
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 6 – 12th October 2018 – Week B 
Next week (Monday 15th October 2018) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 
Over the past week we have welcomed a large number of families into our school who have taken the opportunity to 
have additional tours and observe the day to day experience of a student at St Joan’s. It has been a real pleasure to 
hear the feedback following their visits. They have spoken of how reassuring it is to see a well ordered and disciplined 
school with children focused on their learning in the classroom who obviously enjoy being at St Joan’s. Visitors also 
remarked on the confident, articulate, knowledgeable and polite students they were able to meet whilst visiting the 
school. We should all be very proud of the impression these young students made on our visitors not just during the past 
week, but week in, week out over the course of the year. 
 
The assemblies this week have been delivered by Mr Briggs with a focus on raising a 
greater awareness of substances such as plastics and the impact they are having on our 
planet. Mr Briggs also highlighted the importance Pope Francis places on becoming a 
more eco-friendly society and how simple recycling and small changes in habits can 
have a big impact. The school have acquired 10 new mixed recycling bins from Three 
Rivers District Council which will be emptied weekly free of charge (potentially saving the 
school money as other waste collections incur a hefty charge). Later this term every 
room in the school will have a mixed recycling box to maximise the amount of recycling 
the school undertakes. As part of this initiative and to support the much-publicised 
nationwide campaigns to minimise the use of single use plastics, we are encouraging all 
staff and students to use a reusable water bottle, rather than single use plastic water bottles, during the school day. The 
school now has more water filling stations than ever before and therefore if all students are able to come to school with a 
reusable water bottle, this will go some way to reducing the amount of plastic waste we generate as a school. It is hoped 
that all staff and students will opt to use a reusable bottle after the October half-term and beyond and therefore everyone 
is encouraged to make this positive change. Mr Briggs is keen to implement many initiatives around the school and 
would be keen to hear from any parent / carer or friend of the school who has any ideas which may further enhance the 
eco-friendliness of our school community.  
 

In my letter last week I announced the date of our annual Winter 
Ball. This year we will again be returning to the stunning venue of 
Moor Park on Friday 30th November. This is a fantastic 
opportunity for all parents and friends of children at St Joan’s to 
enjoy a really memorable evening whilst supporting our great 
school. As tickets for this event are very popular, please see the 
attached information sheet that includes a menu for the evening 
and a booking sheet for you and your guests. 
 

You will also be aware of my appeal in last week’s letter seeking additional support for our PFA members and 
committee. Several long-standing volunteers will be stepping down from the PFA at their AGM on 6th November and I 
would urge you to consider offering a little of your time to support the outstanding work the PFA perform for your children 
throughout the year. Please come along to the AGM on Tuesday 6th November at 7:30 pm (in the school Café), even if 
you are only considering offering support or want to find out more about what is involved. Alternatively, email the PFA 
directly via: pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk 
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Although it may be a little early to start thinking about Christmas, the great news is that the school has registered with 
‘Easyfundraising’, just in time for Christmas shopping! It is a great easily accessible website where you can help St Joan 
of Arc PFA raise funds simply by doing your everyday online shopping! There are over 3,300 big name retailers 
included, such as Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, eBay, Boden and M&S. Every time you shop, we receive a small 
donation to say ‘thank you!’ It’s completely free and over £20M has been raised for causes just like us so far. We want to 
raise as much as possible, to benefit all our students, so please sign up and help us at Easyfundraising 
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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