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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

It was wonderful to see so many students and 

families at our Sixth Form College Open Event on 

Wednesday evening. I would encourage all Year 

11 students, to follow up discussions regarding 

course choices with their subject teachers and 

when ready, submit your application on the link 

provided below. It was also a delight to see a large 

number of students and their families who do not 

currently study at St Joan’s, from whom I have 

received numerous compliments about the school, 

the atmosphere and the confidence and quality of 

our own students they met on the evening. 

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 2022 

Please select the following link to access our online 

application form.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxW

7fNw_ibF_DqrrpSk5-

F4DWYFvdhRPvH5Q3nOmy-eOvS8g/viewform 

Please be aware that the deadline for applications 

to be received is Friday 26th November 2021. 

Further information and all documents relating to 

Sixth Form entry for September 2022 can be found 

here http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-

welcome 

PRESENTATION EVENING 

The week before half term we were able to host our 

annual Presentation Evening in person for the first 

time in two years. It was a joy to be able to welcome 

so many of our students and their families to 

celebrate their achievements in academia, the arts 

and personal and character formation. 

Congratulations to all the students on their 

success.  

A link to photos that were taken of the event will be 

available on the school website from next week.  

CONSULTATION ON 
ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 
 
Thank you for all of the responses we have 

received to date regarding the proposed changes 

to the school’s admissions arrangements for 

2023/24. Some of the common questions we have 

been asked are why? The Governors have a duty 

to consult parents and the wider community to seek 

your views on the proposed changes. Much 

consideration was given by the Governing Body 

before making this decision, which was taken 

because, following analysis of admissions over 

the past 5 years, they have identified cases where 

the issuing of a Certificate of Catholic Practice 

(CCP) is not consistent across all parishes or 

deaneries where applicants to St Joan’s reside. An 

example of this are the different experiences of 

families applying to St Joan’s who live in 

Buckinghamshire (Diocese of Northampton) where 

they adopt a different approach to the issuing of a 

CCP to the parishes within our Diocese. 

Full details of the consultation, along with copies of 

the Admission Policy for 2023/2024 can be found 

on the school website. Please send your comments 

regarding the proposals to the school directly 

at head@joa.herts.sch.uk 

MAGISTRATE’S COURT MOCK TRIAL 

2021/2022 

Calling all students in Years 8, 9 and 10! There is a 

fantastic opportunity to take part in a national 

competition presenting a trial in a real magistrate's 

court! There are so many roles available, from 

speaking as part of the defence or prosecution 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxW7fNw_ibF_DqrrpSk5-F4DWYFvdhRPvH5Q3nOmy-eOvS8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxW7fNw_ibF_DqrrpSk5-F4DWYFvdhRPvH5Q3nOmy-eOvS8g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxW7fNw_ibF_DqrrpSk5-F4DWYFvdhRPvH5Q3nOmy-eOvS8g/viewform
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-welcome
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-welcome
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:head@joa.herts.sch.uk
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teams, to being a part of the court staff, or as a 

court reporter or court artist. There are speaking 

roles and non-speaking roles, and students who 

have taken part in previous years have loved 

unpicking the case and presenting it to a judge! You 

do not need to want to be a lawyer, you just need 

to have enthusiasm and be up for a challenge! 

Taking part in a mock trial will give you confidence 

and transferable skills that you can take through 

your school career and beyond. If you are 

interested in finding out more about this brilliant 

opportunity, please speak to or email Miss White 

and attend a short meeting on Thursday 18th 

November in G32 from 3:30pm to 4:00pm. 

PFA INFORMATION 
 

Winter Ball 2021 – Tickets sold out 
 
A huge heartfelt thank you from the PFA to those 

who have purchased tickets for the Winter Ball 

2021, it’s going to be a fabulous evening and we 

are looking forward to welcoming you then. It’s Sold 

Out, thank you. 

As we look forward to a magical night at Moor Park 

Mansion, our PFA team are busy getting raffle 

prizes together. They would be delighted to receive 

an item or ‘experiences’ that could be offered as 

prizes and welcome all donations towards the 

raffle. Items such as bottles of wine, spirits, 

sparkles, to boxes of sweets, Christmas goodies, 

anything you are likely to find in a fabulous hamper, 

we are grateful to receive…thank you. 

TERM DATES 2022-2023 

Autumn Term 2022 
Start of term: Thursday 1st September – Staff 
Training Day 
Friday 2nd September – Year 7 Induction Day 
Monday 5th September – All students return 
 
Half Term: Monday 24th – Friday 28th October 
 
End of Term: Friday 16th December 
 
Spring Term – 2023 
Start of Term: Thursday 5th January 

Half Term: Monday 13th – Friday 17th February 
End of Term: Friday 31st March 
 
Summer Term – 2023 
Start of Term: Monday 17th April 
Half Term: Monday 29th May – Friday 2nd June 
End of Term: Friday 14th July 
 
Staff Training dates to follow when available 
 
YEAR 12 FOODBANK TEAM 

The members of the Year 12 Foodbank team have 
been very busy setting up this year's support of the 
local food bank. 
 
A cake sale has raised £130 and together with 
previous donations of £170 we are able to give the 
Mill End food bank £300 in Tesco vouchers. All 
Form Groups in school will have a PowerPoint 
presentation next week about the work of the 
foodbank. Letters will be sent home as well to let 
you know what we are doing. We are going to 
Support St Saviour's Food Bank in Abbots Langley, 
as they are just setting up and have very few 
supplies. Items can be brought in during the week 
of 22nd November- 1st December. 
 
We thank you in advance for your generosity but 
are also aware that these are very tough times and 
we do not want people to feel under pressure to 
donate. 
 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
  
This week we move from remembering all the 
Saints and Souls that have died, to specifically 
thinking about those who have died in military 
conflict. Most people are aware of Remembrance 
or Armistice Day on the 11th November, but the 
Church also celebrates two other feasts that are 
worth thinking about at this time. The first is The 
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica. This is a feast 
day that celebrates the converting of a Roman 
building to the first Cathedral Church of Rome 
around 300AD. When it was first built it was the 
barracks for the Roman Emperor’s elite guard. In 
this feast we not only celebrate the Church finding 
its home in Rome, but also the victory of Jesus, 
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the Prince of Peace over the forces of violence 
represented by the Roman Empire. 
 
After this, we celebrate the memorial of Saint 
Martin of Tours also on 11th November. St Martin 
was a Roman Soldier who was generous to the 
poor. He became a priest, he founded monasteries 
and is the patron saint of soldiers, making the 11th 
November the perfect day for us to think of all 
soldiers killed in conflict. I’m not sure if the armistice 
was negotiated for this day on purpose, or whether 
this is down to the powerful intercessions of the 
soldier-saint, St Martin of Tours. 
 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead.   

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 


