
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Weekly Newsletter Number 9 – 9th November 2018 – Week A 
Next week (Monday 12th November 2018) is Week B 

Dear Parents, 
 
This weekend, as a school community and a country, we commemorate the end of World War 1. “We will remember 

them” are words that will be uttered at ceremonies, and in private, across not 

just our own country, but throughout the globe in recognition of the service 

and sacrifice others gave to change our world. Our lives today would be very 

different if it wasn’t for the people who lived through the First World War. For 

us as Christians, “to remember” is a very special phrase. At the heart of our 

faith is the act of remembrance we make every time we meet to celebrate the 

Eucharist where we remember that Jesus Christ died for us and lives among 

us. Such “remembering” is more than just “calling to mind” a past event. It 

means entering into a living relationship with Christ and with one another. In 

Christian understanding none are to be privileged and none excluded from 

remembrance, for there is one God and Father of all. It goes therefore without 

saying, that we will remember those who were killed and maimed in such 

unimaginable numbers; those for whom each death was an inconceivable and 

irreplaceable loss; we are also called to remember those who came to our 

shores as strangers, whether as refugees or members of the armed services 

from lands near and far to seek refuge and safe haven; we will remember 

those who ministered to the needs of the sick, wounded and distressed, 

professionally and voluntarily; and those persecuted for their faith or race. The 

end of WWI saw an end to such explicit and horrific persecution; however, religious persecution is still an issue today, 

particularly for Christians in many parts of the world.   Through our assemblies next week, we will focus on these 

significant issues. 

Throughout this week, many groups within the school have been writing poetry, making Poppies, and other symbols of 

remembrance (such as the one pictured above made by one of our Year 7 students) to help keep the story alive. On the 

28th of November, St Joan of Arc will again be supporting the charity, ‘Aid to the Church in 

need’. This is a charity which supports persecuted Christians around the world, which 

regularly campaigns for Religious Freedom, to allow people the opportunity to participate in 

their religious rituals which unfortunately for many is being denied. As red is the traditional 

colour for martyrdom, Aid to the Church in need has decided to organise a ‘Wear It Red Day’, 

to show our unity and support for Christians all over the world who face regular persecution. 

On Wednesday the 28th of November, we would like to show our support for the charity by offering students the 

opportunity to replace one piece of their uniform with one red item. For example, they may choose to wear red socks, 

tights, jumper etc. We have set up an account on Parent Pay which will be referred to as ‘Wear it Red’ to allow you the 

opportunity to offer a donation and to allow the students to participate. As an additional aspect, during KS3 Religious 

Education lessons students will have an awareness lesson on the charity and will also participate in acts of worship on 

behalf of Christians around the world who are wrongfully denied this opportunity. This will also support the campaign the 

charity is currently advocating, ‘Go to Mass for someone who cannot’. We greatly appreciate all of your generosity and 

support.  
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Throughout November we will be offering our daily prayers for the holy souls of family members and friends of our 

school community. A book of remembrance has been placed in the Chapel and students have been invited to add the 

names of loved ones they would like our prayers for during the coming weeks. Daily prayer takes place at three times 

during the day in the Chapel at 8:15 am, 1:00 pm and 3:30 pm and is open to everyone.  

I would like to remind all parents of Year 11 and Year 10 students that we are holding our Sixth Form Exhibition Evening 

on Thursday 22nd November. This will provide you with the opportunity to consider the range of Post 16 qualifications we 

have on offer in our Sixth Form which includes 21 A level courses and 4 Applied qualifications supported by a wide 

range of extension and enrichment activities. The evening will start at 6:00 pm with an opportunity to visit subject specific 

areas where staff and students will provide key subject information and guidance on course choices in our Sixth Form at 

this time. 

22nd November Sixth Form Exhibition Evening 

18:00 * Doors open 

18:00 - 18:45 We invite you to visit subject areas 

18:45 - 19:10 * Talk regarding Post-16 provision at St Joan of Arc in the Main Hall 

19:10 - 20:00 We invite you to visit subject areas 

20:00 Event finishes 

*Student-led tours will be available for anyone requiring a tour 

 

Last Wednesday evening 27 of our students participated in the national Shakespeare School's Festival, presenting their 

version of ‘Macbeth’ at the Watersmeet Theatre. On the evening four local schools performed scenes from ‘Richard III’, 

‘The Taming of the Shrew’, ‘As You Like It’ and our own performance of ‘Macbeth’. The SSF organisers were highly 

complementary about all the performances and it was a privilege to see our students perform with such passion and 

confidence. Congratulations to all those who participated and supported this event. 

 

Please remember to book your tickets for the PFA ‘Winter Ball’ at Moor Park. A considerable number have already been 

sold so please email the PFA with your ticket requests as soon as possible (pfa@joa.herts.sch). 

 

A few weeks ago, I drew your attention to an initiative the PFA have started to increase 

their fundraising through simply requesting parents to consider making on line 

purchases through a specific fundraising website, ‘Easy Fundraising’. The following link 

provides a step by step guide on the process and a guide to how parents can support 

the school in such a simple way: https://youtu.be/Sn2dsQGAe_w 
 

With best wishes and blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

   
Mr P Sweeney  
Headteacher  

 
 

mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch
https://youtu.be/Sn2dsQGAe_w

