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Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

I hope that this week’s newsletter finds you and 

your families safe and well. This week the 

newsletter is being issued on a Thursday as the 

school is closed for students on Friday 26th 

November for staff training.  Please also remember 

that on Monday 29th school is closed for all students 

and staff for our dedicated ‘Occasional Day’.  

Our Year 11 students have been undertaking their 

trial GCSE exams all week (which will continue into 

next week) and I have been struck by the number 

of staff and exam invigilators, who have 

commented on how impressed they have been with 

the diligent approach Year 11 have taken towards 

these examinations. Congratulations Year 11. 

HOME START COLLECTION 
 
Through assemblies and TCT sessions this week, 
students have been made aware of our annual 
Christmas appeal by raising funds for local 
charities who provide essential support for families 
experiencing hardships. In recent years this has 
been through the ‘HomeStart’ charity, who we will 
once again be working through, to provide 
essential items and gifts for families to share at 
Christmas time and let them know that someone 
cares about them and is thinking of them. Form 
classes have been provided with information on 
how they can support this annual fundraising event. 
Please ask your children to explain what the 
Charity does and how they can contribute and as 
always, please donate whatever you are able to 
give, it all makes a difference. 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND JUMPER DAY 
 
The school Christmas dinner will take place for 

students on Wednesday 8th December. All 

students are welcome whether they usually use the 

cafe regularly, or would normally bring in a packed 

lunch.  Students will also have the opportunity to 

wear their Christmas Jumpers on the same day.  

More details regarding payment for the lunch and 

how to donate to wear a jumper will follow in due 

course. 

 
SIXTH FORM COLLEGE ADMISSIONS 2022 

Please remember that the deadline for Sixth Form 

College applications to be received has been 

extended to Friday 10th December 2021. 

Applications should be completed using the 

following link to access our online application form.   

Further information and all documents relating to 

Sixth Form entry for September 2022 can be found 

here http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-

welcome 

CONSULTATION ON ADMISSION 
ARRANGEMENTS 
 
I would like to thank all those who have responded 

already to the proposed changes to the school’s 

admissions arrangements for 2023/2024. Your 

feedback is an important part of the process which 

will form the Governor’s decision.   Therefore, if you 

have not already done so, please ensure you return 

any comments before the consultation period 

closes on the 12th December 2021.  

Full details of the consultation, along with copies of 

the Admission Policy for 2023/2024 can be found 

on the school website. Please send your comments 

regarding the proposals to the school directly 

at head@joa.herts.sch.uk 

YEAR 13 A.R.C. 

As a Roman Catholic School, we have come to the 

conclusion that we need to do more for our 

environment. In our Year 13 lessons, we discussed 

this issue and have decided to act on this problem 

with the idea of a ‘Swap Shop’. 

The idea of the ‘Swap Shop’ is that your children 

can bring ONE item of clothing that is in clean / 

decent condition to school to the RE office by the 

6th December. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdxW7fNw_ibF_DqrrpSk5-F4DWYFvdhRPvH5Q3nOmy-eOvS8g/viewform
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-welcome
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-welcome
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/
mailto:head@joa.herts.sch.uk
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They will then be issued a ‘Swap Shop’ voucher 

that they can use on the 15th December to then pick 

a different item of clothing to take home.  

We are doing this to encourage people to stop 'fast 

fashion' and constantly buying something 'new' 

when there is so much just 'thrown away' and 

wasted.  

The ‘Swap Shop’ will be held in the Sixth Form 

Common Room on the 15th December during 

lunch. We hope you will support us in our response 

to Pope Francis' encyclical Laudato Si and his 

challenge to 'protect our common home 'and try to 

put an end to fashion waste'  

 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED 

Thank you all so much for supporting Aid to the 

Church in Need, it was incredible to see so many 

students participating and replacing an item of their 

uniform with something red, raising awareness to 

the atrocities taking place around the world where 

people are being persecuted for simply wanting to 

practice their faith. We raised over £500 for this 

great cause. Please continue to support those who 

are being persecuted, by offering a prayer for 

someone who cannot. A selection of photographs 

from the day can be found on the attached flyer.             

13 A.R.C. 

 

 

 

GENERATION 2 GENERATION SPEAKER 

This week a 

selected group of 

students in Year 9 

had the privilege to 

meet with Noreen, 

a remarkable 

woman who shared 

her family's history 

with us. This was 

an 

incredibly moving 

talk where she 

revealed some of 

the atrocities her family endured during the Nazi 

regime. It truly was chilling, yet Noreen had such 

an important message; to not hate but to forgive, 

not to judge but to learn from one another. Noreen 

reminded us how fortunate we are to be able to 

freely practice our faith with no fear and how 

important it is to take time with our families. It is so 

crucial that we hold true to the teachings of the 

Gospel and remember we are all 'Imago Dei' and 

must be like the Good Samaritan, not having 

prejudice but recognising the worth and dignity of 

everyone.  

Love Christ, inspire others 

REPORTING STUDENT ABSENCE 

Please be aware that the school are no longer 

using the 0844 239 3351 telephone absence line or 

the My Ed text line.  Any notification of a student’s 

absence from school should be reported either by 

calling 01923 773881 or by email at 

admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 

CHRISTMAS FAIR at OUR LADY’S CHURCH 
On behalf of the parish of Our Lady’s Church in 
Rickmansworth, we would like to invite parents and 
children to the Boutique Christmas Fair on Sunday 
28th November, between 9:00am and 1:00pm. 
 

mailto:admin@joa.herts.sch.uk
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PFA INFORMATION - Moor Park Winter Ball 
 
The PFA very much look forward to welcoming you 
to the Winter Ball at Moor Park this coming Friday 
evening. 
 

We politely ask that all those with tickets for this 
event (which is sold out) carry out a Lateral Flow 
Test on the day, before attending the event, to 
ensure we carry on working together to keep 
everyone safe. 
 

The PFA have been able to secure some fantastic 
raffle prizes to help raise funds on the evening and 
I would like to express my sincere thanks and 
appreciation to all our sponsors and donors for their 
generosity.  
 

For those in attendance, or for those who have not 
attended before, the PFA will be running a game of 
Heads and Tails, which, like the raffle, will require 
payment by cash, so please bring along some good 
old fashioned ‘real’ money with you. The auction 
sales that are also on offer on the evening will be 
able to be paid by BACS transfer for the successful 
bidders. 
 

PERSONALISED CHRISTMAS TREE 
DECORATIONS 
 

The PFA are ready to take your orders for 
personalised tree decorations which will be hung 
from the St Joan of Arc School Christmas Tree.  
Tags are priced at £2.00 and there are 3 designs 
available to choose from: 
 

• In memory of … 

• Happy Christmas to … 

• A personalised star … 
 

For more details of how to order please see 
attached PFA flyer. 
 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
  
This Sunday we begin Advent, the season of 

preparation for the celebration of Christmas, but 

also of preparation of ourselves for when Christ 

comes again (or we go to him - whichever comes 

first). Preparation and waiting. 

At St Joan's we are also in a season of preparation 

as we review how we teach 'Relationships & Sex 

Education' (RSE). A review of this crucial 

curriculum area has involved a survey of our 

students, a full staff INSET and will continue with 

our Parents RSE Evening next week (2nd  

December). 

I remember one year at that evening - the first after 

being ordained and wearing a clerical collar - one 

mother on arrival commented "what are you doing 

here?" as if to say 'what value does the Church 

have to offer our students in their Relationships & 

Sex Education'. During my input that evening I was 

able to clarify - "Catholic RSE reminds our children 

that they are worth waiting for". Catholic RSE 

reminds us of our worth. It's not a list of rules and 

burdens. It's a mindset based on our human value 

that can and may affect our behaviour. Yet 

understanding 'who I am' always comes before 

understanding 'how I should live'. 

Advent is not Christmas. It too is a season of 

waiting. A waiting that reminds us that we are not 

just worth waiting for, but also dying for! We 

prepare to receive the God who became vulnerable 

to be with us, then died to show us how much we 

are loved. Let us all prepare to receive this truth 

anew this Christmas and beyond.                              

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain  † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead.   

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 


