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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Season of Advent 

 

The tradition for the second Sunday of Advent 

includes lighting the second purple candle that is a 

symbol of faith. This second Sunday of Advent we 

read, pray, and reflect on the hope God’s plan gives 

us (foretold by the prophets and fulfilled by the life and 

death of Christ), and we meditate on the promise of 

Christ’s coming glory-filled return. 

It's a beautiful chance to reflect on the way the 

prophecy has been fulfilled and to ponder what the 

future (promised to us through prophecies) will bring. 

Psalm 46:10-11 says: ...Be still, and know that I am 

God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 

exalted in the earth.” The Lord Almighty is with us; the 

God of Jacob is our fortress.” 

 

This week, we pause to remember who God is and 

what He has done for us. When our lives are hurried, 

we only have the chance to focus on our to-do lists. 

Making space in our schedules for prayer and 

meditation helps us to better see God at work in our 

lives and in our world. 

  
Homestart 

Deacon Liam has launched this year's Advent charity 

that offers help to families in need supported by 

Homestart. Each form class will be given a family and 

will learn about the challenges they are facing. 

Unfortunately, we cannot collect gift hampers like we 

have done for over 25 years, but instead there will be 

a collection via parent pay which will go to helping the 

families have some of the luxuries of Christmas we 

take for granted. For some families, the gifts we give 

have been all that the children have received. Thank 

you for all your support. The Homestart donations are 

through parent pay NOT Bromcon 

https://www.parentpay.com/public/client/security/#/lo

gin 

Christmas Jumpers and Christmas Dinner 

The school Christmas dinner will take place for 

students on Wednesday 9th December. This will also 

be the opportunity for students to wear their 

Christmas Jumpers on the same day. This is in 

support of the Homestart charity that is running 

across the forms throughout December (see above). 

This is always a lovely day with some fantastic 

jumpers and it brings a real kaleidoscope of colour to 

the school.   

Year 11 Trial Exams 

Year 11 trial exams have concluded today and the 

Year 11 students can now look forward to a relaxing 

weekend. They can look back over the previous two 

weeks with a sense of pride. The students have 

revised hard and responded to the rituals of 

queueing, checking names and finding their correct 

locations. The teachers will now begin the process of 

marking all of the papers and the results will be used 

to target areas that require further work, and celebrate 

the areas where students have excelled.  

Uniform 

In regards to the cold weather towards the end of the 

trial exams week, students were allowed to wear a 

fleece or such to keep warm in the gym. This was a 

concession as the gym can get cold in the winter. 

Next week the school uniform returns to normal and if 

a student wants to wear a garment over their shirt and 

under their blazer, that garment must be the school V 

necked jumper with the school logo on it. These are 

available from the uniform suppliers. The PFA also 

has a very good supply of these jumpers available in 

lost property along with several other items of school 

uniform. All clothing is cleaned and is in near perfect 

condition.  The weather appears to be very cold 

throughout next week so please ensure that students 

arrive at school wearing an appropriate outside winter 

jacket.  

https://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/passage/?q=psalms+46:10-11
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PFA 

The PFA would like to remind everyone to use 

easyfundraising when shopping for Christmas and by 

doing so the fundraising will benefit all the students. 

The link to our easyfundraising is attached here too: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcpfa 

Covid 19  

I am pleased to report, once again, that we currently 

have no cases of Covid 19 in school. No students are 

isolating as a result of exposure while in school. This, 

in part, is due to the students and staff being vigilant 

and following our procedures. Some schools have 

been very unlucky with infections, St Joan of Arc have 

been lucky not to have had a big outbreak. I would 

like to thank the students and staff for their vigilance 

and following all the guidelines. We must all remain 

cautious and adhere to the guidance that is there to 

protect us. 

One of our students, Kieran McGuinness in 9 Clare, 

has created an excellent painting to capture the 

theme of this time in society and schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 


