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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

The Third Sunday of the Epiphany 

 

Jesus called ordinary people to follow him and they 
left what they were doing behind. Their lives were 
changed for ever as they listened to his teaching and 
decided that what he said made sense. Today Jesus 
still calls people and they respond to his message. 
They too find that in the midst of a chaotic and 
confused world, Jesus gives to them peace and joy. 
Jesus offers timeless truth and as we listen to his 
words we are drawn into the love of God. It really does 
make sense to take time in the midst of our busyness 
to listen afresh to Jesus. This is one thing that really 
does deserve our attention as those first followers 
quickly realised. 
 

Fr Jim Duffy 

 
It was with regret that the news came of Fr Jim Duffy’s 
passing away on 28th December 2020 in Watford 
General Hospital following a stroke. The school 
remembers Fr Jim for the service he offered as one 
the Governors and as the Chair of the Governors for 
a time. His humour and kindness shone through and 
he was able to inspire the students of St Joan of Arc 
with his thoughtful masses and kind outlook. His 
sermons were filled with lovely anecdotes and jokes 
and the students appreciated this very much. His 
advice to the students was wise and 
uncompromising. He will be sorely missed by all who 
knew him. Please find attached the eulogy from Fr 
Jim’s funeral. 

 
Week in school 

 
School has been busy with lots of live lessons being 
delivered and students working really hard. The 
teachers are working hard to continue to 
deliver lessons and attendance at the lessons is 
good. I think students and staff are becoming used to 

the current situation and the regularity and 
consistency of following the timetable is helping 
everyone cope. Keep up the good work. 
 

There will be a parent and student survey in the 
coming days and the school would appreciate as 
many parents and students completing the surveys 
as possible, so we can get a sense of everyone's 
experiences during remote learning and the 
lockdown. 

Please ensure that the students sign into the google 
lessons using their school account through their 
school email.  

 
Lockdown Chaplaincy 

  
Our ‘Morning Motivations’ and daily prayer 
opportunities continue on our Chaplaincy YouTube 
channel and Instagram. Each ‘Assembly*Live’ 
features live guests - this week we had Miss Gray and 
some Year 7 students sharing their advice for those 
in Year 7 and who aren’t having the first year in 
secondary school they expected. Next week we will 
be speaking to some students who missed out on 
sitting exams last year in Year 11 and Year 13 and 
get their advice on adjusting to the unexpected. 
  

youtube.com/theChaplaincy 

instagram.com/DcnLiam (@DcnLiam) 

 
PFA and careers 

 
Mr Ritchie, the lead in careers advice and support for 
the school, has worked very hard on developing an 
excellent careers support department at St Joan of 
Arc. The PFA supported Mr Ritchie in gaining the, 
‘The Quality in Careers Standard’. This recognises 
the outstanding work that Mr Ritchie has done. I know 
that Mr Ritchie would like to thank the PFA and all 
colleagues who worked with the careers team to 
achieve this recognition. Well done Mr Ritchie.  

 
GCSE and GCE exams 

 
The consultation period is open until the 29th January 
and this gives parents, students and staff the 
opportunity to have their say. This is an important 
consultation and will have a bearing on what 
assessments will look like for Year 11 and Year 13. I 
would suggest, the more opinions and views that the 
DfE and OFQUAL get the better the decision they  
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may take.  Please see attached document from the 

school with the link to the consultation, or press here 

 

Academic Review Dates for Spring and 
Summer terms 2021 

Here are the dates for the Academic Reviews for next 
term:  

Thursday 11th February - Year 12 

Thursday 25th February - Year 10 

Wednesday 3rd March - Year 7 

Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

These Academic Reviews will continue to be online. 
This week we had the Year 13 ARD. This review was 
conducted by the subject teachers in 4 minute slots. I 
was very pleased with the engagement I found with 
purposeful discussions between parents and teacher. 
All feedback on your experience of these online 
meetings will be greatly appreciated. 

Lockdown Bake Off Challenge 

 
Over a period of 10 weeks (to the end of March) we 
have joined forces with our canteen who have 
devised a selection of recipes and areas of baking to 
focus on – very much “Great British Bake Off” style.  
 
Each section runs for 2 weeks and it is simple base 
recipes which students, staff and parents may well 
want to use at home to develop new skills or simply 
have some fun in the kitchen. 
  
Week 1 starts on Monday 25th January 2021 with 
Bread but you can join in when you wish.  We are 
asking students to send in photos to the School on 
the email cafe@joa.herts.sch.uk of their baking for 
that week. 
 
The Winners of each round will be in with a chance to 
win one of two prizes at the end of the Challenge. The 
judges for our school are Phil - Head Chef in the 
canteen and Mrs Walker - Head of Food 
Technology.   Students can use their own recipes, 
not just the ones sent in the pack. 
 
Week one kicks off with bread and the details will be 
shared with students via the school website and Form 
Teachers. 

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/8BYI4T/
mailto:cafe@joa.herts.sch.uk

