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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, As I have previously mentioned, next 

week we will welcome many visitors to our school 

during our Open Events. The main ‘Open Evening’ 

takes place on Thursday 3rd October. This will be 

an accelerated day when students will still have all 

five lessons although they will be 45 minutes rather 

than an hour long. School will end at 2:00 pm to 

allow us to prepare the school for our visitors. 

Whilst the evening officially starts at 6:00 pm, 

students are expected to be back on site at           

5:30 pm to be ready for the evening which will end 

at 9:00 pm. On Friday 4th October we hold an ‘Open 

Morning’ where all students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are 

required to be in school in full school uniform. The 

Student Executive and Sixth Form community 

volunteers will also be in attendance to provide 

tours for parents and support for students during 

the day. School will finish at 12:30 pm in recognition 

that students will also have been in school the 

previous evening until 9:00 pm to facilitate staff 

training. Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

Macmillan Cake Sale 

Yesterday our Sixth Form students hosted a highly 

successful cake sale in support of the Macmillan 

Cancer Trust, and I would like to thank all those 

who brought in, made, or donated cakes for the 

sale and of course all those who bought and ate 

them! The final amount raised has yet to be 

confirmed but early indications are that you will 

have raised almost £900 for the Macmillan Cancer 

Trust which is a tremendous achievement. 

 

I must congratulate the many Year 7 students who 

baked and brought in cakes to raise money for 

Macmillan, particularly these two fantastic 

examples of the many cakes donated by our 

students and families. Thank you all for your 

generosity. 

Inclement weather 

It is that time of year when the weather becomes 

very unpredictable. It can be sunny one moment 

and then raining heavily the next, as has been the 

case for much of the past week. It is concerning 

that a large number of students are arriving at 

school without any kind of outer jacket to wear over 

their school blazer and several students have 

arrived this week absolutely drenched before their 

day in school even starts. If those students then 

have to go into lessons in wet clothing, it is 

obviously not the best conditions to engage with 

learning and students risk becoming unwell and 

having to take time off school – which is also 

detrimental to their education. Please ensure that 

students dress appropriately for the predicted 

weather for the day / week ahead to enable them 

to be prepared for learning when they arrive in 

school. 

MyEd  

This is a free parent app that 

provides you with a range of 

communication and information 

features to stay in touch with 

what is going on at our school. 

The app provides simple links 

to key school dates, Show My 

Homework, latest school news, 

Parent Pay, student reports 

and other useful resources.  

The MyEd app is available now for both Apple 

iOS and Android devices and can be found on 

either the Apple App Store or on Google Play by 

searching for MyEd or visit 

www.myedschoolapp.com to access the 

download page for the App. Once you have 

installed and opened MyEd, search for Saint 

Joan of Arc Catholic School and follow the 

simple instructions to identify yourself.  

http://www.myedschoolapp.com/
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Attendance 

At St Joan’s we take pride in the fact that we aim to 

develop the whole child through the education we 

provide. This of course includes students 

producing their best possible academic work to 

achieve standards they may believe are beyond 

their capacity, but we also take great pride in 

developing good habits and personal qualities. 

Being punctual and maintaining a high attendance 

rate are just two of these aspects, but very 

important ones in their own right as they are key 

employability skills for the future. At St Joan’s we 

have always taken a very straightforward view 

when it comes to attendance: we expect students 

to be in school every day, barring serious illness or 

accident. It is a well-researched and rather obvious 

fact that there is a strong correlation between 

attendance and achievement in schools which is 

why we work together with parents to ensure that 

students make coming to school every day and on 

time a top priority. As a working example, from last 

year’s Year 11 cohort, the comparison between the 

average attendance and GCSE results of our 

students was as follows: 

Top 25%  Average Attendance 97.8% 

High Middle 25% Average Attendance 96.7% 

Low Middle 25%  Average Attendance 95.0% 

Low 25%  Average Attendance 90.1% 

We fully appreciate that there will be certain 

occasions when children will miss school, but we 

strive to reduce these to an absolute minimum. The 

school obviously authorises absence for significant 

illness, medical appointments that absolutely 

cannot be made out of school hours and for the 

unforeseen unhappy events that we are all 

unfortunately susceptible to. Having said that, we 

often find that we are better placed to support a 

child in need if they are actually in school, but this 

obviously depends on the individual situation. On a 

more positive note, we also authorise absence for 

certain one-off events where we believe that the 

students will benefit from engaging in a certain 

activity that we deem to be beneficial to their 

general education.  

The reason why we are so insistent is because we 
feel this is what is in the best interests of the 
student body as a whole. It may not suit individual 
families’ needs at any particular time, but we 
believe that striving for 100% attendance is a key 
element in our continued success as a school. 

PFA 

The PFA ‘Comedy Night’ is fast approaching on 

the 12th October. To book your tickets detailed 

information is available on their Facebook page or 

by following this link: www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa  

 

Please also save the date for their Winter Ball, 

which will again be held in the wonderful setting of 

Moor Park: Friday 29th November, ticket details 

will be available soon.  

With best wishes and blessings for the week 
ahead. 

Mr Sweeney                                                                
Headteacher 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/621/parents-and-friends-association
https://www.facebook.com/joa.pfa
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa

