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Weekly Newsletter Number 37 – 12th July 2019 – Week B 
Next week (from Monday 15th July 2019) is Week A 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
This will be the final weekly letter of this academic year. I would like to begin by thanking you for your 

support for St Joan’s over the past year. We are blessed to have such an active parent body who support 

our school, enthusiastic students who relish the opportunities we provide to assist their personal 

development and staff who continually strive to inspire your children to be the best possible people they 

can be in whatever they undertake. The Summer term has seen the examination season in full swing and 

it is also the time when those students who have finished their examinations progress onto University or 

the world of work, whilst we also welcome our next cohort of students who will join us in September to 

begin their education at St Joan’s. We wish all those who have departed and those who are about to join 

us the very best as they prepare for the next phase of their development.  

New Year 7 Induction Day 
 

Yesterday we welcomed our next cohort of students to St Joan’s for their induction day. The students 

experienced a range of ‘taster’ lessons, learnt how to navigate around the school, met their form teachers 

and made new friends. I have received a lot of feedback already about how welcomed the parents and 

their children felt, one parent even commented about students who spoke to their child on the bus making 

sure they were ok and looking forward to the day. It is important that we continue to welcome these 

students in September to ensure their transition from primary to secondary school is successful and enable 

them to become successful members of our community. 

 

Summer Music Concert 

 
Also this week, the music department produced a wonderful evening of performances at their ‘Summer 
Soirée’. It was a real pleasure to witness the joy and excitement in the performers and it was also great to 
see so many of our students from Year 7 and 8 participating.  

 
End of Year Mass 
 
Next Tuesday afternoon we will celebrate our final mass of the term as we join together as one community 

and we are delighted to have Fr Shaun from Our Lady’s with us to celebrate mass. This mass will be 

offered for all our students, staff and their families for the contributions we have all made to help make our 

school such a special and successful school for your children to grow and learn surrounded by the love of 

Christ.  
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Celebration Assemblies 

In our assemblies next week, I will also have the privilege of presenting our end of year awards to our 

students. It is often very difficult to identify a single recipient of an award because there are always many 

deserving students, so I would therefore like to take this opportunity to congratulate all your children, 

whether they receive an award or not, for the progress they have made this year in all aspects of their 

life and development. As part of the assembly I will remind the students that all we can expect of them is 

to be the best version of themselves that they can be; to try not to live the life of someone else and be 

content and confident that they each have worth, value and a purpose in their life which Christ has 

chosen them for. After all their hard work this year I hope they enjoy a well-earned rest during the 

summer holiday. 

Sixth Form - Open Event 

Although this may seem some way off, I would like to draw to the 

attention of parents and students in the current Year 9 & 10 (Year 10 & 

11 in September) of the date for our Sixth Form Open Event: Thursday 

7th November. On that evening students and parents will be able to 

learn about the variety of courses we can offer to study after GCSE’s. 

Staff and students will be available to provide an insight and the 

expectations of all the courses we offer through our Sixth Form College. 

Please make a note of the date and more information about our current 

course offer is available on the school website. 

Staff update 

At the end of this academic year we will be saying farewell to a small 

number of teachers. As I am sure many of you will be aware from articles in the news, the recruitment and 

retention of high-quality teachers is very challenging at present for many reasons. I am delighted however, 

that despite these challenges in recruitment, we are currently fully staffed for September and this is partly 

due to our excellent reputation and the support we provide for our staff. I would like to thank the following 

teachers for all their service to the school and for the guidance they have provided for your children. We 

wish them every success for the future, whether they have gained promotion or are relocating: 

Mr Brown (History, 29 years of service); Mrs Hewitt-Coleman (Senco & English, 13 years of service);             

Miss Kara (Geography, 11 years of service); Miss Scott (English, 3 years of service); Mr Stack (Maths, 1 

year of service); Mr Booth (Science, 2 years PT); Mrs Scarlett (Food Technician, 6 years of service); and 

Mrs Lynott (PE – maternity cover). 

Mrs Hewitt-Coleman’s replacement as SENCO will be Miss D Hassell who is new to our school. Therefore, 

please initially direct all enquiries regarding SEN to Mrs Witherall, the SEN administrator via: 

sen@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Support for parents 

Whilst we will always work with parents to help them support their children, there is a wide range of support 

available for parents beyond school which can be particularly useful during holiday periods when school 

staff are not available. Please follow this link to the school website which provides a list of organisations, 

websites, books and publications which parents and young people may find useful.   

Support for parents and families 

mailto:sen@joa.herts.sch.uk
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/306/well-being-support-and-resources-for-parents
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School uniform 

Although we are concluding one school year, I would like to remind parents that if you are replacing items 

of school uniform as you prepare for the next academic year during the summer holidays, the school 

uniform list can be found via the main page of the school website. In particular focus on footwear for both 

boys and girls as recently there have been an increasing number of students wearing plain black trainers 

and these are not acceptable for school uniform. The uniform list states: ‘Plain black or dark brown leather 

(shoes that can be polished) in a style suitable for school (no plimsolls, trainers, platforms, boots or canvas 

shoes)’. Boys’ trousers should also be tailored trousers and not made with jean or chino material. Please 

ensure that correct footwear is purchased for the start of term in September. School specific items of 

uniform can be purchased via either, ‘Beat School Uniforms’ in Watford (0844 879 7288) or ‘Pullens’ in 

Northwood (01923 8400500). 

 
This academic year will end on Wednesday 17th July at 12:20 pm. Please remember the following return 
to school dates for each year group in September: 
 

Year 7 Start:   Tuesday 3rd September 
Year 10 & Year 11 return: Wednesday 4th September 
Year 12 Induction:  Wednesday 4th September 
Year 8 & 9 return:  Monday 9th September 
Year 13 will resume timetabled lessons after completing their UCAS examinations. 

 
Finally, I would like to wish you and your families all the very best for a pleasant and relaxing summer 
holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher 
 

 


