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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Lent 

 

Lent starts next week as we begin our journey to the 

most important time of the year for our faith. Ash 

Wednesday falls on the 17th February, in the middle 

of half term. Usually the school would conduct a 

service to distribute the ashes and the students would 

have time to reflect on the meaning of Lent and the 

importance of sacrifice and reconciliation. When the 

students return to school following half term, Deacon 

Liam will lead and support students through Lent, 

hopefully in person in the not too distant future.   

Thank you 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

students and staff for all of their hard work from the 

Autumn half term to Spring half term. During this time 

I have been Head of School while Mr Sweeney has 

been working at the Diocese. I have endeavoured to 

lead the school to ensure that students enjoy school 

and continue to make progress, particularly during the 

challenging times of lockdown. I have been supported 

by a fabulous team of staff across the whole school 

and by the engagement of the students in their live 

lessons. I will step down to Deputy Headteacher 

following half term and Mrs O’Hanlon will take over 

the role of Head of School. I know she will do a 

fabulous job and will continue to keep the child at the 

centre of all we do here at St Joan of Arc. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank all the parents who took 

the time to send a note of thanks to the staff here at 

school. We share these messages with all the staff. I 

hope you realise the impact this has on the staff 

morale. During ‘Feelin Good’ week, students have 

also been sending messages of thanks to staff and 

telling them how great they are, again, thank you to 

the students, this makes such a huge difference to all 

staff. 
 

This Week in School 

The MFL Department is still very much engaged with 

our Italian exchange partners in Macerata, Italy. 

Thursday saw Miss Torrini and Mrs Perotti's Year 9 

classes in a virtual meet up where both the Italian and 

our own students took part in a quiz on their carbon 

footprint, not only practicing their Italian but 

completing a cross-curricular activity in a foreign 

language! We are very excited that we are able to 

maintain our strong friendship with our Italian friends.  

After half term, the remaining Year 9 Italian classes 

will be able to have a similar experience, once again 

highlighting the importance of communicating in a 

foreign language where we can continue to broaden 

our horizons, even during Lockdown. 

 

‘Feelin Good’ week has been running this week and 

there have been a series of actions and activities set 

up by Deacon Liam for students and staff to be 

involved in. It has been a very successful week and 

the ‘Potato Challenge’ was a particular favourite of 

mine. I loved the potato snake that was 100% edible. 

I think students have enjoyed the activities that were 

finished off today with an enrichment afternoon where 

students were able to join in with whatever activity 

they liked.  The resources will remain online primarily 

through the Chaplaincy YouTube channel 

YouTube.com/theChaplaincy should you wish to use 

them in the future. Here you will also find our previous 

online assemblies, PSHEE Lessons and Catholic Life 

resources. 
 

School will close for half term from Monday 15th to 
Friday 19th February and will reopen on Tuesday 23rd 
February to Critical workers children. All other 
students will be expected to login as usual from home 
and follow their timetable.          
 

http://youtube.com/theChaplaincy
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Monday 22nd February is an INSET day and there will 
be no online lessons as all staff will be engaging in 
the training day. 

Please ensure that the pupils sign into the google 

lessons using their school account through their 

school email.  

Lockdown Bake-Off Challenge - Update 

Congratulations go to our 1st round winners: 

 

Aine Schnell - 7 Campion 

Isobel Constable - 7 Frances 

Sofia Costa - 7 More 

 

Pancakes 
 

Round 2 started on Monday 8th February 2021 with 

Pancakes - you are not too late to join in and don't 

need to have entered last fortnights challenge. 

 

We are asking students to send in photos to the 

School on the email cafe@joa.herts.sch.uk of their 

baking for that fortnight. 

 

The winners of each round will be in with a chance to 

win one of two prizes at the end of the challenge.  

The judges for our school are Phil - Head Chef in the 

canteen and Mrs Walker - Head of Food Technology.  

Students can use their own recipes, not just the ones 

sent in the pack. 

 

Details will be shared with students via the school 

website and form teachers. 

 

Lockdown Lunches and Meal Plans 

Change4Life have created recipes and shopping lists 

for families which can be used to create lunches for 

around £15 each week. 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/ch

eap-lockdown-lunch-ideas 

Pupil Support 

JustTalk young people’s COVID-19 webinar – 17th  

February 2021 

  

Following the success of the young people’s COVID-

19 webinar last year, Public Health Hertfordshire 

have arranged another follow up session. 

Hertfordshire’s 11-19 year olds are encouraged to 

take part in this free event on Wednesday 17th 

February, 11:30am-12:30pm. 

  

This is an ideal opportunity for young people to listen 

to reliable information from the panel members below, 

who will be talking about some of the anxieties many 

people are experiencing and answering questions 

and concerns raised by young people living in 

Hertfordshire: 

 

 Councillor Tim Hutchings 

Cabinet Member for Public Health & Prevention 

 Councillor Terry Douris 

Cabinet Member for Education, Libraries & 

Localism 

 Dr Alison Frater 

Public Health Consultant 

 Liz Shapland 

Deputy Education Services Director (Secondary) 

Herts for Learning 

 Tania Rawle 

Head of School Standards and Accountability, 

Education, Children’s Services 

  

Young people can submit questions ahead of time, by 

sending into JustTalk@hertfordshire.gov.uk. There 

will also be a chat function, so questions can be 

submitted live during the webinar. There is no need to 

book or pre-register, simply visit 

www.justtalkherts.org/coronaviruswebinar on the 

day. 
 

Parental support 

 
Parents want to support their children back into the 

world. They are a little unsure and know that their 

children will need to be resilient to deal with 

uncertainty and bounce forward in the best way – we 

can help. 

 

Bounce Forward’s Raise Resilience programme has 

supported over 2,500 parents and their children, up 

and down the country, during lockdown and as we 

navigate this extraordinary moment in our history. 

 

We now have an opportunity to offer this 

programme to parents working or living in 

Hertfordshire for FREE!   

http://click.email.edenred.co.uk/?qs=cb1de30577c3148d0fdc7a0bafb4d319725f0a09dc734228d355fa54c081631b477d526acbcbfa3e29726cbb5e858b11b773c14b6a85f026
http://click.email.edenred.co.uk/?qs=cb1de30577c3148d0fdc7a0bafb4d319725f0a09dc734228d355fa54c081631b477d526acbcbfa3e29726cbb5e858b11b773c14b6a85f026
http://www.justtalkherts.org/coronaviruswebinar
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Please see the attached flyer which links through to 

the webpage – I have also included the direct 

webpage link below for you. Please do share this with 

your parents and help us support as many as possible 

during this difficult time. 

Raise Resilience for parents in Hertfordshire - 

Bounce Forward 

Supported by Hertfordshire County Council 

Bounce Forward (Please see attachment for further 

information). 

  
Academic Review Dates for Spring & Summer terms 

2021 

Here are the dates for the Academic Reviews for next 

term:  

Thursday 25th February - Year 10 

Wednesday 3rd March - Year 7 

Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

These Academic Reviews will continue to be online.  

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mr G Doyle – Head of School 

 

https://bounceforward.com/raise-resilience-hertfordshire-parents/
https://bounceforward.com/raise-resilience-hertfordshire-parents/

