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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

As we come towards the run up to Christmas and our 
thoughts start to focus on what may be a very different 
Christmas for many, if not all of us. Let us think about 
the families around the world who have suffered from 
the effects of Covid 19. Let us hold those who have 
lost their lives in our thoughts and prayers and pray 
for an end to the pandemic as soon as possible. 

Grace Gaskell 

Grace’s funeral will take place on Monday 23rd 
November.  Her courageous and positive attitude lit 
up our school community in her time with us. Keep 
her family in your thoughts and prayers during this 
very difficult time for them. They have been an 
inspiration to us all and Grace will be forever in our 
hearts here at St Joan’s. 

Year 9 Academic Review Evening 

Thursday 26th November - The Year 9 Academic 
Review Evening will be a remote event with tutors 
taking face to face online meetings with parents and 
carers through School Cloud. The information on how 
to log in and make an appointment was sent to all 
parents and carers on Monday 16th November. All 
parents and carers are expected to make an 
appointment with their child’s Form Tutor.  

The meetings will last for 5 minutes, starting and 
finishing promptly. If there are any issues that a 
parent feels they need to expand on departmentally 
following the meeting, please email the Curriculum 
Leader of that department directly.  

The meetings are timed and if the meeting runs to the 
end of the 5 minutes, the system will automatically 
end the meeting. The teacher does not have control 
of this so please do not blame the teacher if you get 
cut off. If there are any technical issues at the school 
end or at the home end, this does not pause the 
meeting time.  Please ensure you allow time to check 
your sound and camera are working prior to your 
appointment slot. 

This is a new way of delivering academic reviews 
which has been forced upon us by the events of the 
last year. The school will send out a review for parents 

to complete after the event so we can get a sense of 
the success of the evening.    

Year 11 Trial Exams 

Year 11 trial exams will begin on Monday 23rd  
November. Can I take this opportunity to wish the 
students all the best for the 8 days of exams. It is 
important they work hard and stay focussed through 
to their last exam. We have stressed that the results 
will not just be a guide for the staff to target future 
learning, but that students must take them seriously 
as the results could go to Centre Assessed Grades in 
the event of another serious outbreak of Covid that 
locks society down. Initial data does suggest that our 
Year 11 cohort have worked very well over the period 
of lockdown and these exams will be an excellent 
opportunity to target any gaps that may be evident.  

Currently, the final GCSE exams will happen at the 
end of Year 11 following an extension of three weeks.  
This will allow for extra catch up in preparation for the 
final exams. 

Revision Sessions 

This is a reminder to Year 11 and Sixth Form students 
that they are to take advantage of the various 
opportunities for revision that happen after school 
most evenings. The school is a hive of activity and 
this is great to see. 

Year 11 have access to the Sixth Form block from 
3:30pm to about 6:00pm for revision or homework. 
We have made this space available to all Year 11 
students for the previous three years and it has 
proved very popular and useful. This space allows 
students to work quietly or collaboratively. It is a quiet 
space and not a space for chatting. If students want a 
30-minute break before coming to the Sixth Form 
block, they can pop down the High Street for a coffee 
or sandwich. They will have access all evening, 
although from 4:00pm the area cannot be accessed 
without a pass for security reasons. If a student does 
want to access the room after a revision session has 
finished elsewhere, they can ask a teacher to let them 
in. When the last teacher leaves the Sixth Form 
block, the students need to leave too, this is usually 
about 6:00pm, maybe a little earlier on a Friday 
evening. 
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PFA 

Thank you to the PFA for all of their hard work. Please 
keep an eye out for the Christmas raffle planned for 
this year and the various other activities that the PFA 
are trying to organise under extremely difficult 
circumstances. Over the years they have raised tens 
of thousands of pounds for your children. Their 
footprint can be found all over the school. 

I have enjoyed working with them for many years, but 
I have stepped back at this time and Deacon Liam is 
taking up the mantle on behalf of the school. I would 
like to thank all members of the PFA for making my 
time with them memorable and thoroughly enjoyable. 
They are fabulous, so please consider joining them 
as we move forward. 

Christmas Lunch 

The school caterers, Accent, are cooking a Christmas 
lunch for students on Wednesday 9th December at a 
cost of £2.30. 

 
Menu: 
 
Main meal: Roast Turkey with homemade cranberry 
and apricot stuffing, pigs in blankets, gravy and 
homemade cranberry sauce. 
 
Vegetarian option: Brie, spinach and cranberry filo 
pastry parcel. 
 
Extras: Roast potatoes, carrots and brussel sprouts. 
 
Dessert: Chocolate, cranberry and marshmallow 
brownie. 
 
There will be paninis etc available on the day for 
students who do not want the Christmas lunch. 
Accent are asking students to buy a token for the 
Christmas lunch at the tills between Monday 23rd  
November and Thursday 3rd December. 
 
All students are welcome whether they usually use 
the café regularly or whether they have never yet 
used the café. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covid 19  

Students are used to the one-way routes around the 

school now and the novelty value has diminished so 

they are moving quickly between classrooms. Staff 

have been fantastic in positioning themselves around 

the school to ensure the students are moving and not 

being waylaid. 

All communal areas require students and staff to wear 

face coverings and this is being adhered to by all 

students. These areas include outdoor areas when 

students are not playing sport on the courts or eating. 

If students are sitting in groups they are reminded to 

keep face coverings on and to social distance as far 

as possible. 

The school currently has 2 students with Covid 19 and 

0 teachers. There is one teacher isolating and 4 

teachers off with shielding requirements due to being 

extremely vulnerable. 

The split break and lunch have allowed for much 

greater space in and around the communal areas and 

has significantly reduced issues of social distancing 

in the queues, as far as is possible. With fewer 

students in communal areas at these times, this leads 

to a very calm atmosphere around the school. 

The 2 shifts in the canteen allows for more students 

to sit and enjoy their meals. 

Staff are on the gates every morning and evening 

reminding the students of their Covid responsibilities 

both on the way to and from school. 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 


