
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 4 – 28th September 2018 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 1st October 2018) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 

Today our Sixth Form students hosted a highly 
successful cake sale in support of the 
Macmillan Cancer Trust. Some of the wonderful 
bakes received are pictured here for you to see 
and obviously a lot of effort has been made.  I 

would like to say a big thank you to all those who donated cakes for the sale and 
of course all those who bought and ate them! 
 
As mentioned in my previous letters to parents, on Thursday and Friday of next week (4th & 5th October) we will be 
holding two very important events in the school year; Open Evening and Open Morning for prospective families seeking 
admission to St Joan’s in September 2019. Whilst we know that St Joan’s is a highly successful school by any measure 
and consistently oversubscribed, we should never rest on our laurels, nor take this for granted. We are such a 
successful school because of our amazing students, outstanding teachers and the exemplary behaviour we expect of 
our students at all times. The overall performance data for the school from last year which is due to be published shortly, 
places St Joan’s in the top 25% of schools nationally, which is a terrific achievement for a non-selective school. The 
school ‘Open Events’ provide us with a natural opportunity to demonstrate why we are such a successful school whilst 
showcasing what makes St Joan’s such a special environment for a child’s education. To help prepare for this major 
school event there will be an accelerated timetable to ensure students still get access to all of their lessons and lunch 
before an early closure at 2:00 pm. Students need to return to school by 5:30 pm wearing full school uniform and 
arrangements should be made to collect students at 9:00 pm at the end of Open Evening. The following morning, Friday 
5th October is an ‘Open Morning’ where parents can view the School, as it would be on a normal working day and 
students should arrive at school at the normal time. All students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are required to be in school and will 
be in lessons. Some students from Year 10, 11 and Sixth Form have been requested to be in school to act as guides for 
parents, the remaining senior school students are not required to be in school and will have an academic study day. 
Teachers will use ‘Show My Homework’ to post information on work to be undertaken. School will close after ‘Open 
Morning’ has finished at 12:40 pm (please remember that the Café will be open before school and at break but not for 
lunch service). Unfortunately, due to limitations of space, we are not able to provide parking facilities on the school site 
during Open Evening or Open Morning and I would request that parents and visitors use one of the local car parks that 
are within a short walk of the school.  
 
Details of the admission criteria to St Joan’s are available via our school website where copies of our Supplementary 
Information Form (SIF) can be downloaded. This form must be returned to the school before the deadline for 
applications closes on the 31st October. However, please be aware that this deadline date falls within our half term and 
therefore we advise all applicants to return documents to the school by 4:00 pm on Friday 26th October.  
 
To help prepare the school for our Open Events, the PFA have kindly volunteered to coordinate 
a ‘Tidy Up’ of the school grounds, including the Moat and surrounding area, on Sunday 30th 
September between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm. Anyone who can spare an hour or a couple of 
hours is welcome to join them. Please see the attached poster for more details.  
 
The PFA ‘Comedy Evening’ on Saturday 13th October is fast approaching and tickets are 
selling fast. There is a terrific line up of comedy acts on the night so please place your orders for 
tickets as soon as possible with the PFA via: pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
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This week in school our students have been busy with several additional enrichment activities. Year 7 tutor groups have 
now all completed their Induction Retreats and I know from speaking to many of the students how much they have 
enjoyed this activity and how it has helped their transition into secondary school. On Tuesday a group of over 20 Year 9 
students began their training to be part of the Sport Leaders Academy. These students are trained in leadership skills 
and how to plan, run and supervise sport related activities for younger children and we wish them every success. On 
Wednesday the Language Department led a wide range of activities to celebrate European Languages Day. It was a 
pleasure to be invited to the Year 8 assembly and hear students not merely speaking but also signing in a variety of 
languages. The focus of the assembly was to appreciate the rich variety of cultures we have within our community and 
understand that language should not be a barrier to our shared vision for humanity through Christ.  
 
I was also delighted to be able to listen to a guest speaker, Andy Wyatt, who came in to share his experiences with a 
large group of our senior students as part of our career development ‘Slice of Life’ presentations. Andy joined the RAF 
when he was 18 and he has completed over 4,500 displays for the Red Arrows in over 54 different countries and is now 
a commercial pilot. Andy gave our students and staff an insight into the life of a pilot but also focused on the important 
qualities and skills of leadership, teamwork, self-belief, trust and the importance of planning and preparation in all areas 
of life.  
 
Finally, MyEd is the free parent app that gives you a multitude of communication and 
information features to stay in touch with what is going on at our school. The app gives you 
links to key school dates, show my homework, latest school news, parent pay, student 
reports and other useful resources. We are able to send you messages directly to the 
MyEd app relating to important information about your child's education and to remind you 
of events that are taking place at school. You will also be notified of any updates or 
changes to the calendar as the school year moves along. 
 
The MyEd app is available now for both Apple iOS and Android devices and can be found 
on either the Apple App Store or on Google Play by searching for MyEd or visit 
www.myedschoolapp.com to access the download page for the App. Once you have 
installed and opened MyEd, search for Saint Joan of Arc Catholic School and follow the 
simple instructions to identify yourself.  
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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