
 

Week 5: 4th October 2019 

 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG   T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

1 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, I would like to begin this week by 

congratulating all our students who have helped at 

our Open Events either last night or today. We have 

welcomed over 900 visitors to the school on 

Thursday evening and Friday morning who have 

had the opportunity to see for themselves what 

makes St Joan’s such a great school. The 

feedback I have already received has been 

fantastic with parents remarking about the proud, 

confident and articulate students who are 

supported by knowledgeable, caring and 

supportive teachers. The children have made, and 

left, a wonderful impression on our visitors, helping 

us celebrate what makes St Joan’s such a great 

school; you should all be very proud of them just as 

we are. 

Macmillan Cake Sale 

Following last weeks ‘Cake Sale’ to support the 

Macmillan Cancer Trust, I am delighted to share 

with you the news that we have raised £982 which 

is a tremendous achievement. Once again, thank 

you for all of your support and contributions. 

Blessed John Henry Newman 

As you are probably aware, next weekend we will 

witness the tremendous moment of grace for the 

Church in our country when Blessed John Henry 

Newman is Canonised by Pope Francis on 

Sunday 13th October. As part of the celebrations 

for this event, Pope Francis has also dedicated 

the month of October as an Extraordinary Month 

of Mission (EMM). Pope Francis has never tired 

of encouraging us all to be the Lord’s missionary 

disciples, praying and working together to share 

the love of god with everyone, everywhere. To 

support this, the Bishops Conference are 

launching the ‘Year of the Word’ where we are 

encouraged to read and become more familiar 

with passages of scripture. Deacon Liam has 

already led a series of assemblies with our 

students and staff on this topic and how we can 

commit to reading a passage, chapter or verse of 

the bible to gain a better understanding of the 

scriptures. We hope that you will also support and 

engage with this extraordinary mission by talking 

with your children about their reading and 

understanding of aspects of the scriptures 

amongst your family. 

PFA 

The PFA ‘Comedy 

Night’  will take place 

next weekend on 

Saturday the 12th 

October. Some tickets 

are still available and the 

PFA request that you 

book your tickets via 

their Facebook page or 

by following this link: 

www.pta-

events.co.uk/Pfajoa  

Job Opportunity 

The School Governors are looking to appoint a new 

‘Clerk to the Governors’. The main purpose of the 

job will be to carry out a range of tasks to support 

the Chair of Governors and the Headteacher in the 

following key areas of operation of the school:  

• Secretarial and administrative support to the 
Governing Body  

• To prepare and send out papers to the 
Governing Body a week before the meeting.  

• To attend full meetings of the Governing Body 
and take accurate notes from which to write 
and type up minutes, including indicating who 
is responsible for any agreed action, and 
distribute to all Governors and the Diocese.  

• To record all decisions accurately and 
objectively, with timescales for actions.  

Please visit the school website for information, a 
job specification and application form. 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 
ahead. 

Mr Sweeney 
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