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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  

 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the summer term 
and I hope that you and your families are safe and 
well. Please do not hesitate to contact us or update 
us with information as you would normally do to help 
us provide any support or assistance you or your 
family may require during this very challenging period 
for us all. We are already aware of several families 
who have suffered bereavements recently, some as 
a result of Covid-19 and some for other reasons and 
therefore I would ask you to continue to pray for all 
those families who have suffered from bereavement, 
illness or who are suffering through financial hardship 
or because of other factors at this time.  
 
Home Learning 
 

Before Easter I wrote to you about our review of the 
first couple of weeks of home learning and the 
changes we have put in place which we anticipate will 
improve the provision. However, we also understand 
that our provision is still heavily reliant upon access to 
the internet and families having the equipment to 
enable parents and children to work simultaneously 
whilst at home. If either access or equipment are 
limiting your child’s ability to engage with the home 
learning provision, please either email your child’s 
form tutor to explain the situation or email 
admin@joa.herts.sch.uk and we will look into 
solutions that we may be able to provide. The 
Government recently announced they would 
introduce a scheme to enable wider access for 
vulnerable children who do not have equipment or 
access to the internet, however we are still awaiting 
details of this scheme and notification of how it will 
operate. 
 
Alongside the school provision for home learning, 
several national schemes have also made their 
resources available for free to families to support this 
period of home learning. They could be used to  
supplement the work being set from teachers and 
provide a range of high-quality learning experiences:  

 
Oak National Academy 
Future Learn for School 

Start Line 

 
 
 

Careers - National Employability Challenge 

 
I would like to congratulate Fionn Doheny (9 Alban) 
who was one of many students entered for this year’s 
National Employability Challenge which is run by 
‘RateMyApprenticeship’ to give young people the 
chance to develop key employability skills.  Fionn has 
successfully got to the final stage of this national 
competition where he will have the chance to join an 
exclusive employability skills event with PwC where 
he can virtually network, hone his skills and test his 
abilities further.  All parents should also shortly be 
receiving our latest ‘Careers Futures’ newsletter, 
produced by Mr Ritchie who has also offered to make 
himself available to support any Year 11 or 13 
students who are still considering options for the next 
stage of their development after the summer exams. 
 
50th Earth Day 2020 – Wednesday 22nd April 
 
This week we celebrated Earth Day! This year marks 
50 years of Earth Day celebrations and is more 
important than ever as we experience how delicate 
and vulnerable humans and the planet are to global 
threats. Miss St Ledger has produced the attached 
information sheet to help us consider things we could 
all undertake to be part of global climate action.  
 
Pope Francis called for common action and 
ecological conversion that lead to a deeper love for 
our common home and our brothers and sisters, 
especially the most vulnerable, in his weekly general 
audience. He stated that, “This is an opportunity for 
renewing our commitment to caring for our common 
home.  We are called to cherish creation and all life 
within it, for the natural world is the “Gospel of 
Creation”, not a set of resources for us to exploit. We 
can only be authentic custodians of the earth, and 
overcome the challenges before us, such as the 
coronavirus pandemic, by acting in solidarity with one 
another.  As the Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ reminds 
us, we are one interdependent human family and so 
need a common response to the threats we face. In 
this Easter season of renewal, send forth your Spirit, 
O Lord, and renew the face of the earth”. 
 
May God bless you all, stay safe and stay in touch. 
 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 
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