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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the latest edition of our weekly 
newsletter. As always, the end of term is a busy 
period with lots of things going on in school to 
support, enrich and enhance the provision for our 
students. I would like to thank you all for your 
support with the additional measures we have put 
in place to supress the spread of Covid and ask that 
you remain vigilant and continue to undertake 
regular Lateral Flow Testing twice a week. 
Information has been released this week about the 
testing of all students before they return to school 
in January and Mrs O’Hanlon will be writing to you 
separately with details of these arrangements as 
soon as they are finalised. 
 
CHRISTMAS LUNCH AND JUMPER DAY 
 

I have been asked by our caterers to draw to your 

attention that on Wednesday 8th December they will 

be serving a traditional Christmas lunch as the 

main meal of the day. There is no need to pre-order 

and other food options will be available, although 

there may be a reduced offering of the alternatives 

to the main meal of the day. It is 

also our ‘Christmas Jumper’ day 

when children and staff are 

encouraged to wear a festive 

jumper and donate to the Home-

Start charity (see the Chaplain’s 

Corner for information).  

 

FOODBANK 

Mrs Petrie would like to express her thanks and 

gratitude to everyone for your support with the 

foodbank collections. From the attached photos 

you can see the vast number of items that will go to 

support families at such an important time of the 

year. Thank you for your generosity. This message 

is from the Foodbank Team. 

Main Meal
Roast Turkey with Homemade Cranberry and 
Apricot Stuffing, Pigs in Blankets and Gravy 
served with Homemade Cranberry Sauce 

(G,Mk,Su,So)

Vegetarian
Brie ,spinach and cranberry  filo pastry parcel

(G,Mk)

Little extras
Roast Potatoes, Carrots and Brussels Sprouts

Desserts 
Chocolate, Cranberry and Marshmallow 

Brownie

(G,Mk,So,E)

£2.30

£2.30



 

Week 13:  3rd December 2021 

2 

 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG   T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

“CHRIST HAS NO BODY NOW BUT YOURS. 

NO HANDS, NO FEET ON EARTH BUT 

YOURS. YOURS ARE THE EYES THROUGH 

WHICH HE LOOKS COMPASSION ON THIS 

WORLD. YOURS ARE THE FEET WITH 

WHICH HE WALKS TO DO GOOD. YOURS 

ARE THE HANDS THROUGH WHICH HE 

BLESSES ALL THE WORLD. YOURS ARE 

THE HANDS, YOURS ARE THE FEET, 

YOURS ARE THE EYES, YOU ARE HIS 

BODY. CHRIST HAS NO BODY NOW ON 

EARTH BUT YOURS.”   

(ST TERESA OF AVILA) 

This quote truly describes the families of St Joan of 

Arc. The response to the foodbank collection has 

been overwhelming. Your kindness and generosity 

will be much appreciated by those in need. We can 

say with confidence that we are Active Roman 

Catholics who are showing our love for Christ by 

inspiring others to give. 

 

 

 

REACHING FOR THE STARS 

Last half term, we had so many incredible entries 

into the 'Evil Exists' Humanities competition where 

students really did shine with such creative and 

passion filled work. It was a true privilege to 

witness the incredible work ethic our students in 

Key Stage 3 displayed. Going above and beyond 

showing education is not just for the classroom. I 

cannot wait to see which imaginative genius we 

find as a result of the upcoming Science 

competition. Send your entry 

to tgaughan@joa.herts.sch.uk by the 10th January 

2022. Continue to hold to our value of 'Love Christ, 

Inspire Others' and always push yourself to be the 

best you can be fulfilling the divine gifts granted to 

you by God. 

 

mailto:tgaughan@joa.herts.sch.uk
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FAMILIES IN NEED OF SUPPORT 

We are aware that many families are experiencing 

financial and other challenges because of the 

impact of Covid and other circumstances, often 

beyond their control. Some families can access 

support through the Free School Meals scheme, 

but others find they do not meet the FSM eligibility 

criteria. Families in need of assistance can, and 

should, contact ‘HertsHelp’ for advice and/or 

practical help with the cost of food, household bills 

and emotional wellbeing and support. Please call 

0300 123 4044 or email info@hertshelp.net.     

PFA INFORMATION - Moor Park Winter Ball 
 
I would like to express my thanks to the PFA for the 

wonderful Christmas Ball, attended by 144 guests 

at Moor Park last Friday. It was a delight to meet so 

many parents who are both new to the school and 

others who have not previously attended the Ball, 

many of whom were already planning to pencil in 

the date for next year because they had such an 

enjoyable time in Moor Park’s splendid 

surroundings. As well as great food, entertainment 

and good company, the PFA also managed to raise 

a significant sum of money to support activities and 

events for the children at the school.  

END OF TERM 

Please remember that school will end for this term 

on Friday 17th December at 12:10 pm (the school 

coaches have been informed of the change in pick 

up time). Food will be available in the Café for 

students before school and at morning break but 

there will not be a lunch service. Any students who 

would normally be provided with a free lunch will be 

able to collect a packed lunch at morning break 

from one of the Café staff.   

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
  
Each year St Joan of Arc help over 50 families who 
are facing challenging circumstances at Christmas 
time. We support the organisation Home-Start who 
support local families who can be finding life 
difficult for a variety of reasons many of which also 
lead to financial difficulties. Each year your 

generosity means that these parents are able to 
provide the necessities as well as some of the 
luxuries that many of us take for granted at 
Christmas. It's not unusual for our gifts to be the 
only presents some of these children open on 
Christmas Day, or provide the funds needed for a 
Christmas dinner. 
 
Each form class has been assigned a family and 
many tutors have already started discussing the 
family's challenges and how that would change our 
lives. We will now be starting the fund-raising 
primarily through online giving. 
 
This year Home-Start have been able to secure 
matched-funding which will allow all donations 
received before midday on 7th December to be 
doubled! This is a fantastic opportunity that we 
want to support. Therefore, we are asking all those 
who are willing and able to donate to complete the 
linked google form. This will allow us to assign the 
donation to the appropriate family. The form also 
contains the link to Home-Start's secure online 
giving platform where you can make your donation. 
 
Form classes will also be encouraged to provide a 
Christmas card and token gift such as a box of 
biscuits or chocolates. 
 
To support this campaign, we are also asking 
students to wear a Christmas jumper on the 8th 
December - our in-school Christmas lunch day. 
 
Thank you for your generosity and support. 
 
Online Donation 
Form: https://forms.gle/iCh7tR1QtimzeS8X9 
 
Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

May God’s grace be with you all in the week that 

lies ahead, 

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 

mailto:info@hertshelp.net
https://forms.gle/iCh7tR1QtimzeS8X9

