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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Season of Advent 

 

The fourth Sunday of advent readings focus on the 

circumstances leading up to the first coming of Jesus, 

the event which sets the pattern for his coming to us 

now and at the end of time. The Gospel stresses the 

key role of Mary in the work of our salvation. In 

addition, Sunday’s Scripture texts describe God’s 

promise to David and its fulfillment in Jesus, the Son 

of David. They also tell us that God's preparation for 

the coming of Jesus was full of surprises. 

Colossians 3:15 says, “Let the peace of Christ rule in 

your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful.” 

Lord, I invite your peace to rule my heart! As I end this 

year and reflect on your many gifts you have given 

me; let my heart be encouraged with the truth that you 

are a good God. I thank you for sending your Son to 

die for me. I thank you for the peace I have through 

you. May my words and actions be ones that glorify 

you. Amen. 

  

Last week of term 

 

This is the last week of the Autumn term with a variety 

of challenges that our children have had to contend 

with. Between the ages of 11 and 18 you should not 

have to concern yourself with such grave issues as 

Covid 19. Regardless, this is the world in which we 

find ourselves and the children have had to deal with 

washing hands, wearing face coverings, wiping desks 

down and following exhausting one-way systems. 

They have had to live with the worry of their 

Grandparents becoming ill and the fear of them not 

getting better. At the same time the school 

remembers Grace Gaskell and Mr Mongoue who both 

passed away this year. 

The school would like to offer its condolences to any 

family that has lost a loved one to Covid 19 or any 

other illness. 

Eternal rest grant unto them O’ Lord and let perpetual 

light shine upon them, may they rest peace. Amen  

But, come Thursday, the students can relax and get 

themselves ready for Christmas, albeit a slightly 

different kind of Christmas to what we are all used to. 

We can then look forward with a positive light in the 

hope of a vaccine that will bring the world back to 

normal.  

Homestart 

Deacon Lynch wants to send his heartfelt thanks to 

the whole school community that supported the 

Homestart initiative. It has raised over £6,000. This 

will make a huge difference to the Christmas 

experience for so many people. 

Academic Review Dates for Spring and Summer 

Terms 2021 

Here are the dates for the Academic Reviews for next 

term:  

• Wednesday 13th January - Year 11 

• Tuesday 19th January - Year 13 

• Thursday 11th February - Year 12 

• Thursday 25th February - Year 10 

• Wednesday 3rd March - Year 7 

• Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

Academic Reviews will be online and thank you to all 

the Year 9 parents who fed back on their experience 

in the Autumn. Your points of view have been 

considered as we move forward. 

PFA 

The PFA prize winners have now been drawn.  

Congratulations to the lucky winners who are:- 

• Bernie Martino - Super Deluxe Christmas 

Hamper with homemade Christmas Cake 

• Sandra Campos - Luxury Lucky Dip Hamper 

• Martin Lisboa - Luxury Pamper Hamper 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/colossians/3-15.html
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• Peter Sweeney - Italian Deli Hamper 

• Sandra Robbie - Christmas Kids Hamper 

• Linda O’Sullivan - Christmas Food Hamper 

• Annamarie Doherty - Homemade Christmas 

Cake 

• Shanthi Willis - £50 Amazon Voucher 

The PFA would like to thank our school community for 

their continued support.  Over 2,300 raffle tickets 

were sold which is fantastic. 

The PFA would like to remind people to use 

easyfundraising when shopping for Christmas and by 

doing so the fundraising will benefit all the students. 

The link to easyfundraising is attached here: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcpfa 

Covid 19  

I am pleased to report that the rate of Covid absences 

is still very low at school. As of today, one student is 

isolating with a positive test and only seven students 

are isolating for two weeks through the T&T 

programme. This, in part, is due to the students and 

staff being vigilant and following our procedures. I 

would like to continue to thank the students and staff 

for their vigilance and for following all the guidelines. 

We must all remain cautious and adhere to the 

guidance that is there to protect us all. 

Christmas notice for Covid 19 during the 

holidays. This is essential for tracking and tracing 

people who may have come into contact with a case 

of Covid over the days leading up to the end of term. 

The school will check emails from Friday 18th 

December to Wednesday 23rd December. After the 

23rd December the school will cease to check for 

positive cases until our return in the New Year. If your 

child does test positive during these dates, please 

inform the school at covid@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Free things to do over the Christmas holidays 

https://wellcomecollection.org/pages/X3tAvRAAACQ

AWTJK This re-opens on the 5th of January 2021- it 

is an exhibit about what it is to be human, it is free but 

you must book your ticket.  

https://www.japanhouselondon.uk/whats-

on/2020/architecture-for-dogs/ This is open and is 

free but again tickets must be booked. It is an exhibit 

about architecture for dogs, in which visitors can bring 

their dog. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/virtual-christmas-

carol-concert-tickets-

127662591247?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch – This is a 

virtual Christmas Carol Concert which is free to join 

for something to do if people are having to isolate.  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tales-from-the-crypt-

death-in-barnsbury-walk-tickets-

93295325831?aff=ebdssbdestsearch A free guided 

walk ‘Tales of the crypt’, they must book and it is 

socially distanced. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/visit-the-egham-

museum-tickets-

118290541193?aff=ebdssbdestsearch Free but need 

to book a space.  The Egham Museum explores the 

history of the local area from its earliest settlers in the 

Neolithic and Bronze Ages to the present day. 

Stay safe, have a fabulous and Holy Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 
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