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Weekly Newsletter 

I would like to start this week by congratulating 

the students on how well they have adjusted to 

the new school systems that we have adopted 

since the start of term. The level of engagement 

in lessons and learning activities across the 

school has been excellent to date and now more 

than ever, it is vital that all students ensure the 

work completed now is to the best of their ability 

as it will lay the foundations for success later in 

this academic year and future years. The 

students have also responded fantastically to the 

new timetable, one-way systems and other 

control measures we have put in place to reduce 

the risk of transmission of Covid-19 and I would 

like to thank them, and you, for your support with 

these measures that are essential for everyone’s 

safety. 

There are a few aspects of the new control 

measures we have all been asked to adopt that I 

would request you reinforce with your children. 

Largely, these are ones where the school has 

less direct influence as they happen away from 

the school premises. Whilst travelling on public 

transport, including the school coaches operated 

by Davies Coaches, travellers over the age of 11 

are required to wear a face covering. Over the 

past week we have received several 

communications from both TFL and other 

commuters about our students who are either not 

wearing face coverings or wear them to board 

the train or bus and then remove them once they 

are on board. We have been notified by TFL that 

from Monday, Inspectors and Transport Police 

will be travelling on the network and they will 

issue fines to travellers not complying with this 

requirement. We are also starting to receive 

complaints from shops and pedestrians around 

the Rickmansworth area that groups of students, 

more than 6, are congregating and blocking the 

footpaths or walkways.  

Punctuality is very important, particularly now 

that the school day starts with a lesson at 

8:45am. Please ensure students plan to arrive 

early, then if for any reason they are delayed, 

they will still have a chance of arriving on time. 

Coronavirus symptoms in children 

Since the return of children to schools at the start 

of September, there has been a lot of media 

coverage of the impact this is having across 

educational establishments, the Health Service 

and the Testing Units up and down the country. It 

is vitally important that as the country is now seeing 

a daily rise in cases, that we are all following NHS 

advice and taking responsibility for our own actions 

to reduce the possibility of transmitting the virus. If 

your child should become unwell, there may be 

several reasons for this including seasonal 

ailments such as a cold or a sore throat and you 

should treat these as you would normally do so. 

However, a child or adult who develops any one of 

the following symptoms, should be considered as a 

potential coronavirus case. A New Continuous 

Cough: this means coughing a lot for more than an 

hour, or three or more sustained coughing 

episodes in 24 hours. A Fever: (Temperature of 

37.8’C or higher). A child will also feel hot to touch 

in the chest or back. A Loss or Change to Sense 

of Smell: this means that the child has noticed that 

they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell 

or taste different to normal. If your child is unwell 

with one or more of these symptoms, they must 

not come into school and you should seek 

medical advice.  

Open Events for prospective students 

At this time of year, we are usually making plans 

and preparations to welcome large numbers of 

visitors to the school who wish to consider St 

Joan’s as the secondary school of choice for their 

children. Regrettably, due to Covid-19 and related 

Government guidance which restricts large 

gatherings, we are unable to hold our annual Open 

Evening and Open Morning events this year for 

prospective families. We know many families 

attend Open events when their child is in Year 5, 

and if you were able to do that last October, you will 

already have gained a good understanding of our  
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ethos, ambition and school. However, the school 

will also broadcast a live 'Open Evening' event on 

Thursday 8th October at 6pm. More details 

regarding how to follow this will be available on the 

school website soon. Our school website already 

has several useful short video presentations about 

school life at St Joan's and a virtual tour of the 

school facilities to assist families, as much as 

possible, with the key information prospective 

applicants should need to help make the best 

decision for their child.  

For any of our current parents who are planning to 

make an application for a sibling to join us in 

September 2021, our Admission Policy and 

Supplementary Information Form are available on 

the ‘Admissions’ section of our website for you to 

download.  Alternatively, please ask your child to 

collect an Admission Pack from the student 

reception. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

At St Joan’s, we have regularly supported the 

annual ‘Macmillan Coffee Morning’. Led by the 

Sixth Form students and staff it has always been a 

memorable occasion.  Last year was our record-

breaking year when we raised the impressive sum 

of £1,012.75.  

The event this year is due to take place on Friday 

25th September, but unfortunately, due to the 

current restrictions we will be unable to support the 

event this year in the same way in which we have 

done so in the past by students baking cakes for 

resale in school during break and lunch time. 

However, we appreciate that this is a difficult time 

for all charities who have been significantly affected 

by a reduction, and in many cases complete 

removal, of their funding activities. As a school we 

would still like to make a donation to Macmillan 

Cancer Support because of the fantastic work and 

support they provide for those affected by 

cancer. We would therefore like to ask you to 

consider making a donation, possibly equivalent to 

either the cost of the ingredients that may have 

gone into the cakes that would have been baked, 

or the money that would have been spent buying 

them.  

Please consider making a donation to this excellent 

cause. You can do so through your child’s Parent 

Pay account facility which can be accessed via the 

‘My Child at School’ app. Any amount will be greatly 

appreciated, and we thank you for your support. As 

a school, we are already looking forward to hosting 

the event next year and making it even more of a 

memorable occasion in 2021. 

Please remember that the school will be closed on 

Monday 21st September for a staff training day 

where we will be focusing on our provision for 

remote education should we need to reintroduce 

this at any future stage for either partial, short-term, 

or long-term closure of the school. 

Other future staff training days and school closure 

dates can be found on the school website via this 

link: 

Term dates 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 

ahead. 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/301/term-dates

