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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

I have been asked by the Café staff to remind 
parents to check their children’s Parent Pay 
account balance regularly. In the last two weeks 
there has been an increasing number of students 
arriving at the tills anticipating having money to pay 
for food only to find out they have insufficient funds.  

At this time of year with the poor weather we have 
been experiencing recently, it is essential that 
students have a suitable coat or jacket with them to 
keep them warm and hopefully dry. We are seeing 
large numbers of children arriving at the school 
gate in the morning, already wet from the rain and 
without any coat or protection from the weather. 
This does not make for a good start to the day and 
affects students in their lessons and detracts from 
the planned learning.  

Shakespeare Schools Festival 

It was a privilege to be a member of the audience 

at the Watersmeet Theatre on Wednesday evening 

to watch 4 performances that were part of the 

National Shakespeare Schools Festival, including 

our own production of ‘Othello’. The cast performed 

magnificently, and their production was highly 

acclaimed by the organisers when they summed up 

the evening’s events.  I hope that the students were 

inspired by their engagement with the project and 

final production. They should all be very proud of 

their achievement. 

Pilgrimage to Rome 

 

Before half term a group of 32 students from Year 

8 and Year 9 embarked on a pilgrimage to Rome, 

accompanied by Miss Miller, Mr Mutugi, Mrs 

Toolan and Fr Damian from Our Lady Help of  

 

Christians parish in Rickmansworth. It was a great 

pilgrimage with the students seeing sights including 

St Peter's square, the Vatican museum, the Sistine 

Chapel, the Colosseum and many more of the 

wonderful sights in Rome. The highlight was the 

audience with Pope Francis where many students 

got very close before the service and blessing 

began.  

Year 11 Trial Examinations 

Year 11 Trial Exams start on Tuesday 26th 

November and last until Friday 6th December. 

These exams play a key role to ensure that our 

students are as prepared as they possibly can be 

for the real GCSE examination next summer. It is 

vital that they approach these examinations 

conscientiously with appropriate revision and study 

plans to obtain a realistic picture of their current 

performance as an outcome. 

Sixth Form College Open Evening  

Can I remind all Year 11 students who intend to 

apply for a place in our Sixth Form College for 

September, that applications forms must be 

completed on-line via the following link: Sixth Form 

College Application and submitted by Friday 22nd 

November.  

http://bit.ly/32oX9VK
http://bit.ly/32oX9VK
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Wear it Red Day – Wednesday 27th November 

Once again, this year we will be asking students 

and staff to support the charity, ‘Aid to the Church 

in Need’ who raise awareness and funds for 

Christians who are persecuted because of their 

faith. Christians around the world have been 

violently attacked, denied work, housing, liberty 

and even lost their life because of their religious 

belief; in this day and age, this is unacceptable and 

yet this is what is 

happening in so many 

parts of the world. By 

joining in with 

#RedWednesdsay, we 

can contribute to the 

charities work. To 

support this charitable 

event, students will 

have the opportunity to 

replace one piece of 

their uniform with one 

red item for a donation 

of 50p (which can be 

made via Parent Pay).  

Staff Training Day & Occasional Day   

Please remember that the school will be closed for 

staff training on Friday 22nd November and on 

Monday 25th November for our Occasional Day. 

For those wondering what an ‘Occasional Day’ is, 

there was a time when Catholic and other faith 

schools were allowed to close early on religious 

feast days to mark their significance. However, 

because of the number of these they caused a 

considerable interruption to the school year, as well 

has having implications for parental supervision of 

children. Consequently, schools were directed to 

allocate one day a year as an ’Occasional Day’ to 

collectively celebrate all the feast days at one time. 

Upcoming events 

Friday 22nd Nov: Staff Training (no students) 

Monday 25th Nov:  Occasional Day, (closed)  

Tue 26th – Fri 6th Dec: Trial Exams – Year 11 

Wed 27th Nov:  Wear it Red Day – Charity  

Wed 27th Nov:  RSE Parent Workshop  

Friday 29th Nov: PFA Winter Ball (Moor Park) 

Mon 2nd – Fri 6th Dec:  Year 13 Assessment Week 

Friday 13th Dec: Senior Citizens Party 

Tues 17th Dec:  Carol Service 

Friday 20th Dec: End of Term (12:30 pm) 

Monday 6th Jan: Start of Term 

The ‘Pop Up Kitchen’ 

On Thursday of this week, our new caterers 

(Accent Catering) held their first ‘Pop Up Kitchen’ 

event. This new feature will become a regular 

event during the next year.  

The ‘Pop Up Burrito Kitchen’ was a terrific 

success with the catering team serving over 180 

burritos on the day – have a look at the 

mouthwatering pictures on the attached flyer.  

Finally, I wish you every blessing for the week 

ahead. 

Mr. Sweeney - Headteacher 


