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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Approaching the 3rd Sunday of Lent  

In this Sunday’s Gospel we see Jesus showing His 

dismay and frustration with the way the temple had 

become a place of sales and profits for those selling 

animals for the temple offerings and profiteering from 

the exchange rates set by the money changers. His 

controlled anger at the exploitation of worshippers 

was driven by his passion of love, a love of the people 

being exploited but also for those whose behavior 

was tainting their relationship with God.  By turning 

over the tables and driving people out of the Temple with 

a whip, Jesus was making it clear that He loved His 

Father, whose house they were in, and He loved the 

people enough to passionately rebuke the sin that they 

were committing.  The ultimate goal of His action was 

their conversion. The Gospel challenges us to consider 

which aspects of our behaviours may be tainting our 

relationship with God but it also encourages us to 

consider where we might use our righteous anger to 

challenge injustices and exploitations which demean the 

dignity of others.  

Review of our Remote Provision for Teaching 

and Learning  

On Tuesday, as part of a wider All Saints Catholic 

Academy Trust review, a number of staff met with 

Linda Hardman, District School Effectiveness Adviser 

from Herts for Learning to review the provision we 

have provided for all students during this lockdown. 

Linda explored with staff how we have developed, 

since last summer, the school’s capacity to ensure all 

students are able to experience the full curriculum, 

including pastoral support and the Catholic life of the 

school. We were able to use the parental and student 

surveys as well as the emails from yourselves and 

your children to share with Linda the extent to which 

provision has moved since last year. We will receive 

a written report in a few weeks’ time but the verbal 

feedback from Linda was extremely complimentary. 

She used the word “inspirational” to describe some of 

the ways students have been able to engage in 

activities which have channeled their creativity and 

nurtured their aspirations. I would like to thank all the 

staff involved in the review and for the continued 

support and feedback you have given all the staff 

during this lockdown.  

Year 9 Options 

Lockdown has challenged us to rethink the way we 

usually do things in school and this has been 

particularly true of Year 9 Options. Last week we 

uploaded onto the school website short films from all 

option subjects which offer a course at Key Stage 4. 

If parents haven’t had a chance to look at the videos 

click on the link below. 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/1531/-year-9-options-2021-  

Today Year 9 students were able to drop into 

departments to get a sense of what it is like to study 

the subjects they are interested in. Next Wednesday 

afternoon we are holding an event on SchoolCloud to 

further support Year 9 students and their parents as they 

choose the subjects they will continue to study at Key 

Stage 4. To facilitate this, Year 9 lessons will finish at 

the end of Period 4.  

I would like to thank Mr Woollatt and the staff who 

were involved in both initiatives. 

Public exams and the outcome of the Ofqual 

consultation 

As I referenced in last week’s newsletter there are 

changes to how the present Year 11 and Year 13 will 

be awarded their final grades. I have written a 

separate letter to parents of students in Years 11 and 

13 to explain how grades will be awarded, the 

evidence that will be used and the way we intend to 

ensure that students are able to produce further 

evidence between now and the end of their time with 

us.  

Next week’s return to school    

We are so looking forward to welcoming your children 

back into school – it seems so long ago since we were 

sending them home wishing them a happy Christmas 

as they walked out of the school gates!  

I appreciate your patience and support while we 

finalised the plans for the return to school and the 

testing programme which were sent to you earlier this 

week. Please refer to this with regards to timings of 

the tests for your child and the expectation of wearing 

face coverings, which will be reviewed at Easter by 

the DfE.  

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/1531/-year-9-options-2021-
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We recognise there will be mixed emotions about the 

return to school for the children and yourselves and 

we understand that. Deacon Liam and I will be talking 

about this in the live whole school assembly on 

Thursday morning. We will be encouraging everyone 

to reflect on all that they have learnt about themselves 

and others and considering how we can take this 

learning and build on it in the coming months. Our 

focus will be very much on reconnecting with each 

other. Learning Coordinators will be continuing this 

theme in their year group assemblies. There has been 

much in the media about the “covid generation” and 

how much their lost education will impact on their 

futures. This is not how we want out children to be 

defined. It has been difficult in different ways, for 

some but not necessarily all, but engagement with 

learning, with the wider curriculum and school life at 

St Joan of Arc has been outstanding. Naturally we will 

need to support students where they have not been 

able to grasp all that they have been taught, but we 

will not be following a rigorous programme of catch 

up, which will only serve to undermine students’ 

confidence and increase anxiety. Our focus is to build 

on where they are at, nurturing the whole person. We 

know through numerous studies that emotional 

wellbeing is fundamental for academic achievement. 

Dr John McMullen, Educational Psychologist and a 

senior lecturer at Stranmillis University College and 

Queen’s University Belfast, wrote in one of the 

newspapers this week: 

Our children are so much more than the pandemic 

they have lived through. They shouldn’t be 

pathologised for displaying normal reactions to 

abnormal events. It’s important to remain hopeful for 

our young people and to help them to hope. Put 

simply, if our kids keep being told that they are the 

“Covid generation”, helpless victims in a “tsunami” of 

mental illness, at some point they are going to 

believe it. Alternatively, if we reassure them that “it’s 

really hard, but it will pass, it’s going to be OK”, 

maybe they will believe that instead. 

The majority of students won’t need counselling 

post-lockdown. They will benefit from getting back to 

the structure, stability, predictable routine and clear 

expectations of school. And then they will 

need space to play. At every age and stage, play is 

essential. 

And this is the starting point of your child’s return to 

school. As always do let us know of anything which 

will help us support your child by contacting their form 

tutor.  

Academic Review Dates for the Spring Term 2021 

The date of the last Academic Review for this term is:  

Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

This Academic Review will be online.  

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 

 


