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Weekly Newsletter Number 36 – 5th July 2019 – Week A 
Next week (from Monday 8th July 2019) is Week B 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
I must start this week by thanking everyone for the support you have given to the charity ‘5 Cathedral 

Cycle Challenge’ that took place last Friday and Saturday. I have spoken to all the students this week at 

assemblies to thank them for their involvement, whether they got on a bike themselves and peddled in 

school last Friday or if they took the message to family and friends to ask for donations to support the 

cause. The atmosphere in school was fantastic and a real community event that I was able to share in via 

web links during my ride. It was also a privilege to take a call from the Director of Udayan at about             

5:00 am on Saturday morning who wanted to express his, and the children of Udayan’s thanks for the 

efforts we were undertaking to make a difference to their lives. He shared how touched the children were, 

simply by the fact that they knew there were people elsewhere who cared for them. Therefore, on behalf 

of the children of Udayan, and for the support (both financially and morally) you have given to me and the 

school to raise funds through this challenge, thank you. I managed to 

complete the challenge to visit the 5 cathedrals within 24 hours of ride time 

in 22 hours and 01 minute and a distance of 583km. 

However, without your financial contributions it would have meant very little. 

To date we have raised over £12,000 to go towards the school target of 

raising £40,000 to rebuild the main wall at Udayan. This is a fantastic effort 

from everyone and once again, thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

Should you still wish to donate you can do so by any of the following 

platforms: 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/PeterSweeney10 
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/JOAudayan 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/PeterSweeney10
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/JOAudayan


 
All Saints Catholic Academy Trust Company Number: 7943555   Registered Office: High Street, Rickmansworth, Herts WD3 1HG 

 

 

Alternatively, for text donations: Text UDAYAN to 70085 to donate £5. This costs £5 plus a standard rate 

message. Or you can opt to give any whole amount up to £20 by texting UDAYAN followed by the amount 

e.g. UDAYAN 10 to 70085 to donate £10. 

Science Block 

Students and visitors to the school over the past few weeks will have noticed that some of the demolition 
and pre construction work to enable the major refurbishment of the science and hall block (due to start in 
the summer holidays) has begun. The old mobile classrooms behind maths have been removed and a 
temporary car park is being established next to the 3G sports pitch which will enable the temporary block 
of science classrooms to be established on the staff car park area behind the maths block.  

 
The main refurbishment work of the existing science block will begin in September and last for just over a 
year. This will inevitably cause some disruption to our normal ways of operating the school on a day to 
day basis, however, the governors and senior team have been working with the construction company 
over the past 3 months to establish plans to mitigate any disruption. In fact, whilst it will be impossible not 
to notice that our main block will be shrouded in coverings whilst this work takes place, the anticipation is 
that we will be able to continue to deliver the curriculum to the students in the same way as we are currently 
able to do so. That being said, without the use of the main hall for a year, some events such as Academic 
Review Days will need to be accommodated in a variety of rooms across the school rather than just one 
main location. Science staff are currently starting the process of decanting equipment from the existing 
science classrooms ready to be transferred into the new temporary accommodation over the summer 
holidays. However, we have been notified that the expected occupation date for the temporary science 
accommodation will not be until Monday 9th September. For this reason, the governors have agreed that 
we will need to have a phased return of students in September to ensure we are able to manage the 
school site effectively when we return after the summer holidays. Therefore, please note the following 
return to school dates for each year group: 
 

Year 13 UCAS Exams: Monday 2nd September – Friday 6th September 
Year 7 Start:   Tuesday 3rd September 
Year 10 & Year 11 return: Wednesday 4th September 
Year 12 Induction:  Wednesday 4th September 
Year 8 & 9 return:  Monday 9th September 
Year 13 will resume timetabled lessons from Monday 9th September. 
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Dance Show 
 
On Thursday evening we held our annual Dance Show. Although later in the year than normal, the 
standard of the performances and enthusiasm demonstrated by the students were as exceptional as ever. 
The audience were treated to a range of expertly choreographed dance routines that enabled all the 
performers to show their talents and enthusiasm for dance. I would like to thank Miss Bowden, Mrs Francis 
and Mrs Lynott, the PE department and students who helped choreograph the dance routines for their 
support to enable this event to take place. Last but by no means least, congratulations to all the students 
who took part and performed on the night. 

 
Summer Music Concert 
 
Our Summer Music Concert will take place on Tuesday 9th July at 7:00 pm in the main school hall and we 
invite all parents, family and friends to a wonderful celebration of musical works rehearsed during the past 
year. 
 
New Year 7 Induction Day 
 
Next Thursday, 11th July, we will welcome our next cohort of students to St Joan’s as Year 6 students join 
us for their induction day. This is always a special day when our new cohort will experience a range of 
taster lessons during the day and get to know many of the key staff who will support them on their journey 
through our school. If you or your children do see any of these students on the journey to school or on the 
way home, please be prepared to offer any help or support they may need. This will make sure they feel 
as welcomed as your children were and ensure they will immediately feel part of our community. 

 

Party in the Arc 
 
Finally for this week, I would like to express my sincere thanks to the many parents, friends and students 
who attended our ‘Party in the Arc’ last Saturday on such a warm afternoon and made it such a success. 
We are blessed to have such a dedicated and committed group of parent volunteers who are willing to 
contribute a little of their time throughout the year in order to put on such a variety of social events and 
support at school functions and I would especially like to thank all those who have served on the PFA 
committee over the past year.  
 

Wishing you all the very best for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher 
 

 


