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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents, 

I am delighted to share news of the performance 

data the Department for Education (DfE) published 

this week in relation to the summer GCSE exam 

outcomes for students. The main DfE headline 

measure is now known as ‘Progress 8’ which 

provides an indication of the progress a child 

makes at any given school in relation to their 

expected progress from their end of KS2 

assessment. The Progress 8 score for St Joan’s in 

2019 was + 0.42 which is equivalent to 4 out of 

every 10 GCSE exams taken securing a grade 

higher than would have been expected. This 

fantastic achievement places our school within the 

top 18% of schools nationally (including all types of 

selective schools).  

 

Admissions 

Can I remind any parents who have children in 

Year 6 currently and are seeking admission to St 

Joan’s next September that Supplementary 

Information Forms must be returned to the school 

by Thursday 24th October (4:00 pm) as the school 

is closed for students as staff have a Catholic 

Deanery Training day on Friday 25th October. 

Science Block Refurbishment 

We are looking forward to taking possession of the 

temporary accommodation for Science after half 

term. However, please remember that we have had 

to take the decision that Year 7 students will not 

be required to attend school on Monday 4th 

November to enable the school to have the space 

and flexibility to prepare the new accommodation 

for use. All other students will be expected to attend 

as normal. 

Examination Invigilators 

We are still seeking some invigilators to support our 
Year 11 and 13 Trial Exams in November & 
December and then for the exam season in 2020. 
Full training will be provided for successful 
candidates, but applicants need to be reliable, 
punctual, highly flexible, calm under pressure and 
confident in dealing with teenagers. Checkable 
references and full DBS clearance will be 
required.  Please contact exams@joa.herts.sch.uk 
for more information. 

WINTER BALL – Friday 29th November 

The PFA and 

governors would like to 

extend an invitation to 

join members of the 

school community at 

their annual ‘Winter 

Ball’ at Moor Park to celebrate the festive season, 

have a lot of fun and raise valuable funds for the 

school.  

On arrival you will be welcomed with a glass of 

‘Fizz’, followed by a 3-course menu and dancing 

until late. The evening begins at 7:30 pm and is a 

great opportunity for families (and friends) who are 

new to our school, particularly those in Year 7, to 

meet up with other 

parents within our school 

community. To purchase 

tickets please visit; 

www.pta-

events.co.uk/Pfajoa  

Last year this event sold out and places are limited 

so please book your tickets early to avoid any 

disappointment.  
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French Exchange Opportunity 

An exciting opportunity has arisen for a French 

exchange with a family in the south of France. They 

have two sons aged 12 and 14 who are really keen 

to come to England to improve their English and to 

host two English boys at their home in Perpignan. 

If you have a son studying French in Year 8, 9 or 

10 and would like them to improve their French 

language skills and experience French culture, 

please email Mrs White in the MFL department 

at hwhite@joa.herts.sch.uk and she will give you 

the family's contact details. 

Bringing Communities Together 

Hertfordshire’s Bringing Communities Together 

Project is currently offering free English courses for 

parents who have lived in the UK for less than 10 

years, have children of a school age and would like 

to improve their English to assist with applying for 

work or training opportunities. The course takes 

place on a Wednesday and Thursday evening from 

6:00 – 8:30 pm and starts on 30th October (ends 

19th December). It will be held at ‘Step Up’, 39 

Oxhey Drive, South Oxhey, Watford WD19 7SD. 

For more details and to sign up please contact: 

communityengagement@ascend.org.uk 

Presentation Evening 

The school’s annual Presentation Evening, where 
our previous cohort of Year 11 students receive 
their GCSE certificates, will take place next 
Tuesday evening at the Watersmeet Theatre, 
Rickmansworth. The evening will start at 7:00 pm 
although all guests are requested to take their 
seats by 6:45 pm and students should arrive no 
later than 6:30 pm. Although this event is mainly to 
award and present certificates to the cohort of 
students from Year 11 last year, a number of other 
students from Year 8 upwards are also invited to 
receive special awards on the night. Invitations for 
all those students involved in the presentation have 
already been issued. 

Rome Pilgrimage 

Next Tuesday morning a group of 34 students and 
staff will depart on our biannual Rome Pilgrimage. 
I am very grateful to the RE Department staff who 

have organised this event and especially to Fr 
Damian Ryan from Our Lady’s parish in 
Rickmansworth who will be accompanying the 
group and providing opportunities for spiritual 
reflection and development. We wish them all a 
safe journey and I am sure they will bring some 
fantastic memories home with them. 

Sixth Form Open Evening – Thursday 7th Nov 

Our Sixth Form Open 
Evening will take 
place on Thursday 7th 
November and all 
students in Years 11 
and 10 considering 
their options post 
GCSE examinations 
are invited to attend. 
We are proud to have 
such a successful 
Sixth Form College 
as part of our school 
where we are able to 
ensure the same 
high-quality teaching, 
pastoral care, spiritual nourishment and challenge 
the students will have already received throughout 
Years 7 to 11. This enables our students to excel, 
as they do at GCSE and secure places at their 
chosen Universities or in the world of work. 

The Open Event will start at 6:00 pm, ending at 
8:00 pm and we welcome applications to our Sixth 
Form College, from both current students and 
those studying at other schools. Please visit our 
school website for more information about the 
Open Evening and the courses we offer : 
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-
welcome 

 
With best wishes and blessings for the week 
ahead,  

Mr P Sweeney                     
Headteacher 
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