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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you all had a very peaceful Christmas and 

New Year and were not too affected by COVID-19.  

It has been a real pleasure to welcome your 

children back to school following the Christmas 

break. They have returned with cheerfulness and 

positivity (although this may not have been your 

experience when the alarm went off in the 

morning!) and are already settling down to the 

rhythms and routines of structured learning and 

sociable breaktimes.  

LATERAL FLOW DEVICE TESTING AND FACE 
COVERINGS  
 
I would like to commend all our students for the way 

they have engaged in the LFD testing and the 

wearing of face coverings. Their positive attitude 

and acceptance of these measures alongside their 

commitment and engagement in the classroom is a 

real privilege to observe. Please make sure your 

child has spare masks with them, as we have a 

limited supply for emergencies only. All students 

who have been in school this week have received 

more LFD testing kits. Please ensure that they 

continue to test twice weekly at home and report 

results to the Government's website and report any 

positive results to school using the 

covid@joa.herts.sch.uk email address. You will 

have heard in the news that the latest guidance 

announced by the Prime Minister earlier this week 

is that you no longer need a PCR test to confirm a 

positive lateral flow test result. Therefore, a positive 

lateral flow test marks the beginning of your seven-

day period of isolation. Provided that on day six and 

seven tests are negative, and have been taken 24 

hours apart, normal activities including returning to 

school can resume on day seven.   

YEAR 11 ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY - 12TH 
JANUARY 2022  
 
The Year 11 Academic Review Day (ARD) will 

take place next Wednesday 12th January.  In order 

to facilitate this the students will be dismissed at 

2.00pm and the school buses have been arranged 

to collect students at this time.   

For information, other key dates for this term are as 

follows: 

• Tuesday 18th January: Year 13 ARD - more 

information regarding this will be sent to parents 

in due course. 

• Wednesday 2nd February: Year 12 ARD 

• Monday 14th – Friday 18th February: Spring 

Half Term 

• Monday 21st February: Staff Development 

Day (school closed to students) 

• Thursday 24th February: Year 10 ARD 

• Wednesday 16th March: Year 7 ARD 

• Tuesday 29th March: Year 8 ARD 

• Friday 1st April: End of Spring Term (3:25pm) 

MESSAGES FROM THE PFA 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our 

fundraising efforts in 2021.  On January 11th at 

7.30pm we will be hosting our first meeting of the 

year to discuss and plan our 2022 fundraising 

activities.  If you would like to join our meeting, 

email pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk for the virtual dial in 

details or send us any suggestions you have on 

fundraising activities, we would love to hear them. 

Throughout the year we also have ongoing 

fundraising activities, see below for more 

information: 

• Sign up to easyfundraising, every time you shop 

online our PFA gets a donation on your behalf 

at no cost to you, sign up here, through this 

initiative we have so far raised £4,286. 

• You can also sign-up to our online school lottery 

by visiting: 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result
mailto:covid@joa.herts.sch.uk
mailto:pfa@joa.herts.sch.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcPfa/
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• https://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk/lottery/sch

ool/st-joan-of-arc. 

• We also sell new starter stationery packs 

@£25ea, which include everything needed for 

school, you can purchase these via the pta-

events platform. 

• In addition, the PFA have created an ‘Invest My 

Community’ page, where you can make a small 

donation to some of the projects we are 

sponsoring, to find out more 

visit: https://app.investmycommunity.com/fundr

aise/st-joan-of-arc-catholic-secondary-school-

parents-and-friends-ass-2366.  

 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

In 1939 the reluctant King George VI gave a 

Christmas speech broadcast on radio to a nation 

that was again at war. A reluctant King as he was 

not meant to be King - his older brother abdicating 

a year earlier. George VI was not known for his 

public speaking due to his severe speech 

impediment. 

Yet elements of the speech he gave are perhaps 

as relevant to us now as it was to those hearing the 

words for the first time in 1939. As war began again 

in September of that year, so soon after the Great 

War that had devastated many families, many 

would have experienced similar thoughts to what 

many of us might be feeling as we experience wave 

after wave of COVID. Even though the devastation 

of two world wars is in many ways incomparable to 

the impact of Coronavirus, it's the closest 

experience that many alive today can relate to. 

The King began his speech with his own words, 

before concluding with the words from a poem 

allegedly handed to him by his 13-year-old 

daughter, Princess Elizabeth (our Queen), written 

by Christian author Minnie Haskins. 

A new year is at hand. We cannot tell what it will 

bring. If it brings peace, how thankful we shall all 

be. If it brings us continued struggle, we shall 

remain undaunted... 

I said to the man who stood at the Gate of the Year, 

‘Give me a light that I may tread safely into the 

unknown.’ And he replied, ‘Go out into the 

darkness, and put your hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be better than light, and safer than a 

known way.’ 

'May that Almighty Hand guide and uphold us all.' 

Let us pray that we would again reach out to hold 

the hand of God in 2022, and not wait for life to 

return to how it was. Let us take this opportunity to 

return to our Catholic faith with renewed vigour this 

year.  

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

With every blessing for the week ahead 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 
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