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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

I would like to start this week by congratulating all 

the students on how well they have settled into the 

new school term. The level of engagement in 

lessons and learning activities throughout the 

school has been excellent to date and I have been 

particularly impressed, as have our staff, in the 

manner our new students in Year 7 have blended 

into school life so quickly and with such 

enthusiasm. 

The second round of Lateral Flow Testing has been 

taking place throughout the week and once again, 

the students are to be thanked and congratulated 

by the mature and considered approach they have 

taken with these important tests. Please remember 

that it will be important for all students to continue 

undertaking 2 LFT’s each week as part of our 

control measures to do all we can to ensure 

reducing the risk of a Covid outbreak within the 

school. 

GENERAL ROUTINES 

As it is the start of a new term all students have 

been reminded of our expectations: that students 

at St Joan’s will always try to do their best, be 

polite, well mannered, respectful and wear their 

uniform with pride. The importance to always work 

hard and try to always produce their best work, 

even when they may find learning challenging, is a 

key foundation to future success, because 

developing our personal resilience to never give up 

is an essential life skill for us all.  

As a school, we know from many years of 

experience the value and importance of resilience 

in all aspects of a child’s development. Those 

students who work with an honest consistency and 

rise to every challenge, finding ways to keep going 

and overcome those challenges, are always our 

most successful students when GCSE, A Level and 

Degree results are announced. 

 

 
PUNCTUALITY 
 

Punctuality is very important, particularly as our 

school day starts with a lesson at 8:45am. Please 

ensure students plan to arrive early, ideally being 

on site by 8:35 to give time for students to go to 

lockers or use the toilets before the start of lessons. 

This is also useful as if for any reason they are 

delayed, they will still have a chance of arriving 

before the start of lesson 1. 

We understand that there are times where 

situations beyond a student’s control may result in 

late arrival to school, for example if a school bus 

has arrived late. However, this is actually quite rare 

and we are informed by TfL and our Coach Service 

if they are experiencing significant disruption to 

their service. Should a student be late therefore 

without a valid reason, students will be required to 

attend a ‘late detention’ on the same day. 

OPEN EVENTS FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 
 
We are already making plans and preparations to 

welcome large numbers of visitors to the school 

who wish to consider St Joan’s as the secondary 

school of choice for their children at our Open 

Events on the evening of Thursday 7th and the 

morning of Friday 8th October. 

To facilitate these events, school will close slightly 

earlier on Thursday 7th to enable the school to be 

prepared to receive our visitors and allow students 

to go home and have some rest and food before 

many of them will return to support the activities 

and events taking place during the Open Evening. 

Whilst the evening officially starts at 6:00pm, 

students are expected to be back on site at 5:30pm 

to be ready for the evening which will end at 

9:00pm.  

On Friday 8th October we hold an ‘Open Morning’ 

where parents can view students participating in 

lessons. The Sixth Form Student Executive, Sixth 

Form Community Volunteers and students form 

other years will be expected to assist with visitor 

tours of the school on Friday morning. School will 
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close after the ‘Open Morning’ has finished at 

12:30pm to facilitate staff training. Thank you in 

anticipation of your support. 

Our school website already has several useful 

short video presentations about school life at St 

Joan's and a virtual tour of the school facilities to 

assist families, as much as possible, with the key 

information prospective applicants should need to 

help you make the best decision for your child.  

For any of our current parents who are planning to 

make an application for a sibling to join us in 

September 2022, our Admission Policy and 

Supplementary Information Form are available on 

the ‘Admissions’ section of our website for you to 

download.  Alternatively, please ask your child to 

collect an Admission Pack from the student 

reception. 

PARKING NEAR THE SCHOOL 

Traffic outside of St Joan’s is very busy at the start 

and end of the school day. Staff are on duty to help 

ensure the students enter and leave the school 

safely and in an orderly manner. If parents are 

dropping off or collecting children, please be 

considerate of our local residents when parking 

near to the school. Do not park on the yellow lines 

or close to the pedestrian crossing. There are 

several local car parks close to the school which 

provide safe pick up and drop off areas and are 

easier to get in and out of rather than having to 

always drive all the way through the high street 

which can be very congested at these times. 

SUPPORTING EFFECTIVE STUDY IN YEARS     
10 & 11 
 

On Thursday 16th September, we will be holding an 

information evening on Zoom for parents/carers of 

Year 10 and 11 students, which will provide key 

advice and guidance on how to support your 

children through their GCSE and Key Stage 4 

courses, along with guidance on how to help make 

studying more effective in the home environment. 

The link to access the meeting at 6pm on Thursday 

16th September is:- 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81949103316 

The main presentation of the evening will be led by 

Elevate Education - an international leader in 

research and education, whose high impact 

seminars and workshops help students improve 

their study techniques, increase motivation, build 

confidence, and lift exam performance. 

 CHAPLAIN’S CORNER FROM DEACON LIAM 
 
In the assemblies this week I shared the research 
of Dr Daniel Buettner into the five places around 
the world that have unlocked the secrets of "a long, 
healthy and happy life". These 'Blue Zones', 
despite being spread far and wide across the globe 
share much in common in their way of life. They 
move more - not at the gym but in everyday actions 
like cleaning the house, grocery shopping and 
mowing the lawn. Whilst elsewhere else we employ 
cleaners, get the shopping delivered and cover our 
lawn with artificial grass to give us more time, yet 
Dr Buettner suggests this lack of activity could be 
taking 10 to 15 years off our lives. The people of 
Blue Zones don't just live longer but also remain 
active long into their 80s, 90s and even 100s - the 
centennial oyster divers of Okinawa as one 
example. Other key factors for living longer and 
remaining free from diabetes, heart disease and 
mental health disorders include eating fresh, local 
and plant-based food and remaining social and 
connected to family and the wider community. 
 
Another key cultural consistency in all Blue Zones 
is that there is a priority for spirituality and the 
habitual and routine practice of stopping daily to 
think, pray, meditate and contemplate. Allowing 
them to experience peace and purpose at every 
stage of life. In last Sunday's Gospel, Jesus 
commanded the ears of a death man to 'be 
opened'. Daily spiritual practices like those 
experienced across the Blue Zones, whether in the 
new-age trends of California to the Buddhist 
philosophies of Japan, and including the Catholic 
traditions of Sardinia and Ikaria, Greece, allow us 
to open ourselves to a greater experience of peace, 
purpose and prosperity. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81949103316
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Let us ask Jesus to help us create our own little 
Blue Zone of longevity, health and happiness 
through a renewed commitment to our own 
spirituality... and gardening, grocery shopping and 
cooking from fresh! 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead, 

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 


