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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

This weekend will see the arrival of the season of 

Advent. The word ‘advent’ is derived from the Latin 

word ‘adventus,’ which means ‘coming.’ For 

Catholics, Advent is the four-week season leading 

up to Christmas. During Advent we anticipate the 

coming of Jesus. It’s a time full of reflection, 

excitement, and hope. Advent is a season of 

preparation and if we want to experience the true 

magic and meaning of Christmas, we need to take 

a break from our to-do lists and get our hearts 

ready for Christmas. One way you can engage 

with this preparation is by joining us for our 

Carol Service on the evening of Tuesday 17th 

December at Our Lady Help of Christian’s 

Church in Rickmansworth.  

There are of course 

many traditions at 

Christmas and one of 

those is the Advent 

wreath. Traditionally, the 

Advent wreath is a circle 

of evergreen branches. 

Both the evergreen 

branches and the 

circular shape symbolise 

the passing of time and 

eternal life. The shape of the wreath, with no 

beginning or end, reflects the complete and 

endless love that Jesus has for us. The wreath 

holds the four Advent candles. The candles 

represent Jesus coming as the light in darkness. 

One candle is lit each Sunday until all four candles 

are lit, and as Christmas draws nearer, each candle 

brings a little more light into the darkness. Each of 

the candles represents an aspect of preparation 

during the season of Advent; the candle of Hope; 

the candle of Peace; the candle of Joy; and the 

candle of Love. 

Wear it Red Day – Wednesday 27th November 

I would like to thank everyone who swapped an 

item of their uniform on Wednesday in support of 

‘Wear it Red’ day, to raise awareness and funds for 

Aid to the Church in need. We had a terrific 

response from both students and staff. 

RSE Parent Workshop  

I would like to thank all the parents who attended 

our RSE workshop on Wednesday evening and I 

hope that you found the content both useful and 

informative. The feedback Mrs O’Hanlon (DHT) 

has already received has been extremely positive. 

Should you wish to find out any more information, 

either about what was discussed on the evening or 

other areas of the RSE programme, please contact 

Mrs O’Hanlon via: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

NATO Conference – 4th & 5th December 

You may already be aware that the NATO 

Conference is being held at The Grove Hotel in 

Watford on the 4th & 5th December.  Whilst this may 

not affect our students travelling to school it may 

cause issues for staff.  For security reasons Herts 

Police have issued details of road closures that will 

be in place from 6am on Monday 2nd December 

until 8pm on Wednesday 4th December.  For your 

information the road closures are as follows: 
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Christmas Gift Bag Appeal 

Last week I brought to your attention our charitable 

focus for the season of Advent and some of the 

ways that we will be encouraging our community to 

look out for those in need as we prepare for 

Christmas. This year we have been asked to focus 

on 'Making Memories’ for the families we are going 

to support. Form classes will be receiving 

information next week about the family allocated to 

their tutor group. This will be in the form of a basic 

outline of the family, for example the information 

may simply say it is a young mother with two 

children, a boy aged 7 and a girl aged 5. This will 

help guide the gift(s) the class can consider 

providing to ensure that it is suitable and 

appropriate. 

As a school we have supported the Homestart 

charity for 30 years and whilst I am aware that we 

call upon your generosity at many times during the 

course of the year, the gifts these families are 

provided with from the school are often the only 

gifts they receive and they are always grateful, 

thankful and humbly received. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Get your Christmas Jumpers ready for the last day 

of term (I know everyone else will be doing this on 

Friday 13th but it just does not fit with other school 

activities already taking place on that day). We are 

collecting for the Catholic Children’s Society of 

Westminster who support all children who live in 

the Diocese of Westminster, especially those in 

great need of support. Donations for Christmas 

Jumper Day can be made through Parent Pay.  

May God’s grace be with you all in the week that 

lies ahead. 

Mr Sweeney 

Headteacher 

 

 


