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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you and your families have been able to have 
a restful half term break away from electronic devices 
and home learning.  

This has been a busy week with the anticipated 
announcements from the Government regarding the 
easing of lockdown and the return to school for 
students as well as the announcement from the DfE 
and Ofqual regarding GCSE and A level grades for 
this year’s Year 11 and 13 students - more about 
these later in the newsletter.  

Staff and students have been very busy in other ways 
which reflect the typical cycle of the school calendar. 

Our Lenten journey has now begun 

Students were able to participate in the celebration of 

the Eucharist celebrated by Fr Damian in their 

PSHEE lesson on Tuesday. In his sermon Father 

Damian reminded us of the three Lenten themes of 

fasting, almsgiving and prayer, as we engage on our 

Lenten journey and why they are so important for the 

relationships we have with God and each other. This 

was followed up by Deacon Liam in the whole school 

assembly on Wednesday where he gave us some 

practical ways we can build these three acts of love 

and commitment into our daily lives. Liam also 

launched our Lenten 40 day challenge - #JOA40 - 

which is attached to this newsletter. You can find out 

more about the challenge by watching the assembly 

on the chaplaincy YouTube channel 

www.youtube.com/theChaplaincy. You will also find 

the challenges posted each day at 

Instagram.com/DcnLiam (@DcnLiam). 

Duke of Edinburgh training 

I am always amazed that in spite of the restrictions 

that this pandemic has brought to us all, just how 

many organisations and individuals have found 

creative ways to ensure that activities for young 

people are able to continue in spite of the challenges 

that they face. This is no less true for the Duke of 

Edinburgh Award. I am thrilled that Mr Naylor and his 

team have been able to ensure that 68 Year 9 and 

Year 10 students were able to continue their training 

on Tuesday. Schemes such as these are so important 

to support the development of confidence and self-

worth of our young people, enabling them to develop 

a range of skills which will be of value not just now but 

for the rest of their lives.  

Year 12 and 13 Student Met Head of Nutrition 

for England’s rugby’s men’s team this week 

On Wednesday afternoon, our Year 12 and Year 13 
Sport students were joined in their online lesson by 
Graeme Close, who is Professor of Human 
Physiology at Liverpool John Moore’s University. 
Graeme is also currently the Head of Nutrition for the 
European Golf Tour and England Rugby's men's 
team.  
 
Graeme has travelled the globe providing some of the 
world's top athletes with advice on their diet and 
nutrition, but took time out on Wednesday to spend 
an hour answering the questions of our enthusiastic 
Sixth Formers as part of their careers in sport 
outreach. The PE Department would like to thank 
Professor Close, on behalf of the school, for his 
insightful presentation and say a huge well done to 
our students who represented the school 
impeccably.  

 
Year 9 Vaccinations 

On Thursday we were able to welcome Year 9 

students back to school for a brief period of time so 

that they were able to have their vaccinations. It was 

lovely to be able to catch up with a number of them. I 

know that some felt both strange and good to be back 

on the school premises (albeit for an injection,) but 

they were very clear that they are really looking 

forward to getting back into school. I would like to 

thank Mrs Sibley and her team of volunteers for the 

smooth running of the process and also to thank 

parents for your support in ensuring that your children 

came in at the right times and were respectful of the 

need to adhere to the lockdown regulations.  

Lockdown bake off challenge - Update 

Congratulations go to our 2nd round winners: 
Colin Odoom - 9 Ward 
Joe Messere - 8 Theresa 
Aleisha Peprah - 7 Campion 
 
Also a special mention to Aine Schnell 7 Campion 
who was runner up and has been a winner for 2 
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weeks in a row! These students are in with a chance  
to win prizes at the end of the competition provided 
by Accent, our catering company. Prizes include; The 
Great British Bake Off cookbook, some baking 
equipment and a logo apron. 
 
Our third lockdown bake off focuses on BISCUITS!  
Closing date is the 5th March - all entries to be sent 
to cafe@joa.herts.sch.uk with name and form. Full 
information is available from tutors and the school 
website. 

 

Year 9 Options – Remote Drop-Down Day 

 

On Friday 5th March we have arranged a remote drop-
down day for Year 9 students to enable them to 'drop-
in' and explore option subjects prior to making their 
GCSE option choices.   
 
This will inevitably involve a number of teachers 
(those who teach option subjects at Key Stage 4) and 
as a consequence, these teachers will not be 
available to deliver 'live' Google Meet sessions during 
periods 2-5 on Friday 5th. 
 
Where teachers are unavailable for Year 7, 8, 10, 11, 
12 and 13 classes, they will schedule Google 
Classroom learning tasks to go 'live' in line with the 
school timetable.  All students should check their 
Google Calendar at the start of the day as usual as 
'live' sessions will run where possible (for example in 
all Maths, English and RE lessons).  Where Google 
Meet sessions are not scheduled, then students 
should visit the respective Google Classroom to 
access the work set. 
 

Online Safety - Resources from the DfE 

 
The Department for Education has recently updated 
its guidance for parents to help keep  their children 
safe while online - you can access the guidance by 
clicking on this link: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronav
irus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online 

 

Finally, the 2 big announcements of the week – 

returning to school and examination grades for 

Years 11 and 13 

You will be aware that schools are able to start 

welcoming students back to face to face learning from 

Monday 8th March, following mass testing. You will 

have already received an email asking you to return 

two forms to school, giving us your consent to test 

your children. Whilst not being tested doesn’t prevent 

your child attending school, the DfE has asked 

schools to encourage parents to allow their children 

to be tested in order to reduce the risk of students who 

are asymptomatic passing the virus on to others. I ask 

that you return the forms to school as soon as 

possible by the end of Monday so that we can finalise 

the arrangements for the return to school and 

classroom based lessons and share these with you 

by the end of Tuesday. The email with these forms 

attached was sent to parents on Tuesday 23rd 

February. Remember to check your junk box if you 

can’t see this email in your inbox.  

With regards to the announcement made by the DfE 

and Ofqual, I will write to parents of students in Years 

11 and 13 separately explaining the implications of 

the arrangements for awarding grades. Nevertheless 

it continues to be the case that students need to do 

the best they can, acting upon the feedback of their 

teachers in order to develop their knowledge, 

understanding and evaluative skills in order to 

achieve the best grades possible.  

Academic Review Dates for the Spring Term 
2021 

 
Here are the dates for the Academic Reviews for this 
term:  

 
Wednesday 3rd March - Year 7 
Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

These Academic Reviews will continue to be online.  

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 
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