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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
If this was a normal end of Easter term, we would 

have spent this week in school focusing on 

preparations for Holy Week and the amazing 

charitable work our students always so willingly 

engage with. However, we all now know that 2020 

is turning into anything but a ‘normal’ year. 

However, during Holy Week we can find 

reassurance that our faith provides us with hope. 

Pope Francis reflected last weekend that the Lord 

invites us, in the midst of our tempest, to reawaken 

and put into practice that solidarity and hope 

capable of giving strength, support and meaning to 

these hours when everything seems to be 

floundering. In the midst of isolation when we are 

suffering from a lack of tenderness and chances to 

meet up, and we experience the loss of so many 

things, let us once again listen to the proclamation 

that saves us: he is risen and is living by our side. 

Embracing his cross means finding the courage to 

embrace all the hardships of the present time, 

abandoning for a moment our eagerness for power 

and possessions in order to make room for the 

creativity that only the Spirit is capable of inspiring. 

It means finding the courage to create spaces 

where everyone can recognise that they are called, 

and to allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and 

solidarity. By his cross we have been saved in 

order to embrace hope and let it strengthen and 

sustain all measures and all possible avenues for 

helping us protect ourselves and others. 

Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: that 

is the strength of faith, which frees us from fear and 

gives us hope for the future. 

 
Supporting our NHS 

 
Please remember that the best way we can support 
our NHS is to follow Government advice to stay at 
home (except for essential journeys or daily 
exercise) and maintain social distancing. The 
school has also been contacted by Hertfordshire 
County Council who are co-ordinating the transport 
resources in the current crisis to support the 
delivery of equipment, supplies or by providing 
transport to patients who have fully recovered in 

order to ease the burden on NHS resources. We 
have made our school mini-buses and several 
members of staff who have volunteered as drivers 
to support this action.  
 
Home Learning 
 

Firstly, I would like to thank you for the feedback 
we have received regarding our ‘Home Learning’. 
As this is both new to you and your children, so it is 
also for the school in terms of the scale of remote 
learning we are attempting to deliver. Your 
feedback, and that from staff, has helped us to 
understand what is working well and what is not 
going so well, and we will be making adjustments 
which are aimed at improving the provision to start 
after the holiday period. We also understand that 
what works for some students and families, may 
not for others. This is why we provide a range of 
learning platforms and opportunities, which include 
a mix of direct internet provision such as ‘My 
Maths’, virtual learning (e.g. Google Classrooms) 
or reading and response tasks. We anticipate this 
will enable a greater number of students to engage 
with the planned learning. However, just as some 
children find it challenging to sit in a classroom and 
undertake learning activities, we appreciate that 
there will be some who find this type of learning 
very hard to engage with, or it may even be just 
completely overwhelming for them. 
 
We have communicated your feedback with staff 
and one area we have asked them to focus on is 
the quantity of work that is being set, particularly for 
students in the lower school. Teachers have 
recognised that the volume of work a student can 
remain engaged with when working in isolation 
differs greatly to the amount of work that can be 
covered in a classroom session. 
 
During the very challenging weeks that lie ahead of 
us, please re-assure your children that although for 
some it may feel like they are being overburdened 
by the amount of work being set, this is not our 
intention. I have asked all teachers to re-evaluate 
the volumes of work set once we resume after 
Easter. We do not anticipate that any child should 
spend more time on their studies than they would if 
school was operating normally. In fact, it is much 
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harder to sustain learning in isolation for an hour, 5 
times a day than it would be in school, therefore 
working on a subject for between 30 to 40 minutes 
at a time is more realistic. We would also 
encourage students to continue to find time to read, 
either as part of the accelerated reader program, to 
explore an area of interest or simply for pleasure.  
 
Each family will need to find the best way of 
working for them. The information we have 
previously sent out regarding a daily routine are 
only guidelines. We know that routines are helpful, 
particularly in times such as those we are 
experiencing currently, but they should be adapted 
to meet the needs of all your family whilst also 
including time for personal events, time to relax, 
and for many time to support other close family 
members and friends who also need support.  
 
One common area of feedback from parents where 
things are working well is where their children have 
followed, as closely as possible, only completing 
work for those subjects that they would have had 
on their timetable for that day, or by just using their 

homework as opposed to their normal timetable. 
Both of these have provided a regular pattern of 
subjects and enabled children to progress at a 
steady pace through the work set, rather than for 
example, attempting to complete all the work set for 
a particular subject on Show My Homework in one 
go, when it will have been set to cover the next 2 or 
3 lessons. 
 
As I mentioned earlier, it will be impossible to find 
a solution that will match every child’s preferred 
way of learning. However, I would not wish this to 
be used as a reason for a child not attempting any 
of the work in any of the subjects. At St Joan’s, from 
the moment a child starts their education with us in 
Year 7, they are challenged to always do their best, 
whatever the circumstances. This is all we ask of 
them: we do not want them to feel any anxiety or 
that they should be doing more than is possible.  
 
The most important thing from the start of next term 
for our students, is that they maintain good working 
habits and routines. Teachers will be placing less 
emphasis on students learning new material and 
more on them consolidating, deepening and 
applying their existing knowledge. 
 

GCSE & A Level Exams 

 
We appreciate that families of students in Years 11 
and 13 will be particularly anxious about how 
grades will be allocated. We have been informed 
that guidance on how schools and teachers should 
determine the predicted grades for Year 11 and 13 
students, and how the school will be required to 
authenticate them, will be published on Friday. 
However, we know that the process will be 
thorough, with both internal and external 
moderation and the responsibility for awarding 
grades will not merely be left to individual teachers. 
Once we have had the opportunity to assess this 
guidance, we will provide a further update.  
 
Year 11 into Sixth Form Preparation 

 
I have been asked by Mr Briggs to remind all our 
current Year 11 students who are intending to start 
courses in our Sixth Form, that he has provided a 
link to information and work aimed at allowing you 
to prepare yourself for beginning your Sixth Form 
studies in September, all being well. This link will 
direct you to folders contained on the school 
Google Drive where you will find prep work set by 
the subject teachers for each course we are 
offering as of September 2020 and other useful 
information relating to the Sixth Form. 
 
 
Wishing you all a happy and joyful Easter 
 
Thank you all once again for your continued 
support. This will be a very different Easter 
celebration for all families, but we know from 
history that out of periods of global trauma, it is the 
human spirit that always prevails. From Christ’s 
death on the cross came new life for us all through 
his resurrection. His life provides us all with hope 
for a better future and he will always be with us on 
our journey out of this current global crisis.  
 
May God bless you all, stay safe and stay in touch. 
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1WwXxyzXapjHifoE5gDvu9EUgiFeOygxV

