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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
Most of you will already be aware that today is a 
very sad day for our school, as one of our 
colleagues, Mr Mongoue passed away after 
suffering a stroke just over two weeks ago. 
 
Mr Mongoue, was a member of our MFL 
department and taught French to many students 
throughout the school over the past 8 years. Mr 
Mongoue suffered a stroke just after Easter and 
although he had started to respond to initial 
treatment to regain some of the loss of mobility he 
experienced as a result of his stroke, he suffered a 
further relapse which required an emergency 
neurological operation. Following the operation, he 
was kept under sedation but lost his battle for life in 
the early hours of this morning. 
 
Alongside the devastation that his wife, children 
and family will be going through at this time, our 
school community are also in shock as this was 
totally unexpected. We are all coming to terms with 
the loss of a highly respected, loved and valued 
colleague and friend to many. Mr Mongoue’s smile 
could, and always did, light up the room and he 
enjoyed nothing more than engaging and inspiring 
our students to understand French culture, life and 
our human qualities that he valued so dearly. 
 
We are currently exploring how we can celebrate 
Mr Mongoue’s life and contribution to our 
community across our wider school family. We will 
be in touch with more details of how and when this 
will take place but please feel free to share your 
thoughts and memories with each other and the 
school. 
 
Please also do not hesitate to contact us if any of 
your children feel they require support to come to 
terms with this sad news. Under normal conditions 
we would have staff on hand daily who can provide 
support, however, given the current conditions 
things may take a little longer to be able to respond 
to need, but we will endeavour to contact all those 
who would like to access any of our support 
services as soon as practically possible.  
 
 

Please keep Mr Mongoue and his young family in 
your prayers at this very difficult time for them. May 
he rest in peace with Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Today is the Feast of St Joseph the Worker. This 
feast extends the long relationship between Joseph 
and the cause of workers in both Catholic faith and 
devotion. The dignity of human work has long been 
celebrated as a participation in the creative work of 
God. By work, humankind fulfils God’s will to both 
care for the earth and to be productive in our 
labour’s. Saint Joseph, the carpenter, is but one 
example of the holiness of human labour. Jesus, 
too, was a carpenter. He learned the trade from 
Saint Joseph and spent his early adult years 
working side-by-side in Joseph’s carpentry shop 
before leaving to pursue his ministry as preacher 
and healer. We could reflect that this may be the 
earliest recording of the type of ‘home learning’ 
families are experiencing currently. Therefore, 
today we ask Saint Joseph to support our families, 
not just in our labours over home learning, but for 
all those experiencing the challenges of either 
being out of work, or those who have to maintain 
essential services through their work during the 
coronavirus pandemic.  
 
Praying the Rosary in May 

 
Pope Francis has also called us to pray the rosary 
during the month of May for all our intentions, but 
especially those caused difficulties and hardship as 
a result of coronavirus. Pope Francis said;  
 
“I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the 
beauty of praying the Rosary at home in the month 
of May. Contemplating the face of Christ with the 
heart of Mary our Mother will make us even more 
united as a spiritual family and will help us 
overcome this time of trial”. 
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If you would like to join 
with others to pray the 
rosary during May, 
please follow either of 
the two links from our 
own Chaplain, Deacon 

Liam, or the Diocese of Westminster: 
 
Dcn. Liam Lynch, Chaplain 

 
Diocese of Westminster Education Service 
 
Year 13 – Student Finance 

 
The Student Loans Company has this week 
encouraged current Year 13 students planning to 
move onto University next Year to apply for 
student finance now. They have confirmed that 
the application service will remain open to 
students as part of its response to the coronavirus 
(COVID-19) outbreak and are encouraging 
students in England to apply for student finance 
as soon as possible to ensure their finances are in 
place for the new academic year. 

New students are being asked to submit their 
applications before 22nd May 2020. The Student 
Loans Company is contacting returning students 
to remind them to reapply for their next year’s 
student finance. The deadline for these 
applications is 19th June 2020. 

Applications for student finance can be made 
here. 

School Communications 

 
I am conscious that under the current conditions 
you are probably receiving a higher volume of 
emails from a variety of sources in school than you 
would normally. Our intention is not to overload you 
however, there are many developments and 
opportunities arising and it is only right that we 
should pass these on so that you remain informed. 
You can then consider if any of the additional 
provision or opportunities are suitable for you or 
members of your family.  
 
The following items provide a summary of some of 
these opportunities that we have been made aware 

of this week. 
 
The Skills Toolkit Campaign  

 
This is a new online learning platform to help 
develop workplace skills and is supported by the 
UK Government. The platform provides access to 
free digital and numeracy courses and is suitable 
for older students and adults.  
 
Speakers for Schools 

 
We are also pleased to introduce the Speakers for 
Schools (SfS) Virtual Talks Programme that will 
start the week commencing Monday 4th May. The 
Speakers for Schools program provides leading 
public figures to deliver inspirational talks with the 
intention of raising aspirations and interest in a 
wide variety of careers. Please follow this link to 
access the Virtual Talks and the complete schedule 
of talks. As an example, next week students will be 
able to hear: 
 
Monday 4th May, 2pm: Carl Jones, Award 
Winning International Creative Director 
Carl's talk will focus on fake news, how to spot it 
and will share a practical checklist you can use to 
assess whether what you're seeing on socials or 
in the media is fake. 
 
Wednesday 6th May, 10am: Retired Consultant 
Breast Surgeon and Author 
Liz's talk with 11-18 year olds will focus on how to 
cope when bad things happen, developing 
resilience and self-care strategies during difficult 
times and how setting goals can help.  
 
Thursday 7th May, 10am: Penguin Talks in 
Collaboration with SFS – The Squiggly Career. 
This talk will take place on the Penguin 
YouTube page via the link. 
Authors of The Squiggly Career, Helen Tupper 
and Sarah Ellis, share practical tools, exercises 
and actions to help you grow in confidence, stay 
curious and ultimately prepare for, and enjoy, the 
squiggly world of work. 
  
 
May God bless you all, stay safe and stay in touch. 
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://youtu.be/VJbam0lVo7A?t=254
https://youtu.be/la--sRTzxx4
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
https://theskillstoolkit.campaign.gov.uk/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/

