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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Grace Gaskell 

Grace’s funeral took place on Monday 23rd November 
and the school joined a live feed from St Joseph’s 
Church in Chalfont St Peter. It was a beautiful and 
emotional service celebrating the life of Grace. We 
heard several eulogies from her incredibly brave 
family and friends. Grace was a much loved and 
admired young girl who clearly touched the lives and 
hearts of all she met. She managed to pack so much 
into her short life and mostly in the service of others. 
She lived a true Catholic life of love and giving, even 
when she was unwell. Grace is now in the hands of 
God so let her rest in peace. 

Season of Advent 

This Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent and is the 
beginning of preparation for the Solemnities of 
Christmas and the First Coming of The Son of God. 
During this time, we hear in the readings about the 
promise of the Messiah in the prophecies of the Old 
Testament and the preparation of Mary and John the 
Baptist. It is a time for a joyful journey, where all the 
family of our Catholic faith travel together. This is 
preparation to celebrate our faith worldwide and a 
time of love for our families and beyond.  

Year 9 Academic Review Evening 

Yesterday, Thursday 26th November, the school ran 
its first remote Year 9 Academic Review Evening. Any 
feedback from those parents involved would be 
welcomed. We will also be harvesting feedback from 
the teachers involved to ascertain how successful the 
evening was and how we could change or improve 
the experience. Depending on the number of parents 
that feedback, the school will read all information and 
get a sense of how successful the evening was. I 
hope that parents understand that replying to all 
emails in this regard would be a big task and that the 
school will report back through the weekly newsletter 
or a general parent email on the finding of any 
feedback received.  

The technology at the school appears to have worked 
well, although I am aware that in a small minority of 
cases, there were some issues for parents at their 

end. The school will continue to deliver remote parent 
evenings as long as the Covid 19 restrictions apply. 

Year 11 Trial Exams 

Year 11 are continuing with their trial exams and are 
keeping on track. It is very exciting to hear them 
leaving their exams buzzing from the adrenalin. There 
are four days left of exams next week so it is important 
that the students stay focused all the way to the last 
exam so they can work on fulfilling their potential. The 
exams are not just a really good indicator of where 
the students are now, but it also allows the teachers 
to effectively target areas for development. The 
current Year 11 did not get the opportunity to 
experience the big exam in the hall last year, so these 
trials are an essential part of preparing the students 
for the pressures of exams in the summer. 

In terms of managing their stress levels throughout 
the remaining four days of exams, the best advice I 
can give is to revise in a structured way following a 
revision timetable. The message I give to any student, 
once they arrive for an exam, is that the time for stress 
is over, the revision is done, just go in and enjoy the 
exam, read the questions, answer your strongest 
question first and your weakest question last. 

PFA 

The PFA would like to remind people to use 
easyfundraising when shopping for Christmas and by 
doing so the fundraising will benefit all the students. 
Please see attached poster for further details. 

Christmas Lunch 

The school caterers, Accent, are cooking a Christmas 
lunch for students on Wednesday 9th December at a 
cost of £2.30. 
  

Menu: 
Main meal: Roast Turkey with homemade cranberry 
and apricot stuffing, pigs in blankets, gravy and 
homemade cranberry sauce 

Vegetarian option: Brie, spinach and cranberry filo 
pastry parcel 
Extras: Roast potatoes, carrots and brussel sprouts 

Dessert: Chocolate, cranberry and marshmallow 
brownie 

 
There will be paninis etc available on the day for 
students who do not want the Christmas lunch. 
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Accent are asking students to buy a token for the 
Christmas lunch at the tills between Monday 23rd  
November and Thursday 3rd December. 
 

All students are welcome whether they usually use 
the cafe regularly or whether they have never yet 
used the café. 
 

Covid 19  

I am pleased to report that we currently have no cases 
of Covid 19 in school. There are no students isolating 
as a result of exposure while in school. This, in part, 
is due to the students and staff being vigilant and 
following our procedures. Some schools have been 
very unlucky with infections, St Joan of Arc have been 
lucky not to have had a big outbreak. We must all 
remain cautious and adhere to the guidance that is 
there to protect us. 

Next week 

The school is closed on Monday 30th November. I 
hope the students take advantage of this extra day 
and recharge their batteries for the run into 
Christmas. 

I would like to wish all our Scottish brethren a fantastic 
St Andrew's day for Monday. I hope you enjoy, 
‘addressing the haggis’ in your bubbles.  

Trial exams continue through to Friday. 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 


