
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 8 – 26th October 2018 – Week B 
First week back after half-term break (Monday 5th November 2018) is Week A 

Dear Parents, 
 
The end of the first half term has arrived following a very busy few weeks at school. As I have previously mentioned in 
recent weekly letters, over the past few weeks we have had many additional visitors to St Joan’s and the feedback I 
have received about the school, but most importantly our students, has been exceptional. Many of the prospective 
parents have commented upon how calm it is around our school compared to others and how excited our students are 
during their lessons. On my regular walkabout during the school day it is obvious that our new Year 7 students have 
settled in very well and have found their feet at St Joan’s and I have also had the privilege to witness the high levels of 
engagement in learning, attitude and behaviour from our students. Please therefore take time to congratulate your 
children as staff who have led assemblies this week have been doing and I hope they all enjoy a well-earned rest during 
the half term break. 
 
I was delighted to be able to welcome a former student of the school, Tamara Lawrance, as the Guest Speaker for our 

annual Presentation of Awards for Year 11 students on Thursday evening at the 
Watersmeet Theatre in Rickmansworth. Whilst at St Joan’s, Tamara was a 
successful student by any measure, however, her real passion lay in the arts and in 
particular acting and performing. After leaving St Joan’s in 2010, Tamara graduated 
from RADA in 2015 and quickly began to make her name on stage and screen.  In 
2016 Tamara was cast in a BBC mini-series and in 2017 Tamara took the lead role 
of Viola in ‘Twelfth Night’ at the National Theatre, a part for which she was a prize 
winner at the Ian Charleson Awards. Tamara then took a key role in the BBC 
film King Charles III and starred alongside former Doctor Who, Matt Smith, in 
‘Unreachable’ at the Royal Court Theatre.  By the year end, The Guardian listed her 
amongst the "20 talents set to take 2017 by storm”. Although Tamara left St Joan’s 
in 2010, the seeds that were sown by the education she received whilst at our 
school are still continuing to blossom long after she left. It was a privilege to 
welcome Tamara back and to hear the advice and guidance she was able to share 
with our current students on how to make the most of your opportunities. I would 

also like to thank all the students, parents, governors and other guests who were able to celebrate and share in the 
success of last year’s Year 11 cohort.   
 
On Wednesday November 7th, 27 students from St Joan of Arc's drama club will be participating in the national 
Shakespeare School's Festival. Students from Year 8 to Year 11 will perform a 30-minute version of "Macbeth" at 
Watersmeet Theatre in Rickmansworth.  This is a community event which will involve three other local schools, students 
and staff have been rehearsing hard throughout the Autumn term so please do come and support them if you can.  The 
performance begins at 7pm and tickets are available through the Watersmeet website 
(www.watersmeet.co.uk/shakespeare-schools-festival). The last time St Joan's performed ‘Macbeth’ for the SSF, our 
lead was a talented Year 10 student named Tamara Lawrance who has gone on to a successful acting career in 
television and theatre. As previously mentioned, Tamara was our guest speaker at Presentation of Certificates evening 
earlier this week.  
 
Over half term, Miss St Ledger will lead a group of our ‘A Level’ geography students on a visit to Iceland where they will 
complete some curriculum case studies. Based in Reykjavik, the group will investigate urban studies within Iceland’s 
compact capital, visit mud pools, waterfalls, lava eruptions and the National Park which straddles the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. 
We wish them a safe, enjoyable and what I am sure will be a memorable trip. 
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Tickets are starting to sell quickly for the Annual PFA ‘Winter Ball’ which will take place at Moor Park Golf Club on Friday 
30th November. Please contact pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk for more details or see the attached poster and menu. 
 
Finally, whatever you are doing this half term I wish you all the very best, thank you for your continued support for         
St Joan’s and I wish you every blessing for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  
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