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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the start of the new academic year and 

I would especially like to extend a special welcome 

to all those families who have joined St Joan’s for 

the first time, especially our new families with 

children joining Year 7. 

PUBLIC EXAMINATIONS 2021 
 
The past year has been another extremely 

challenging year for those students preparing for 

their GCSE and A level examinations. However, I 

am delighted to be able to share with you the 

continued success of our students who have 

responded magnificently to every challenge they 

have faced over the past 18 months.  

Consequently, our Sixth Form students celebrated 

a fantastic set of A Level results this summer. We 

are delighted for them and the reward they have 

received for their hard work and we wish them 

every success on the next stage of their education 

and careers.  

Headline figures for A level results: 

A*A grades 37.3% 

A*B grades 67.5% 

A*C grades 88.6% 

 

Following an equally strong and exceptional set of 

GCSE results, we are welcoming a large cohort of 

students into our Sixth Form College and we are 

delighted to be able to continue to support both 

their academic and personal development in the 

years ahead. Our congratulations are extended to 

all our Year 11 students on their achievements. 

Headline figures for GCSE results:  

34.5 % of all grades awarded at 9 – 7 

74.2% of all grades awarded at 9 – 5 

90.3% of all grades awarded at 9 – 4 

These outcomes continue to demonstrate the 

exceptionally high academic performance of 

students at St Joan’s and I would like to 

congratulate all our students on their achievements 

and thank them for the outstanding contribution 

they have made to our school.  

Alongside the academic development of our 

students, one of the core personal characteristics 

and life skills we aim to instil, is to develop a 

personal resilience to never give up, as there is 

always hope. As a school we know the value and 

importance of resilience in all aspects of a person’s 

development. The experiences our students have 

overcome will be as important as the grades they 

have achieved in the years ahead and in life itself.  

NEW STAFF 
 
I would like to welcome the following members of 

staff who have joined us at St Joan’s in September. 

Miss Ilaria Agostini & Mrs Patricia Claessens 

(MFL); Ms Fakhra Ashraf (Maths) & Mr Tim 

Dillamore (Maths); Mrs Carly Benge (Psychology & 

Sociology); Mr Tony Chan (Science) & Mrs 

Amanda Oscar (Science). I am sure that you will 

join with me in wishing them every success, they 

bring with them a tremendous amount of 

experience and are looking forward to the 

contribution they can make to further enhance our 

great school. 

 
RETURN TO PE LESSONS - kit expectations 
 
As you will be aware we are now on the road to 
recovery from the restrictions imposed because of 
the COVID pandemic. Pupils will once again be 
returning to bringing in their PE kit and using the 
changing rooms for their lessons on the days they 
have PE. All pupils will therefore be expected to 
arrive in school wearing full school uniform every 
day and bring their PE kit in to change into at lesson 
time.  
 
However due to the ongoing concerns around 
COVID we will still NOT be lending out any kit 
should your child forget some, or all of their kit and 
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pupils will again be given a warning in the first 
instance. If this should occur again then a 
departmental detention will be issued for the 
second infringement. If they are missing an item 
e.g. shorts, but can bring a suitable pair from home, 
as a short term replacement then this is much 
preferred.  
 
We have recently updated our PE kit design, but 
please be assured that either the old or new style 
of kit is acceptable and the new kit will be phased 
in gradually as the old stock is used. 
 
 
SCIENCE BLOCK UPDATE 
 
Over the summer holiday period a significant 
amount of work has been undertaken to prepare for 
the demolition of the old Science block which is 
now underway. The demolition process will 
continue during the first half of this term but should 
not interrupt any teaching. The final planning 
design for the new block has been agreed over the 
summer and are now ready to be submitted for 
local planning application.  
 
 
PFA - Parents and Friends Association  

For parents new to our school, I would like to 

introduce you to our PFA who are an integral part 

of our community. They undertake a tremendous 

amount of voluntary work throughout the school 

year. This includes helping new families settle into 

the school as well as fundraising and providing 

additional support and help at many school events.  

To find out more about their work, please look up 

their Facebook page www.facebook.com/joa.pfa/ 

via the link above and then click ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ 

to keep in touch.  The PFA provide a great forum 

for our school community to connect and find out 

about all our upcoming events and activities which 

raise funds to enhance the learning experience for 

all the students at St Joan’s. 

 
 
 

SCHOOL CAFE – top up accounts please  
 

Please remember to keep a check and top up your 

child’s account if they regularly purchase food from 

the school Café.  

 
Chaplain’s Corner  
 
Another school year began as we met the new Year 
7’s on Thursday. Really it began on Wednesday 
when the staff gathered together to celebrate the 
achievements of last year's Year 11s & 13s, and to 
plan for the year ahead - and it was lovely to gather 
in person, seeing people face-to-face that we 
haven’t seen this way for over a year even though 
we work in the same school! The school year isn't 
just new for those who are new to the school. There 
are also those who are starting Sixth Form, and 
those beginning their GCSE courses in year 10. In 
some way there is newness for us all - and 
newness means potential, growth and life. Through 
the prophet Jeremiah, God says: "For I know the 
plans I have for you... plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future". 
This reminds us that God has a plan for each of us, 
which includes what happens this year. Plans 
which are good and overflowing with the fullness of 
life. Plans which fulfil our hopes and dreams and 
desires in every area of our life - all that we want 
life to be. We have the simple task of following the 
plan. 'Simple' but not always 'easy'. Let us pray that 
we would be open to God's plan for our life and how 
he wills to use this school year to shape and guide 
us into who we were made to be. 
 
Dcn. Liam Lynch, 
Chaplain 
 
 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead, 

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 

https://www.facebook.com/joa.pfa/

