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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

We have now completed the first full week in school 

and as I mentioned last week our students have 

made an extremely positive start to this term. In 

assemblies this week I have been sharing with 

them some of the work of the Anglican Archbishop 

Desmond Tutu who died on 26th December last 

year. He was a man of great inspiration, serving 

Christ and his people in one of modern history’s 

most challenging times, and yet he was able to 

present in the simplest of ways how we all can have 

an impact on the world around us. We focused on 

two specific quotes of the Archbishop: 

“What you do where you are is of significance” and  

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those 

little bits of good put together that overwhelm the 

world.”  

There are times when all of us can feel despondent, 

when we struggle to see the impact of what we do. 

Perhaps throughout 2022 these two quotes can 

inspire all of us to keep going even when the impact 

of our actions is not immediately obvious.  

CHANGES TO THE TESTING REQUIREMENTS 
FOLLOWING A POSTIVE LATERAL FLOW 
TEST AND CHANGES TO THE PERIOD OF 
SELF-ISOLATION 
 
On Tuesday of this week the Government 

introduced a temporary pausing of the confirmatory 

PCR following a positive lateral flow test.  

This change is informed by public health advice. 

With high COVID-19 rates, the risk of a positive 

LFD result being false is very small.  

From Monday 17th January, anyone with COVID-19 

in England can end their self-isolation after 5 full 

days, as long as they test negative on day 5 and 

day 6. 

We also emailed information to you earlier this 

week regarding missed COVID vaccinations and 

boosters and how your child can catch up with the 

vaccination programme via the walk-in vaccination 

centres.  

YEAR 13 ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY - 18TH 
JANUARY 2022  
 
The Year 13 Academic Review Day (ARD) will take 

place next Tuesday 18th January.  In order to 

facilitate this the students will be dismissed at 

2.15pm and the school buses have been arranged 

to collect students at this time. 

PARKING AT SCHOOL PICK-UP TIMES 
 
As you are aware, parking outside school is very 

limited and can be potentially dangerous when 

there are so many cars parked in such a small area, 

especially with the number of students who are 

leaving school at the end of the day. In addition, the 

shortage of space is resulting in some parents 

parking in a way which is also inconsiderate to 

local residents. We are very blessed with very 

tolerant and indeed, supportive and understanding 

neighbours and it is essential that we 

reciprocate this support and understanding by 

ensuring that when parking we do not park across 

residents' drives or the grass verges. Doing so is in 

keeping with our school ethos of following the 

example of Christ of putting others before 

ourselves.  

If you do need to pick up your children from school 

at 3.20pm can I urge you to take advantage of the 

one-hour free car parks which are only a short walk 

from the school.  

Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PFA 
 
With the new year ahead, we will be planning some 

exciting PFA events which we will keep 

you updated on nearer the time.  However, in the 

meantime there is a way to keep supporting us and 

that is through the easyfundraising scheme.  These 

donations make a BIG difference to our school, it 

only takes two minutes to sign up and 4,500+ 



 

Week 17:  14th January 2022 

2 

 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG   T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mrs Bernadette O’Hanlon M.A., FCCT 

shops will donate for free, every time you shop with 

them!  Visit: easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcpfa 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 

In Sunday’s Mass we will hear the well-known story 

of Jesus’ first public miracle - turning water into 

wine at the wedding party at Cana. In this miracle 

we gain an insight into how Jesus seeks to be a 

part of our lives. In this scene the wedding hosts 

have run out of wine. This would have been a 

cause of great shame on the newly-weds and their 

parents and caused the celebration to end 

prematurely. In steps Jesus. At the request of his 

mother, he provides not only enough wine for the 

celebration to go on, but the best wine - which the 

hosts are praised for. 

This is how the grace of sacramental, Catholic 

marriage is meant to play out. We commit to love 

another, but even with the best will in the world, 

sometimes we just run out - we’re not able to give 

the other what they deserve. In steps Jesus - to 

give us the reserves to love another ‘until death do 

us part’. And not ‘just enough’ but the very best of 

love. 

This does not only apply to marriage. Jesus wants 

to be a part of our every-day, whatever state of life 

we find ourselves in. In our parenting, in our jobs - 

wherever we feel like we’re ‘running out’. Let us 

open ourselves to receive his grace more fully and 

receive from him the very best. 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

I would like to thank Deacon Liam for his work to 

support our community in responding to the Pope’s 

Synodal consultation. This is open to all of us who 

are members of the Catholic Church, regardless of 

the level of our engagement. If you have yet to 

respond to the questionnaire that Liam has sent to 

all families you can click on this link  

https://forms.gle/9zKjL1V3QEyQxtJ27 

I am aware that as parents and carers you can 

receive several communications during the course 

of the week and this can be at times quite 

overwhelming. However, especially during these 

COVID times we do have to contact you quickly 

with vital information, often information we have 

been asked to share by outside agencies, such as 

Public Health and the NHS. To reduce the level of 

communication, I am going to reduce the frequency 

of the Headteacher’s Newsletter to fortnightly so 

there will not be a Friday newsletter next week.  

With every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Headteacher 

https://deref-mail.com/mail/client/htWxXTh6s-8/dereferrer/?redirectUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fderef-mail.com%2Fmail%2Fclient%2FVD4RRRXitcY%2Fdereferrer%2F%3FredirectUrl%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fderef-mail.com%252Fmail%252Fclient%252F-5-cjBvQOGI%252Fdereferrer%252F%253FredirectUrl%253Dhttp%25253A%25252F%25252Ft.e.easyfundraising.org.uk%25252Fr%25252F%25253Fid%25253Dh3d8574ad%25252C29146c1f%25252C25950543%252526p1%25253Dstjoanarcpfa
https://forms.gle/9zKjL1V3QEyQxtJ27

