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Weekly Newsletter 

Welcome to the start of the new academic year and 

I would especially like to extend a special welcome 

to all those families who have joined St Joan’s for 

the first time, especially our new families with 

children joining Year 7. 

For many of our students, this has been their first 

full week in school for almost 6 months and they 

have had to adapt to several changes in routines to 

enable the school to reopen, which they have done 

extremely well. As ever, they have risen to the 

challenge and embraced the opportunity to 

continue their learning in school rather than 

through remote study. It has been an absolute 

pleasure and delight to see their smiling faces as 

they returned, and although by the end of the first 

full week back I am sure many are a little tired, their 

feedback to us is that they are happy and enjoying 

their learning and ability to see their friends once 

more.  

With all the changes we have had to adopt in order 

to reopen the school, at the heart of everything we 

have ensured that our curriculum offer has not 

been affected and all students have access to a 

broad, aspirational and challenging curriculum that 

will enable them to develop in the years ahead. The 

students have responded really positively to the 

new routines of the school day, such as the 

staggered breaks and lunch times we now operate, 

and although they may take a few weeks to 

become embedded, we are proud of the manner in 

which they have embraced and understood the 

need for these adaptations. You will be aware that 

we have had to introduce a staggered exit at the 

end of the school day to alleviate congestion and 

this is now working much better and the exit of 

students is more fluid. I would ask that any parents 

who are collecting their children, to help reduce 

congestion around the school, that they arrange 

collection points that are away from the main 

school gates. There are several car parks with free 

parking for up to an hour within a short walk from 

the school and I would also ask parents not to park 

in the roads opposite the school (The Cloisters) as 

this also causes a significant amount of congestion. 

To celebrate the start of the new school year, Fr 

Damian came into school to offer Mass on Monday. 

Due to the current regulations we could not have 

anyone in attendance but it was recorded and will 

be broadcast at midday on Friday 11th September 

through the following link: 'The Chaplaincy' You are 

most welcome to join us today. 

For parents new to the school I would also like to 

introduce you to the work of our PFA (Parents and 

Friends Association) who do a tremendous amount 

of voluntary work throughout the school year that 

includes helping new families settle into the school 

as well as fundraising and providing additional 

support and help at many school events. To find 

out more about their work take a look at their 

Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/joa.pfa/ 

Click on the link above and then click ‘Like’ and 

‘Follow’ to keep in touch.  It is a great forum for our 

school community to connect and find out about all 

our upcoming events and how the PFA are raising 

funds in order to enhance the learning experience 

for all the students. 

 

 
 
 

http://youtu.be/waCkTrsJ7HI
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Public Examinations  

I am sure that even if you did not have children 

taking either GCSE or A level examinations this 

summer, you will have been aware of the 

challenging situation students, particularly our A 

level students, found themselves in following the 

issuing of calculated grades. This was a very 

challenging time for students, especially those 

seeking University admissions, parents and the 

school and whilst this situation has now, for the 

most part been resolved, it was far from 

satisfactory. However, I am delighted to be able to 

share with you the continued success of our 

students and we wish all of last year’s Year 13 the 

very best for the future as they look forward to 

starting University courses in the coming weeks. 

We have welcomed a large cohort of students in 

our Sixth Form College and we are delighted to be 

able to continue to support both their academic and 

personal development in the years ahead. 

Our Sixth Form students celebrated a fantastic set 

of A Level results this summer. We are delighted 

for them and the reward they have received from 

their hard work over the past two years and we wish 

them every success with the next stage of their 

education and careers.  

Headline figures for A level results: 

A*A grades 31% 

A*B grades 65% 

A*C grades 92% 

Headline figures for GCSE results:  

34% of all grades awarded at 9 – 7 

75% of all grades awarded at 9 – 5 

91% of all grades awarded at 9 – 4 

86% attained 4+ in English and Mathematics 

69% attained 5+ in English and Mathematics 

These outcomes continue to demonstrate the high 

academic performance of students at St Joan’s and 

I would like to congratulate our students on their 

achievements and thank them for the outstanding 

contribution they have made to our school.  

Alongside the academic development of our 

students, one of the core personal characteristics 

and life skills we aim to instill, is to develop a 

personal resilience to never give up, there is 

always hope. Given the experience of the past 6 

months, this has never been more important as the 

future, short or long term, is very difficult to predict 

let alone rely upon. As a school we know from 

many years of past experience the value and 

importance of resilience in all aspects of 

development. Those students who work with an 

honest consistency and rise to every challenge, 

finding ways to keep going and overcome those 

challenges, are always our most successful 

students, not just in examinations, but in life itself. 

Never has this been more important because of the 

conditions we are all currently living under, 

experiencing and I hope, embracing. 

The calendar for the school year is available on the 

school website, please note the school events 

which are relevant to you and your son/daughter.   

Please also remember to keep a check and top up 

your child’s account if they regularly purchase food 

from the school Café.  

New Staff 

I would like to welcome the following members of 

staff who have joined us at St Joan’s in September: 

Miss Schurer & Mr Davis (English); Ms Williams 

(French); Miss Baker (Mathematics): Mr Kipps 

(Humanities); Mrs Kasipandi & Mrs Hussain  

(Science); and Miss Morris (Pastoral Support for 

Years 8 & 9). I am sure that you will join with me in 

wishing them every success, they bring with them 

a tremendous amount of experience and are 

looking forward to the contribution they can make 

to further enhance our great school. 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 

ahead. 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 


