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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

Throughout November we will be offering our daily 
prayers for the holy souls of family members and 
friends of our school community. A book of 
remembrance has been placed in the Chapel and 
students have been invited to add the names of 
loved ones they would like our prayers for during 
the coming weeks. Daily prayer takes place three 
times during the day in the Chapel at 8:15am,             
1:00 pm and 3:30 pm and is open to everyone.  

Remembrance Sunday – 10th November 2019 

 

Remembrance does not glorify war and its symbol, 
the red poppy, is a sign of both Remembrance and 
hope for a peaceful future. 

Remembrance honours those who serve to defend 
our freedoms and way of life. On Remembrance 
Sunday, we remember the sacrifice of the Armed 
Forces community from Britain and the 
Commonwealth; we pay tribute to the special 
contribution of families and of the emergency 
services; and we acknowledge the innocent 
civilians who have lost their lives in conflict and acts 
of terrorism.  

Monday 11th November is Armistice Day. This day 
commemorates the Armistice agreement to end the 
fighting of the First World War as a prelude to 
peace negotiations, which began at 11am on 11 
November 1918. 

“Armistice” is Latin for “to stand (still) arms”. 

We will mark Armistice Day at St Joan’s by joining 
in with others across the United Kingdom and 
Europe, with a ‘Two Minute Silence’ at 11am. We 
will remember them. 

Science Block Refurbishment 

Firstly, I would like to thank parents of Year 7 for 

their understanding with the delayed return after 

half term to facilitate the occupation of our 

temporary classrooms for Science whilst the 

refurbishment project to our existing facilities takes 

place. 

The Science department have now moved into 

their new accommodation and science lessons 

have been taking place in the new facility (see 

below) since Tuesday.  

I would also like to thank all of our students for their 

understanding as they adjust to new routes around 

school and areas where access pathways have a 

significant reduction in size and space which has 

led to some minor delays moving between lessons 

as a result. 

Lastly, I would also like to thank and acknowledge 

the tremendous (additional) work our science staff, 

both technicians and teachers, along with our 

premises staff, have undertaken to make this 

transition as smooth as it has been. 
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Sixth Form College Open Evening  

It was wonderful to welcome over 300 current 

families and visitors on Thursday evening for our 

Sixth Form College Open Event. I would like to 

remind our current students that application forms 

must be completed on-line via the following link: 

Sixth Form College Application 

This must be submitted by Friday 22nd November. 

Subject staff will make themselves available over 

the next two weeks to provide additional advice and 

support to students to help them with the subject 

selections. 

Shakespeare Schools Festival 

Next Wednesday 13th November at 7:00pm, a 

group of students from St Joan’s will be 

participating in the National Shakespeare Schools 

Festival. They will perform an abridged version of 

Othello at the Watersmeet Theatre in 

Rickmansworth and there will also be three other 

Shakespeare Presentations from local schools on 

the same evening. This is always a very 

inspirational and enjoyable event, with very high 

standards of performance. To attend, tickets are 

required to be bought in advance of the evening 

and can be purchased through this link: 

Watersmeet - SSF 

Year 11 Trial Examinations 

I am sure Year 11 students by now should be very 

aware of the Trial Exams which start on Tuesday 

26th November and last until Friday 6th December. 

These examinations are a key part of a series of 

events and support to ensure that our students are 

as best prepared as they possibly can be before 

they sit the real GCSE examinations next summer. 

Whilst they will not define the grades students will 

achieve next summer, they will provide clear 

information about areas of focus each student will 

need to address between now and the actual 

GCSE examinations and it is therefore vital that 

they approach these examinations as if they were 

the real thing by putting into practice appropriate 

revision and study plans to prepare for the trial 

examinations and get a realistic picture of their 

current performance as an outcome. 

WINTER BALL – Friday 29th November 

 

The PFA and governors annual ‘Winter Ball’ at 

Moor Park has almost sold out (125 tickets sold to 

date) and the deadline for booking tickets is this 

weekend. Therefore, if you are intending to join us 

please submit your orders via the PFA ticket sales 

weblink below and email the PFA with your menu 

choices as soon as possible. It promises to be a 

wonderful occasion and just to remind you if you 

still need tempting, on arrival you will be welcomed 

with a glass of ‘Fizz’, followed by a 3-course menu 

and dancing until late. The evening begins at      

7:30 pm and is a great opportunity for families (and 

friends) who are new to our school to meet up with 

other parents within our school community.  

To purchase tickets please visit; 

www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa  

Finally, I wish you every blessing for the week 

ahead. 

Mr P Sweeney                     
Headteacher 

http://bit.ly/32oX9VK
https://www.watersmeet.co.uk/shakespeare-schools-festival
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/Pfajoa

