
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 7 – 19th October 2018 – Week A 
Next week (Monday 22nd October 2018) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
I am delighted to share news of the performance data 
the Department for Education (DfE) published earlier 
this week in relation to this summer GCSE exam 
statistics and the outcomes for students. The DfE 
provide several ‘headline’ measures to identify the 
performance of a school in terms of academic 
outcomes for students although their main measure is 
now known as ‘Progress 8’. This measure provides 
an indication on how much progress a child makes at 
any given school in relation to their expected 
progress from the end of KS2. A score of zero would 
indicate that on average every child makes the level of progress that would be expected. Any positive score 
indicates that students are making better progress than expected. The Progress 8 score for St Joan’s in 2018 
was ‘+ 0.31’ which places our school well within the top 30% of schools nationally (including all types of 
selective schools). This is a fantastic achievement and other ‘headline’ DfE measures also demonstrate that 
students at St Joan of Arc significantly outperform other students nationally and across Hertfordshire schools. 
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I would like to thank all the parents and friends who supported the PFA 
Comedy Evening last Saturday. Over 100 guests enjoyed a thoroughly 
entertaining evening and raised over £1,000 for the PFA funds which will 
help support activities for students at St Joan’s over the coming year. 
Please remember some previous messages I have issued regarding our 
PFA: the Annual Winter Ball is another enjoyable evening and a great 

way to join in and help support the PFA and students at the school. This will take place at Moor Park Golf Club 
on Friday 30th November. Please see the attached information sheet that includes a menu for the evening and 
a booking sheet for you and your guests. You can also support their work by undertaking your online shopping 
via the Easyfundraising website. Please also remember the PFA are recruiting new members to help with 
events and to take on positions on the Committee so please come along to the AGM on Tuesday 6th 
November at 7:30 pm in the school Café. 
 

Earlier this week our Year 7 students enjoyed a ‘Team 
Building’ day and I would like to thank Mrs Symonds and 
members of the Pastoral Team who helped organise the 
event. Year 7 students were put through a wide range of 
experiences where they were required to work together to 
achieve the object of the activity. It was a very stimulating 
and challenging experience whilst also being very 
enjoyable. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The school’s annual Presentation Evening where our previous cohort of Year 11 students receive their GCSE 
certificates will take place next Thursday at Watersmeet Theatre, Rickmansworth. The evening will start at 
7:00 pm although all guests are requested to take their seats by 6:45 pm and students should arrive no later 
than 6:30 pm. Although this event is mainly to award and present certificates to the cohort of students from 
Year 11 last year, a number of other students from Year 8 upwards are also invited to receive special awards 
on the night. Invitations for all those students involved in the presentations have already been issued. 
 
As the weather has started to change and is certainly feeling more autumnal in recent weeks, can I ask you to 
ensure that students are coming to school with the appropriate clothing and have a coat or jacket should rain 
be forecast. Hoodies are not part of the school uniform and should not be worn either at school or on the way 
to, or from school. If students are cold there is a school jumper that can be worn under their blazer. As the 
nights also get darker, I would also ask you to reinforce messages about travelling safely to and from school 
that we have been giving out in assemblies recently.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanofarcpfa/


 
 
 
 

Earlier this week two of our Sixth Form 
Students were invited by 
Hertfordshire Constabulary to participate in a 
Hate Crime Awareness Event as part of the 
National Hate Crime Awareness Week. The 
event was extremely thought provoking and 
inspiring providing the students with some 
positive and practical ideas on how they can spread the message about raising 
awareness of hate crime, the impact of it and what people can do to report 

it.  The two students will be working with Mr Briggs to deliver an assembly on Hate Crime and the impact it has 
on the lives of victims to the Sixth Form this Friday and the same message will then be presented at school 
assemblies after half term. 
 
Following the assemblies from Mr Briggs last week, the new mixed recycling bins have 
been deployed around school and collection bins for recycling will also be in every 
classroom after half term. Please make every effort to provide your child with a re-usable 
water bottle to help minimise the use of single use plastics.  
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
 

 


