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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you to all the students (and staff) who 
supported our Christmas Jumper Day on 
Wednesday. There were some fantastic jumpers 
on display and we are grateful for your donations. I 
would also like to thank our caterer’s, Accent 
Catering, for providing an excellent Christmas 
lunch on Wednesday which was so popular we had 
to extend the lunchtime break to allow everyone 
who wanted a Christmas lunch to be able to join in. 
 

 
 
I would like to take a few moments to thank and 
send our best wishes to two members of staff who 
will be leaving St Joan’s at the end of this term due 
to promotions, following many years of dedicated 
service to our school. Dr Allen, Head of Science, 
will be leaving after joining the school in 2006, 
whilst Miss Godwin, Head of Design Technology, 
leaves after joining in September 2012. Both of 
these members of staff have not only been 
exceptional leaders for their respective subject 
disciplines, but also outstanding tutors providing 
exceptional levels of pastoral care for our students. 
We wish them all the very best for the future. 
 
COVID UPDATE 

 
Many of you will now be aware that on Wednesday 
8th December, the Prime Minister announced the 
implementation of Plan B which sets out a number 
of additional measures across society to control 
transmission of COVID-19. The Government is 
clear on the critical importance of not disrupting the 

education of children and young people and the 
Government will prioritise keeping all education 
and childcare settings open. At St Joan’s we have 
already amended our measures for the wearing of 
face masks in congested and communal areas and 
students are reminded they must also wear a face 
covering when travelling on public transport and 
should wear it on dedicated transport to and from 
school.  

We strongly encourage all families to continue 
regular LFD testing and to encourage students in 
Year 7 and above to test and report their results. 
We are also requesting that all parents, guardians 
and other visitors take a lateral flow device (LFD) 
test before visiting the school. 

There are some exams for vocational and technical 
qualifications timetabled for January and these 
exams will go ahead as planned. Information about 
on-site testing for students upon their return in 
January will be issued in a separate 
communication. 

HOMESTART – ANNUAL APPEAL 

Thank you to everyone who has already committed 
to donating towards our annual fundraising event 
for the Watford HomeStart Charity. Your response 
has been so great that they have already reached 
their initial target to secure match funding for the 
donations up until the 7th December. However, 
there is still more to be done and donations are still 
being accepted, many of which will be eligible for 
‘Gift Aid’ which enables the charity to reclaim an 
additional 25% if you are a UK taxpayer, making a 
£10 donation worth £12.50. 

We support the Home-Start charity who provide 
essential support to local families, who can be 
finding life difficult for a variety of reasons, many of 
which also lead to financial difficulties. Each year 
your generosity means that HomeStart are able to 
provide the necessities that will support almost 50 
families during the Christmas period. We are 
therefore asking all those who are willing and able 
to donate to please complete the linked google 
form. This will allow us to assign the donation to the 
appropriate family. The form also contains the link 
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to HomeStart's secure online giving platform where 
you can make your donation. Form classes will also 
be encouraged to provide a Christmas card and 
token gift such as a box of biscuits or chocolates. 
Thank you for your generosity and support. Online 
Donation Form: 
https://forms.gle/iCh7tR1QtimzeS8X9 
 
BAR MOCK TRIAL 2021/2022 

 
Calling all students in Years 12 and 13! There is a 

fantastic opportunity to take part in a national 

competition presenting a trial in a real court! There 

are so many roles available, from speaking as part 

of the defence or prosecution teams, to being a part 

of the court staff, or as a court reporter or court 

artist. There are speaking roles and non-speaking 

roles and students who have taken part in previous 

years have loved unpicking the case and 

presenting it to a judge! You do not need to want to 

be a lawyer, you just need to have enthusiasm and 

be up for a challenge! Taking part in a mock trial 

will give you confidence and transferable skills that 

you can take through your school career and 

beyond, as well as being something that will 

make you stand out on a UCAS application. If you 

are interested in finding out more about this brilliant 

opportunity, please speak to or email Miss White 

and attend a short meeting on Tuesday 14th 

December in G32 from 3:30pm to 4:00pm. 

ASCAT AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2021 
 

Please find attached the Autumn Edition of the All 

Saints Catholic Academy Trust (ASCAT) Autumn 

newsletter for 2021. 

PFA INFORMATION 
 

Please see the attached Flyer from our PFA who 

are providing an opportunity for 

families to order a personalised 

decoration which will be hung on 

our school Christmas Tree and 

engraved with the name of a 

loved one, wishing them a Happy 

Christmas and remembering 

them. The decorations will then 

be returned to the students as a keepsake. Please 

follow this link, Christmas Tree Decorations or scan 

the QR code to place an order. 

END OF TERM 

Please remember that school will end for this term 

on Friday 17th December at 12:10pm (the school 

coaches have been informed of the change in pick 

up time). Food will be available in the Café for 

students before school and at morning break but 

there will not be a lunch service. Any students who 

would normally be provided with a free lunch will be 

able to collect a packed lunch at morning break 

from one of the Café staff.   

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
 

This week has been manic and it shows no sign of 

letting up before the end of term, or even Christmas 

Day… actually Boxing Day! And I know it’s similar 

for many people. Days have been beginning before 

5:00am and not ending until the early hours of 

’tomorrow’ just to fit it all in. Each year is the same 

- and I promise myself it won’t be like this next 

year… but it always is! 

In some reflections the 2nd week of Advent has the 

theme of Peace. Well I certainly missed that focus 

this week! However, next week we light the 

Shepherds' Candle on our Advent wreaths which 

accompanies the theme of Joy. 

Shepherding was a 24/7 occupation. Always on. 

All-consuming. Yet their work is interrupted with 

’tidings of great joy’. Let us pray that the never-

ending to-do list would be interrupted by heralds 

that draw us away from the relentlessness of this 

season, to the simplicity of the humble stable and 

the joy and peace that is on offer. 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

May God’s grace be with you all in the week that 

lies ahead. 

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 

https://forms.gle/iCh7tR1QtimzeS8X9
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa/index.cfm?event=#.YbHGfhanzYX

