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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
I would like to begin by thanking you for the many 
messages of condolence and support following the 
passing of Mr Mongoue. We have been overcome 
by the outpouring of emotions and sadness that is 
shared throughout our community. The messages 
that have been sent into school have been collated 
and forwarded to Mr Mongoue’s family in the form 
of a Memorial Booklet and I am sure that these 
heartfelt messages of what Mr Mongoue meant to 
all of you as individuals, will go a long way to help 
his family come to terms with their grief. 
 
Many of you had asked about how you may be able 
to make a donation or a contribution to a fund in   
Mr Mongoue’s memory. We have therefore created 
a “Go Fund Me’ memorial page for Mr Mongoue, 
where (should you wish to do so) you can make a 
donation. Please click on the link above that will 
take you to the donation page. Since going live 
yesterday, your generosity has once again been 
tremendous, and his family are overcome with 
emotion by the kindness of those contributing to 
this memorial fund and they have asked me to 
convey their appreciation and thanks for donations. 
  
We are continuing to work on plans to celebrate   
Mr Mongoue’s life through a memorial service via 
an online platform with our community. We will be 
in touch with more details of how and when this will 
take place once these plans have been finalised. 
 
Coronavirus - preparing for the next phase? 

 
As I am sure you are aware, there has been much 
speculation about what will be in the 
announcement made by the Prime Minister in his 
announcement on Sunday regarding potential 
easing of the current restrictions and plans for 
getting the country moving again, which would 
include details for gradually re-opening schools or 
extending school based provision for some whilst 
other children remain being home educated. Whilst 
it is very difficult to plan with so many unknowns, 
senior leaders, staff, governors and the ASCAT 
Trust of which St Joan’s is part of, have all been 
considering a variety of scenarios to ensure that we 
are as prepared as we possibly can be to welcome 

students back to school, as and when we are 
allowed to do so. Once we have been able to 
consider the information provided by the PM on 
Sunday, we will be in contact with you to set out our 
plans and expectations. 
 
Once again, I would like to thank you all for your 
support and understanding with the home learning 
provision that is currently in place for your children.  
Please also remember that during the past 6 weeks 
the school has not actually been closed, we have 
been open every day, including the Easter holidays 
and will be across the half term holiday, to provide 
a working space for the children of ‘critical workers’ 
and thus enabling their parents to continue to work 
and support the nation’s fight against the 
coronavirus pandemic.  
 
If you are identified as a critical worker or have a 
child who would be considered as vulnerable under 
the guidance, I would encourage you to access this 
provision: please complete this short online form. 
 
VE Day 
 

Tomorrow, Friday 8th May, is the 75th Anniversary 
of VE Day. Victory in Europe Day on 8th May 1945 
saw Britain and its Allies formally accept Nazi 
Germany's unconditional surrender after almost six 
years of war. Prime Minister Winston Churchill 
announced on the radio at 3:00pm, that the war in 
Europe had come to an end, following Germany's 
surrender the day before. This was followed by 
spontaneous celebrations which broke out across 
the country. 
 
The country is invited to join in with a series of 
events to celebrate this significant and momentous 
event. A national moment of remembrance and a 
two-minute silence will be held at 11:00am and at 
3:00pm, Winston Churchill's speech is being 
broadcast once again to the nation when people 
will be invited to stand up and give a national toast, 
saying: "To those who gave so much, we thank 
you". Finally, at 9:00pm, the Queen's pre-recorded 
address will be broadcast on BBC One at the exact 
moment her father, King George VI, gave a radio 
address 75 years ago.  
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/mr-alphonse-shuale-mongoue-memorial-fund
https://www.gofundme.com/f/mr-alphonse-shuale-mongoue-memorial-fund
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScUY9RmZ4w8OBWx9BzO1Bflo4N7NTZ_QS3xTeaa72CsYOz88w/viewform
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Tuxedo Junction - JOA Advanced Band 
 
As part of the Music Department’s support to help 
Performers continue to develop their skills, Miss 
Marshall has been working with our ‘Advanced 
Band’ on a performance of ‘Tuxedo Junction’. Each 

student listened to a guide track with headphones 
and recorded their part which was then mixed 
together to produce the recording which can be 
heard via the link below.  Congratulations to the 
students involved: Niamh Lloyd-White, Shauna 
Meehan, Becky Raymond, Ben Pomeroy, Euan 
Petrie, Catherine Pomeroy, Eve Colson, Santiano 
Liano and Holly Borlaise. We hope you enjoy it. 
 
  
 
 
DT Department make PPE equipment for Care 
Home 

 
On Tuesday of this week, one 
of our students, Mark Oliver, 
who had helped produce 
some of the 100 Face Visors 
made by our DT Department 
and six students the previous 
week, delivered a box of 
visors to a very happy Care 
Centre Manager. They were 
delighted with the PPE arrival 
and we have agreed to make 
and provide additional visors 
in the coming weeks. 
 
PFA – Easyfundraising 

 
As you will be aware the PFA provide fantastic 
support for the school through their activities which 
take place regularly during the course of a school 
year. Given the current conditions, they have been 
restricted in their ability to raise funds which are 
ultimately given back to the school to provide 
additional equipment, facilities or opportunities for 
our students that they would otherwise not have the 
chance to utilise.  
 
One way that you can continue to support their 
work, particularly as so many of us will be buying 
through online platforms currently, is by registering 
with the ‘Easyfundraising’ website and buying your 

online purchases via this site. You are re-directed 
to the online shop, for example a food store or 
electrical goods store, and at no cost to you. It is an 
easily accessible website there are over 3,300 big 
name retailers included, such as Amazon, Argos, 
John Lewis, ASOS, eBay, Boden and M&S. Every 
time you shop, we receive a small donation to say 
‘thank you!’ It’s completely free and we want to 
raise as much as possible, to benefit all our 
students, so please sign up and help us 
at Easyfundraising 
 
And finally, 

 
Can I ask you to remind your children that if they 
are invited to access a shared document from a 
teacher that they should only use their school email 
address. This will firstly avoid the need for a student 
to seek permission from the document owner to 
access work that has been shared via the Google 
Drive as it will automatically recognise a 
@joa.herts.sch.uk email and therefore grant 
permission. Secondly, and most importantly, it 
provides a safe and secure method of 
communication between a teacher and a student 
as we do not support the use of personal email 
communications between students and teachers. 
 
Praying the Rosary in May 
 

Finally, for this week, 
please remember that 
Pope Francis has called 
us to pray the rosary 
during the month of May 
for all our intentions, but 
especially for those 

caused difficulties and hardship as a result of 
coronavirus. If you would like to join with others to 
pray the rosary during May, please follow either of 
the two links from our own Chaplain, Deacon Liam, 
or the Diocese of Westminster: 
 
Dcn. Liam Lynch, Chaplain 

 
Diocese of Westminster Education Service 
 
 
May God bless you all, stay safe and stay in touch. 
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanofarcpfa/
https://youtu.be/VJbam0lVo7A?t=254
https://youtu.be/la--sRTzxx4

