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Weekly Newsletter 

Coronavirus 

May I begin by thanking you for your continued 

support for the control measures we have in 

place at school to minimise the risk of either 

contamination or spreading coronavirus. The 

systems in school are working well and the 

students have responded fantastically to the new 

daily timetable, one-way systems, staggered 

breaks and other additional control measures, 

including the wearing of face protection when in 

areas where social distancing is difficult to 

maintain. 

The one area where we still require support, 

which I understand is difficult for both yourselves 

and the school to control, is when students are 

travelling to or from school. Such is the level of 

scrutiny by members of the public of others who 

are not always conforming to Government 

regulations, we have received several comments 

about students gathering in groups larger than 

six, and others who only wear a face mask when 

they get onto a train or bus and then immediately 

take it off. Please reinforce the need to maintain 

social distancing and the wearing of face 

protection in public areas as we have been doing 

in school this week. 

 

 

 

 

 

Virtual Open Evening 

On Thursday 8th October, we held our annual 

Open Event for prospective parents and their 

children, although this year, due to the 

coronavirus restrictions, we transferred our 

presentations into a ‘Virtual Open Evening’ which 

can be viewed by following this link: 

 

Information regarding admission to St Joan’s can 

be found on the school website through this link 

and application forms can be collected from the 

main school reception or by emailing 

admissions@joa.herts.sch.uk 

I would like to remind any of our current parents 

who may have a younger child seeking 

admission in September 2021, that although the 

deadline for submitting forms to the school is 

given as Friday 23rd October, the school will 

actually be closed for an off-site training day and 

therefore we would recommend that all forms are 

submitted to the school by 4:00pm on Thursday 

22nd October when the main reception closes. 

Liam – Virtual London Marathon   

Last Sunday, our school Chaplain, Deacon Liam, 

completed his ‘virtual’ London Marathon by 

completing a route around Watford and then into 

Rickmansworth and finishing at the school. The 

weather was not on his side and as well as the 

rain, Liam had to contend with several flooded 

footpaths as he covered the 26.2mile route. 

However, complete it he did in a fantastic time for 

his first ever marathon, of 3 hours and 32 

minutes. Liam was running to raise money for an 

organisation called ‘CLIC Sargent’ who support 

families battling childhood cancer, which 

includes a number of our own students. To date 

his efforts have raised an amazing £4,700 

including Gift Aid Donations.  

Please consider donating if you are able by 

visiting: justgiving.com/run262 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/282/admissions
mailto:admissions@joa.herts.sch.uk
http://justgiving.com/run262
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/1439/-open-evening-2020-8th-october-6pm-1
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Macmillan update 

I would also like to thank everyone who has 
made a donation to our annual support for the 
Macmillan Cancer Foundation. Through your 
generosity we have raised just over £1,400 which 
will now be passed on to Macmillan.  

 
Thank you for all your contributions.  
 
Well Being - Keeping in Touch – Pen Pals 
 
We at St Joan's know how difficult lockdown has 
been for so many people over the last few 
months and recognise how many of the 
restrictions can be very isolating. We would love 
the opportunity to support you or someone you 
may know who you think would like to have a pen 
pal. Although it is not the same as face to face 
contact, we think it is something that many may 
like to participate in. It is also a great chance to 
get back to some hand-written exchanges and 
allow us to take a break from the immediate 
nature which comes with emails. This is a great 
chance for the different generations to stand 
together and support one another in these very 
difficult times and hold true to our belief that we 
must "Do to others as you would have them do 
to you”.  If you are interested or know anyone 
who may be interested please contact the school 
and ask to speak to our Curriculum Leader for 
RE, Miss Gaughan, or 
email tgaughan@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 
Exam Invigilators 
 
We are currently recruiting for Exams Invigilators 
for casual work. This is a great opportunity to join 
a friendly team of experienced invigilators.  No 

experience is necessary, and training will be 
given to successful applicants.  
 
Further details including a job description and 
support staff application form are available on the 
school website, or contact Mrs J Stokes, HR 
Administrator. Please note, we cannot accept 
CV's and all applications should be on a school 
application form. 
 

 
 
 
With best wishes and blessings for the week 

ahead. 

Mr Sweeney, Headteacher 

 
            

 

EXAMS INVIGILATORS 
 

 
Are required for casual work at St Joan of Arc Catholic School.  
Hours by agreement with the Exams Officer. £10.00 per hour. 

 
Efficient, organised individuals with good people skills are required to facilitate the administration 
of exams in the school. No previous experience is required as full training will be given. Invigilators 
are usually required for blocks of exams in December, March, May and June each year. 

 
Ideally candidates will be able to work for 5 days per week during exam periods, but blocks of 3 

days may be also available. 
 

Informal telephone interviews will be arranged for w/c 9th November 2020, with training to be held 
at St Joan of Arc Catholic School w/c 16th November 2020 

 

Why work for St Joan of Arc Catholic School?  

• an Ofsted rated ‘good’ school with behaviour and attitude to learning identified as 
‘outstanding’ 

• a strong ethos with clear vision and values with an emphasis on care and respect 

• students with a wide range of abilities and from a diverse range of backgrounds  
• an encouraging and friendly staff who also run regular social events  
• a school community that is committed to serving each other and to developing students into 

caring, active and well-rounded citizens 

• an ongoing programme to improve the school’s buildings and facilities 
• an attractive and easily accessible location in SW Herts close to the underground station 

and with ample car parking on site 

•  a 5 minute walk from the town centre with its shops and services 

Support Staff application forms are available on the school website www.joa.herts.sch.uk 
Only applications submitted on the CES school application form will be considered. 

 
Completed applications and supporting documents can be returned by email to 

vacancies@joa.herts.sch.uk 
 

Closing date for applications: Monday 2nd November 2020 by 9am 
 

Please note, if you have not been contacted within one week of the closing date you have not been 
shortlisted for interview. 

 

 

Love Christ, Inspire Others 
 

St Joan of Arc Catholic School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff 
and volunteers to share this commitment. This post is classed as having a high degree of contact with children and is exempt from the 

Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. 

The successful applicant will be subject to an enhanced DBS check through the Criminal Records Bureau and references will be sought. 
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