Miss St Ledger 

and the Geography Department for all the events they have put on to inspire and enthuse us all. Winners 
of the competitions and quizzes will be announced to students next week in school. However, if you would 
still like to join in, here are the ‘Where in the World’ photographs from the past week that have challenged 
students and staff to identify the place they were taken.  
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On Wednesday this week, students from Years 7, 8 and 9 competed in the annual Watford District 
Athletics' Association Championships at Woodside Athletics Stadium. Despite the inclement weather, 
there were some fantastic performances on the day by St Joan of Arc students, with 4 students crowned 
2019 District Champions. These were Kachisikwu Emeka-Dimude (Year 7 Hurdles), Gabriel Neves (Year 
8 Hurdles), Ava McLoughlin (Year 9 200m) and Roisin McEvoy (Year 9 Javelin). Congratulations to all of 
our winners and to all of our students who competed and contributed to a successful event. Our 
congratulations also go to three of our students - Joel Houslin (Year 9), Marli Jessop (Year 11) and Toby 
Makoyawo (Year 12) who have all been selected to compete at the 2019 English Schools Athletics' 
Association Track and Field Championships, in Birmingham, on the weekend of Friday 12th July. Good 
luck to all three students in their respective competitions.  
 
‘Party in the Arc’ is fast approaching. Thank you for all the offers of support and donations made so far. 
Please remember that in order to support this event, students have a MUFTI day on Thursday 27th June 
and have been asked to donate items (specific to each year group). Donations of cakes for the ‘Tea Room 
can be brought into school on Friday 28th June or on Saturday morning between 10:00 am and 12:30 pm. 
The PFA are also organising a clear up of the moat and surrounding area this Sunday 23rd June. If you 
can help the PFA can be contacted via pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk, their Facebook page or Twitter account 
@JOA_PFA 
 
Places are still available for teams or individuals to take part in the PFA Annual Golf Day at Bushey Hall 
Golf Club on Friday 5th July. Breakfast will be served from 9:30 am and the first ‘Tee Off’ will be 10:30 am, 
with prize giving and a buffet starting at approximately at 2:30 pm. For more details please see the attached 
flyer or contact Martin Milburn via martin.milburn@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Next week in school, Miss Bowden and the PE Department will be running our annual 'This Girl Can' 
Week. There are a wide range of activities planned during the week and we are delighted that these will 
be supported by a range of external coaches, athletes, and fitness instructors who will lead sessions with 
the girls. The aim of 'This Girl Can' Week is to promote being active, having fun and getting rid of stigma 
and judgement. Activities will take place before, during and after school and everyone is more than 
welcome to join. A timetable of activities has been shared with students.  
 
Thank you to everyone who has already responded to 
support the ‘5 Cathedral Challenge’ to raise much needed 
funds for Udayan. RE lessons for students in Year 7 and 8 
have been exploring the history of the 5 Cathedrals we will 
be visiting and it has been a pleasure to see and share the 
enthusiasm of our students for this challenge. They have 
spent time learning about the Bishop and making models of 
the cathedrals, which we hope to display at the ‘Party in the 
Arc’. Whatever contribution you are able to make, we would 
be most grateful to receive on behalf of the children of 
Udayan and please remember that if you are a UK tax payer 
you can ‘Gift Aid’ your donation, which effectively increases 
your gift by 25%. Either of these two links will take you the 
fundraising pages: 
 
virginmoneygiving.com/PeterSweeney10 
 
virginmoneygiving.com/udayan 
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Our Year 13 students are celebrating the end of their public exams tonight with a Ball at the Denham 
Grove Hotel. The Year 13 students have made an exceptional contribution to the school and are fantastic 
ambassadors for St Joan’s. We wish them every success for the future and hope they enjoy a wonderful 
evening which will contribute to the special memories they will have of our school. 
 
Although there are only three and half weeks until the end of term, there are still plenty of events taking 
place both in, and out of school to enrich our student’s education:- 
 
On Monday, 24th June, Year 12 Politics A level students will visit Parliament & The Supreme Court.  
 
Year 10 Art GCSE students have a practical exam on Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th June. Year 12 
Art students have their practical exam on 26th & 27th June, whilst the Year 12 Drama students will have 
their Practical Assessments on Wednesday, 26th June. 
 
The MFL Department are taking a group of Year 10 students to Cambridge University on Tuesday, 25th 
June and Year 9 MFL students will embark on a trip to Normandy on Friday 28th June, returning on Monday 
1st July. 
 
Our Sixth Form Taster Day takes place on Tuesday 25th June and the Sailing Club continues every 
Tuesday from 15:30 pm – 17:00 pm. 
 
Year 11 have their Prom to celebrate the end of the GCSE exams on Thursday 27th June at Watford FC.  
Year 8 students have a Work Shadowing Day on Friday 28th June and also on Friday 28th June, Year 10 
students will participate in a ‘Money Sense’ event which helps support their personal financial 
understanding and planning. 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh Qualifying Expedition takes place from Sunday 30th June until Tuesday 2nd July 
and we wish those participating every success. 
 
If you were not already aware, I would like to draw your attention to the recent government announcement 
that next year's early May bank holiday will be moved back by four days for the whole of the UK to coincide 
with the 75th anniversary of VE Day.  May Day is traditionally held on a Monday but will be put back to 
Friday 8th May 2020. 
 
I would also like to draw to your attention that the school is currently advertising for a Secretary to work in 
the MIS Office (Management, Information & Systems) from 8.30 am – 3.00 pm, 5 days a week. If you know 
anyone who may be interested in applying for this role, please tell them that they can find all the details 
on the school website or on the ‘Teach in Herts’ website, https://www.teachinherts.com 
 
Wishing you all the very best for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher 
 

 

https://www.teachinherts.com/

