
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 5 – 5th October 2018 – Week A 
Next week (Monday 8th October 2018) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 

I would like to start the letter this week by congratulating all the students who assisted with our Open Evening last night and 
Open Morning today. The students were, as always, exemplary, the feedback we have received of those who provided tours, 
and those involved with activities in subject areas has been glowing. Our visitors to the school were overwhelmed by their 
genuine enthusiasm; knowledge of the school; how articulate and helpful they were; how confidently they spoke; and how 
welcoming the atmosphere around the school felt. Congratulations to everyone who was involved and thank you for making 
such a fantastic first and I hope lasting impression on our visitors.  
 

For any parents who have siblings looking for entry to St Joan’s in September 2019, details of the admission criteria are 
available via our school website where copies of the Supplementary Information Form (SIF) can be downloaded and this must 
be returned to the school on or before 31st October. However, please be aware that this date falls within our half term holiday 
and the school office will not be open on Monday 29th, 30th or 31st October. Therefore, we urge all applications, Certificates of 
Catholic Practice and SIF forms to be returned to our school admissions department by Friday 26th October (4:00 pm) at the 
latest to avoid any undue concern. Applicants must also complete their Local Authority Application Form to be considered for a 
place at the school prior to their LA closing date for admissions. 
 

A quick update on last Friday’s cake sale for the Macmillan Cancer Trust is that we have 
collected £1,028 for the charity which is amazing!  
 
 

There are still some tickets remaining for the PFA ‘Comedy Evening’ on Saturday 13th October so grab them before they go. 
Please contact the PFA via email to secure your tickets via: pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 

On behalf of the PFA I would also like to announce the date of their annual Winter Ball – Friday 30th November.  
The Winter Ball will again be held the stunning venue of Moor Park. The 
evening will begin with a welcome drink, followed by a three-course meal 
and music to dance the night away. This is tremendously popular evening 
and tickets sold out last year so I would urge you to get a group of friends 
together and book early to avoid disappointment! It is also a terrific 
opportunity for those parents who are new to the school to meet other 
parents from their child’s year group or class. It is always a very glamorous 
occasion (‘Black Tie’ or smart dress) and a really memorable way to 
support the school whilst enjoying a great evening of entertainment.  
 
For those new to the school, I am sure you will already have become aware of how much we rely on our Parents and Friends 
Association for support throughout the year, simply by the weekly update to activities they undertake to support our school. 
Without their support, as a school we would find it extremely difficult to provide and fund (approximately £24,000 each year) 
many of the additional opportunities they provide for your children, because of their commitment, dedication and voluntary 
work. However, it is also very easy to become complacent and always think that there will be someone else on hand to plan, 
organise and run these events. Recently, as several existing members have now left as their children have moved through the 
school, the core number on the committee has dropped to five members. Others do help out from time to time; however, it will 
become unstainable to continue the work of the PFA unless new members step forward to take a share of the workload. The 
current Chair and Vice Chair are stepping down from their roles at the AGM (on 2nd November) and there is a real risk that 
without a new input of support from parents, they will no longer be able to function. This would be an absolute tragedy for the 
parent population of the school as the PFA is a vehicle for demonstrating your support for our school and building lasting 
friendships with the other parents that your children are growing up alongside. Please consider volunteering some time to 
support the work of the PFA. They hold a monthly meeting during term time only which takes place on the first Tuesday of 
each month. The next meeting is on 2nd November at 7:30 pm in the school Café and there are always refreshments provided. 
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With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
 

 


