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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Epiphany 

 

Epiphany is celebrated 12 days after Christmas on 

6th January and is the time when Christians 

remember the wise men (sometimes called, ‘The 

Three Kings’). Epiphany is mainly celebrated by 

Catholics and Orthodox Christians. It is a big and 

important festival in Spain, where it is also known 

as 'The festival of the three Magic Kings' - 'Fiesta 

de Los tres Reyes Mages', and is when Spanish 

and some other Catholic children receive their 

presents - as they are delivered by the Three Kings! 

Imagine having to wait until the 6th January to open 

your presents!!! This is a time when we take down 

our Christmas decorations and consider it to be the 

end of Christmas. Some say it is unlucky to leave 

your decorations up after this date. This was 

actually a custom started in Victorian times. 

Christmas actually ends 40 days after Christmas 

day on the 2nd February with the feast of 

Candlemas, so maybe we should leave our 

decorations up this year!! 

  
Welcome back to school  

 

Welcome back to the Spring term at St Joan of Arc. 

I hope you all had a restful, peaceful Christmas and 

New Year. 

 

We have returned to a difficult start to 2021 with the 

reintroduction of a national lockdown and the 

closure of schools in England, at least, until the 

February Half Term break. The situation in the 

country will be reviewed prior to the return of 

students for the second half of the Spring Term, 

although these announcements do suggest it will 

still be a staggered return to school. 

 

From Wednesday 6th January 2021, the school will 

look to meet the demands of the lockdown. 

Lessons will be a mixture of live lessons and 

Google Classroom lessons. Teachers will be live in 

all lessons either to support questions in a Google 

Classrooms lesson or as a live feed. This will 

depend on the availability of staff and absence due 

to illness. In these cases cover work will be placed 

on Google Classrooms. 

Remote learning guide for students and 
parents 
 

We want to make the curriculum as accessible as 

possible and to this end Mr Woollatt has devised 

an excellent remote learning guide to help all pupils 

cope with online learning. Please see attachment 

for details. 

 

GCSE and GCE exams 

 

Following on from the letter sent out to parents and 

carers on Tuesday regarding the exams. It has 

been confirmed by the Government on Wednesday 

that GCSEs and GCEs will be replaced by Teacher 

Assessed Grades. There will be some more 

information about moderation and fairness to be 

released later by the Government but for now we 

can move forward with a degree of certainty about 

how students will obtain their GCSEs and GCEs 

this year. 
 

GCSE and GCE students must take this as an 

opportunity to focus and knuckle down to some 

serious work so staff have strong evidence of 

progress when assessing the students work. Any 

students not fully engaged, now is the time. Ensure 

all work is completed to the absolute maximum of 

the student’s ability.  

 

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/spain.shtml
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In the live lessons the school would like the 
students to leave their cameras on when the 
teacher is delivering the lesson. The school feels 
that this is psychologically important for the 
students and teachers to see each other. When 
completing tasks and the teacher isn’t talking, 
turning the camera off would be fine, but once the 
teacher starts talking again cameras should be 
turned back on. This will help the pupils engage 
better with the teacher and allow the teacher to 
identify who is or isn’t engaged in the learning 
process.  
 
Please ensure that the pupils sign into the 
Google lessons using their school account 
through their school email.  
 
 

Academic Review Dates for Spring and 

Summer terms 2021 

Here are the dates for the Academic Reviews for next 

term:  

Wednesday 13th January - Year 11 

Tuesday 19th January - Year 13 

Thursday 11th February - Year 12 

Thursday 25th February - Year 10 

Wednesday 3rd March - Year 7 

Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

Academic Reviews will be on line.  Thank you to all 

the Year 9 parents who fed back on their experience 

in the Autumn. Your points of view have been 

considered as we move forward. 

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 


