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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

Please remember that Monday 25th November is 

an ‘Occasional Day’ for St Joan’s and therefore the 

school will be closed to students.  

Next week will start on Tuesday 26th November and 

will also see the beginning of the Trial Exams for 

Year 11 students. Year 13 Assessment Week will 

start on Monday 2nd December. Both Year 11 and 

Year 13 assessments / exams will continue until 

Friday 6th December. 

RSE Parent Workshop  

I would like to draw to your attention a workshop for 

parents being held next week on Wednesday 27th 

November at 6:30 pm. There are some significant 

changes to requirements for, and the content of, 

Relationship and Sexual Education (RSE) in 

schools from September 2020. However, as a 

school we have been involved in both the national 

planning and piloting of some of these themes and 

the workshop is an opportunity to share with 

parents the new RSE programme. Please sign up 

for the RSE evening on Wednesday 27th November 

if you have not already done so via the following 

link: RSE Parent Workshop 

Wear it Red Day – Wednesday 27th November 

Next Wednesday, 27th November, St Joan’s will be 

supporting the ‘Aid to the Church in Need’ charity 

who raise awareness and funds for Christians who 

are persecuted because of their faith. To support 

this charitable event, students will have the 

opportunity to replace one piece of their uniform 

with one red item for a donation of 50p (made via 

Parent Pay). #RedWednesdsay 

Christmas Gift Bag Appeal 

As we approach the season of Advent, I would like 

to bring to your attention some of the ways that we 

will be encouraging our community to look out to 

those in need as we prepare for Christmas. 

For nearly 30 years we have supported local 

families experiencing hardships by providing gifts 

at Christmas time. In recent years this has been 

through ‘Homestart’, a local organisation that helps 

families experiencing a wide range of difficulties. 

This year we been asked to do things slightly 

differently. ‘Homestart’ no longer have office space 

to receive the abundance of gifts that we usually 

bring and so have asked us to focus on 'Making 

Memories’. Many of the families can find it difficult 

to spend quality time together so we have been 

asked to consider providing experiences and gifts 

that the families can enjoy together. This might be 

something as simple as some card games, a family 

trip to a local cinema or maybe a form class could 

focus on one large event and provide travel and 

admission to an attraction in London. Form classes 

will be receiving more information shortly. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

On the last day of term, we will be having our own 

Christmas Jumper Day. We will be collecting for the 

Catholic Children’s Society of Westminster who are 

there to support all children who live in the Diocese 

of Westminster. One of the ways they do this is 

through their ‘crisis fund’. Headteachers can 

access this to receive emergency funds for families 

in immediate crisis. As a school we have accessed 

this fund on behalf of our families and this year we 

are looking to raise what we can through our 

Christmas Jumper Day to give something back to 

the charity. More details will be made available as 

we journey through Advent and donations for CJD 

will be made through Parent Pay.  

PFA Winter Ball – Friday 29th November 

We are looking forward to welcoming over 150 

guests to the PFA Winter Ball at Moor Park next 

Friday, 29th November starting with a drink’s 

reception at 7:30pm. Thank you for your 

tremendous response and we wish everyone a 

memorable evening. 

 

May God’s grace be with you all in the week that 

lies ahead. 

Mr. Sweeney 


