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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Season of Advent 

 

"Rejoice: the Lord is nigh." As Christmas draws near, 

the Church emphasises the joy which should be in our 

hearts over all that the birth of our Savior means for 

us. The great joy of Christians is to see the day 

drawing nigh when the Lord will come again in His 

glory to lead them into His kingdom. The oft-repeated 

Veni ("Come") of Advent is an echo not only of the 

prophets but also of the conclusion of the Apocalypse 

of St. John: "Come, Lord Jesus," the last words of the 

New Testament. 

Sunday is known as Gaudete Sunday. The term 

Gaudete refers to the first word of the Entrance 

Antiphon, "Rejoice". Rose vestments are worn to 

emphasise our joy that Christmas is near, and we also 

light the rose candle on our Advent wreath. 
 

Last week of term 

We come to the last week of the Autumn term and the 

week is an opportunity for the school to celebrate the 

coming of Jesus and rejoice together as a community 

of love. There will be an opportunity to demonstrate 

our belief in our mission statement to, ‘Love Christ, 

Inspire Others’. This is evident through acts of charity 

and kindness that will be witnessed throughout the 

week. Covid restrictions have limited some of the 

fabulous annual events, such as the Carol service 

and Christmas concert. Both events are sorely 

missed. The Senior Citizens party is always such a 

joyous occasion, but cannot go ahead this year. The 

end of term liturgies will happen as a remote event 

rather than joining together in the hall.  

All of the above are temporary pauses and the hope 

of the vaccine will lead us to pray that all these events 

will be back next year.  

The end of the school day on Thursday 17th will be 

staggered over 30 minutes from 12:00 to 12:30.  

After the remote service there will be a staggered 

dismissal from 12.00:- 

 

12.00 Year 7 & Sixth Form 

12.10 Year 8 

12.20 Year 9 

12.30 Year 10 & 11 

 

Students catching the school buses will need to wait 

until 12:30 on the school site. 
 

Homestart 

The Homestart project that Deacon Liam has 

relaunched this year, got off to a flying start this week 

with an impressive and amazing £2361 donated at the 

time of writing the newsletter. The Advent charity 

offers help to families in need of support from 

Homestart. Each form class has been given a family 

and they have learned about the challenges they are 

facing.  

Unfortunately, we cannot collect gift hampers, as we 

have for the past 25 years, but instead there is a 

collection via parent pay which will go to helping the 

families have some of the luxuries of Christmas that 

we take for granted. Thank you for all of your support. 

The Homestart donations are through parent pay 

NOT MCAS. 

https://www.parentpay.com/public/client/security/#/lo

gin 

Christmas Jumpers and Christmas dinner 

The school Christmas dinner took place 

on Wednesday 9th December. This included the 

opportunity for students to wear their Christmas 

Jumpers on the same day. The jumpers were in 

support of the Homestart charity that is running 

across the forms throughout December (see above). 

It was a lovely day with some fantastic jumpers and it 

brought a real sense of celebration and Christmas to  

https://www.parentpay.com/public/client/security/#/login
https://www.parentpay.com/public/client/security/#/login
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the school. I think my Aston Villa Christmas jumper 

was the best, although I am not sure everyone agrees 

with me on this.    

Year 11 Trial Exams 

Year 11 students will receive their trial exam results 

on Wednesday 16th December 2020. Teachers are 

hard at work marking the exams. Feedback from the 

teachers is essential and all Year 11 students must 

really listen to the feedback and work on the areas 

that are targeted to make the exams as relevant as 

possible.    

PFA 

Christmas Hampers: 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/2020freechristmas

draw 

The above is the link to purchase tickets for the 

fantastic Christmas hampers that are being raffled off 

this year to raise, much needed funds, for the PFA. 

The PFA have battled valiantly throughout the year, 

in spite of Covid restrictions, to keep a steady income 

for investment in the students at school. It would be 

fantastic if everyone in the school community bought 

tickets for the 8 hampers on offer. This really would 

raise a significant amount of money for the PFA and 

could result in a Christmas of luxury food and drink. 

The PFA has a supply of school uniforms in lost 

property. All clothes are cleaned and are in near 

perfect condition.  The weather appears to be very 

cold throughout next week so please ensure that 

pupils arrive at school in an appropriate outside winter 

jacket. 

The PFA would like to remind people to use 

easyfundraising when shopping for Christmas and by 

doing so the fundraising will benefit all the students. 

The link to our easyfundraising is attached here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcpfa 

Covid 19  

I am pleased to report that the rate of Covid absences 

are still very low at school. As of today, one student is 

isolating with a positve test and only six students are 

isolating for two weeks through the T & T programme. 

This, in part, is due to the students and staff being 

vigilant and following our procedures. I would like to 

continue thank the students and staff for their 

vigilance and for following all the guidelines. We must 

all remain cautious and adhere to the guidance that is 

there to protect us all. 

Christmas notice for Covid 19 during the 

holidays. This is essential for tracking and tracing 

people who may have come into contact with a case 

of Covid over the days leading up to the end of term. 

The school will check emails from Friday 18th 

December to Wednesday 23rd December. After the 

23rd December the school will cease to check for 

positive cases until our return in the New Year. If your 

child does test positive during these dates, please 

inform the school at covid@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Attendance for this term 

Next week learning coordinators will be issuing over 

350 certificates for students who have managed to 

achieve 100% attendance for this term. This is an 

achievement which needs to be recognised and 

celebrated. Well done to both students and parents 

who have achieved this. Whole school attendance 

for this term, up to and including 4th December of 

95.4%, was well above the national average with 

Years 7 (97.6%)  and Year 12 (97.2%) achieving the 

highest percentage attendance. This is very 

impressive, especially during these challenging 

times. Remember, parents can check their child’s 

attendance using the ‘My Child at School’ app. If you 

are concerned about your child’s absences or any 

patterns you can see emerging, please get in touch 

with their form tutor as soon as possible so that any 

issues can be resolved as quickly as possible. Next 

year we will also be issuing certificates for improved 

attendance as well as 100% attendance for the 

spring term, so it’s all to play for.  

 

Big Thank You 

Mrs Petrie has asked me to thank everyone who 

contributed to the Year 12 food bank collection. 

£1000 of vouchers from Tesco and Clarke’s were 

delivered to the MIll End Foodbank. They were very 

grateful. 

 

https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/2020freechristmasdraw
https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/2020freechristmasdraw
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Free things to do over the Christmas holidays 

https://wellcomecollection.org/pages/X3tAvRAAACQ

AWTJK This re-opens on the 5th of January 2021- it 

is an exhibit about what it is to be human, it is free 

but you must book your ticket. 

https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/whats-

on/2020/architecture-for-dogs/ This is open and is 

free but they again must book a ticket. It is an exhibit 

about architecture for dogs, in which visitors can 

bring their dog. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-christmas-

carol-concert-tickets-

127662591247?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch – This is a 

virtual Christmas carol concert free to join more for 

something to do if they have to isolate.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tales-from-the-crypt-

death-in-barnsbury-walk-tickets-

93295325831?aff=ebdssbdestsearch A free guided 

walk ‘Tales of the crypt’, they must book and it is 

socially distanced.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/visit-the-egham-

museum-tickets-

118290541193?aff=ebdssbdestsearch Free but 

need to book a space.  The Egham Museum 

explores the history of the local area from its earliest 

settlers in the Neolithic and Bronze Ages to the 

present day. 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 

https://wellcomecollection.org/pages/X3tAvRAAACQAWTJK
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