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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany  

 

This Week in School 

It has been a busy week in school with students 

working hard on their remote lessons and teachers 

working hard delivering the lessons. I would like to 

thank everyone for keeping going. We have one more 

week and then we can all have a well-earned rest. I 

would like to thank the students of critical workers at 

school for their engagement. I appreciate that this is 

strange for those students to be in school when the 

school is so empty. I would also like to thank the 

support staff that have been working and taking care 

of the students at school. This releases the teachers 

to be able to deliver effective lessons online.  

 

We had a very good response from both the Student 

and Parent / Carer surveys that were shared last 

week, thank you. The outcome of the survey 

demonstrated a very high level of engagement and 

satisfaction with students’ responses for all the 

questions in the survey. It is reassuring to know that 

students feel the work is easily accessible and 

communication with teachers and support is 

acknowledged as being strong. Students can rest 

assured that the school will look at any issues raised 

from the surveys and will continue to strive to make 

the content and provision as good as we can make it. 

The Parent / Carer survey was even more positive 

with responses all being in the high 90%. Keeping 

parents informed of Covid situation received 100% 

good or very good. I am very pleased that Parents / 

Carers feel the school is keeping you all well informed 

during these ever changing times.  Hopefully we will 

be back in school soon and there will be no need for 

another survey, but if lockdown continues, the school 

will come back to students and parents to ensure that 

what we are offering meets the needs of the students. 

 

Next Friday 12th February the school is going to offer 

a wellbeing afternoon to all staff and students. 

Lessons will run as normal up to period 3. TCT will 

follow, then the afternoon lessons will be a variety of 

enrichment activities that students can tap into. 

Further information about what is expected and what 

activities will be available will be shared early next 

week. This is a thank you to all of our students and 

staff for their hard work this half term. Our mental 

health is essential at these times and I hope you all 

enjoy whatever activity you choose to do. 

 

The Year 12 Academic Review will take place on 

Thursday 11th February. Lessons will end at 2:00pm 

to facilitate the event. This is a remote parents 

evening happening on School Cloud. Parents need to 

ensure they make appointments on School Cloud. 

 

This Wednesday our Year 12 History students had an 

outreach live session with members of the Oxford 

University History Faculty that gave students the 

opportunity to work on challenging primary source 

material on the Mongolian Empire. In addition they 

also could explore History degrees at Oxford and the 

University application process more widely. Thank 

you to Mr Cooper for arranging this event. 

 

Year 9 options are fast approaching. This is a very 

important time for all our Year 9 students. A letter 

explaining the process has been sent to parents. The 

school will offer the support and guidance it always 

does at this time. 

 

Following half term there is an inset day at school on 

Monday 22nd February 2021. The school will be 

closed to all students including Critical Worker 

children. Teachers will not be delivering lessons on 

this day. 

Please ensure that the students sign into the Google 

lessons using their school account through their 

school email. 
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COVID Information 

The Lateral Flow Tests continue at school for staff 

and the key worker students with no cases to report. 

Thank God.  

 

We await further information from the Government 

regarding the reopening of schools. February 15th is 

a date suggested for more information. The aim is still 

the 8th March although the nature and speed of return 

is still to be discussed. 

 

The school still has an obligation to track and trace 

students that contract Covid19 during the first 48 

hours of the half term break. Obviously this only 

applies to students that attended school the week 

before half term. The email that parents contact is: 

covid@joa.herts.sch.uk  If your child was NOT at 

school the previous week you do not need to contact 

the school. 

Lockdown Lunches and Meal Plans 

Change4Life have created recipes and shopping lists 

for families which can be used to create lunches for 

around £15 each week. 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/ch

eap-lockdown-lunch-ideas 

Pupil Support 

JustTalk young people’s COVID-19 webinar – 17 

February 2021 

  

Following the success of the young people’s COVID-

19 webinar last year, Public Health Hertfordshire 

have arranged another follow up session. 

Hertfordshire’s 11-19 year olds are encouraged to 

take part in this free event on Wednesday 17th 

February, 11:30am-12:30pm. 

  

This is an ideal opportunity for young people to listen 

to reliable information from the panel members below, 

who will be talking about some of the anxieties many 

people are experiencing and answering questions 

and concerns raised by young people living in 

Hertfordshire: 

 

 Councillor Tim Hutchings 

Cabinet Member for Public Health & Prevention 

 Councillor Terry Douris 

Cabinet Member for Education, Libraries & 

Localism 

 Dr Alison Frater 

Public Health Consultant 

 Liz Shapland 

Deputy Education Services Director (Secondary) 

Herts for Learning 

 Tania Rawle 

Head of School Standards and Accountability, 

Education, Children’s Services 

  

Young people can submit questions ahead of time, by 

sending into JustTalk@hertfordshire.gov.uk. There 

will also be a chat function, so questions can be 

submitted live during the webinar. There is no need to 

book or pre-register, simply visit 

www.justtalkherts.org/coronaviruswebinar on the 

day. 
  
Academic Review Dates for Spring & Summer 

Terms 2021 

Here are the dates for the Academic Reviews for next 

term:  

Thursday 11th February - Year 12 

Thursday 25th February - Year 10 

Wednesday 3rd March - Year 7 

Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

These Academic Reviews will continue to be online.  

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 
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