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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Second Sunday of the Epiphany 

 

For whether we are afflicted, it is for your instruction 

and salvation; or whether we are comforted, it is for 

your comfort; or whether we are exhorted, it is for your 

instruction and salvation; which shows its efficacy in 

the endurance of the selfsame sufferings that we also 

suffer. 

—II Cor. i. 6 (from Matins) 

God does not call all of us to do very important jobs 

like the prophet Samuel and Saint Peter. But each of 

us should follow Jesus and be ready to do His will. If 

we always try to do what God wants, then we will be 

ready if He does have a special job for us. How can 

you do God's will today? 

Lockdown Week Two 

 

As we come to the end of our second week of term 

and we all come to terms with the delivery of the 

curriculum remotely, I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank all the students and staff that 

have engaged in the delivery of these lessons. The 

engagement of most students has been excellent and 

attendance has been very good. If you are a student 

that has not engaged as much as you should have, 

take stock of your actions and get on board. You 

really don’t want to be left behind. Where possible, all 

lessons are at the very least starting with a live link to 

the teacher to say hello and introduce the lessons. It 

is great to see that more and more students are 

leaving their cameras on and it is great to see your 

faces. We really miss you folks. 

 

We have received some feedback from students and 

there are areas as a school that we will work on to 

improve the learning experience. We are looking at 

the three Key Stages and how best we can deliver. 

 
There are various programmes happening at school 

and I would like to take the opportunity to say well 

done to the students in Year 7 and Year 11 that have 

engaged in the one-to-one programme and with the 

National Tutoring Programme. Please contact 

Deacon Lynch for one-to-one issues and Mr Woollatt 

for the NTP issues, if there are any. 

Please ensure that the students sign into the 

google lessons using their school account 

through their school email.  

Lockdown Chaplaincy 

  
There are a range of live Chaplaincy initiatives to 

engage with whilst we’re in lockdown. The whole-

school 'Assembly Live’ is at 12.15pm every 

Wednesday on our Chaplaincy YouTube Channel - 

YouTube.com/theChaplaincy/live. There’s also a live 

'Morning Motivation’ every day at 8.15am on the 

channel to help us get ready for a day at school/work 

- consider it a mental commute. Deacon Liam is also 

using the Instagram platform to release daily prayers 

and reflections which can be watched or read at 

instagram.com/DcnLiam or by following @DcnLiam if 

you have an Instagram account. We hope these 

resources will be helpful and encouraging for our 

students and parents, but also for siblings that may 

not be students here, but are still very much part of 

the community. 

GCSE & GCE Exams 

 
I am delighted to report that the Maths and English 

GCSE retake results were released on Thursday and 

all students entered improved by one or more grades 

with one student moving from a 5 to a 7 in their 

subject. I would like to congratulate all the students 

who successfully participated in those retakes. 

Further information has been released regarding 

BTEC exams later this year. These exams have now 

been cancelled and the students involved have been 

contacted by their teacher. The Government is 

starting a consultation with Ofqual to finally decide 

how the assessments will be calculated. The certainty 
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we have is that results are going to be heavily reliant 

on teacher assessment. There will be internal tests in 

school for Year 11 and Year 13 and obviously 

students need to take these very seriously as they will 

be part of the assessment tools the teachers will use 

along with classwork, and any homework that is 

requested. It is not too late for any student to turn 

things around, get your head down and work hard. 

Academic Review Dates for Spring and 

Summer Terms 2021 

Here are the dates for the Academic Reviews for next 

term:  

Tuesday 19th January - Year 13 

Thursday 11th February - Year 12 

Thursday 25th February - Year 10 

Wednesday 3rd March - Year 7 

Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

These Academic Reviews will continue to be online. 

This week we had the Year 11 ARD. This review was 

conducted by the subject teachers in 4 minute slots. 

We had 17 teachers working from school and I 

managed to visit those teachers to see how things 

were going. I was very pleased with the engagement 

I found with purposeful discussions between parents 

and teachers. All feedback on your experience of 

these online meetings will be greatly appreciated. The 

feedback from Year 9 parents was excellent and 

allowed us to adapt future Academic Reviews for the 

better. 

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 


