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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome Back! 

How wonderful this week has been, seeing your 

children returning to school, initially for their first of 

three lateral flow tests to be done in school and then 

yesterday when they returned to school for face to 

face learning. Conversations with many of the 

students, as well as seeing them engaging in the 

classroom learning, indicates just how keen they are 

to be back in school. I hope your conversations at 

home reflect this.  

In the whole school assembly, we had to mark the 

beginning of our return, Deacon Liam focused on St 

Joseph. This year marks the 150th anniversary of the 

Church’s declaration of St Joseph as Patron of the 

whole Church and so this year has been designated 

the Year of St Joseph (which began on 8th December 

2020 and will run to 8th December 2021). Deacon 

Liam explained the importance of St Joseph as a role 

model for us all in challenging circumstances, as he 

mirrors the values in those who we have grown to 

appreciate during the pandemic – those values found 

in those who quietly, away from the limelight, exercise 

patience and steadfast support, offering hope every 

day. In this, they resemble Saint Joseph, “the man 

who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 

presence,” who nonetheless played “an incomparable 

role in the history of salvation.” 

I explained to the students just how proud we are of 
them, proud of the way they have engaged in their 
online learning and the way they have responded to 
the restrictions that had been put in place during all of 
the lockdowns. We reflected on the way these 
restrictions on our lives have challenged us to find 
ways to do things differently and to recognise the 
importance of accepting that simply just surviving a 
challenge is in itself is a significant success. We 
recognise that there will be understandable worries 
for some, and everyone has been encouraged to 
seek support if they need it and to look out for each 
other. I have encouraged all students to ensure that 
they keep a balance in their lives between academic 
learning and pursuing all those passions and interests 
that are essential for their development - sport, music, 
art, drama and so many other activities.   
 

Please do get in touch with form tutors or other 
members of the pastoral team if there are still some 
anxieties which have yet to be eased.   

 
Homework 

 
As we ease students back into the classroom as well 
as supporting their wellbeing, embedding good habits 
and routines we have taken the following decision 
regarding homework. No homework will be set for 
Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 for the next two weeks with the 
exception of the subjects listed below*. Homework 
tasks will be set for Year 12 which should be 
completed during their timetabled independent study 
sessions. Homework for students who have 
upcoming assessments for end of year qualifications 
(so, all Year 11 and Year 13, but also some Year 10* 
and Year 12** students in identified subject areas) will 
be revision and learning tasks that enhances learning 
and building confidence without overloading.  
 
*Y10 - Creative iMedia   
**Y12 Further Maths, Core Maths, Applied Science 
 
All homework tasks which are set for those in Years 
10 - 13 will be recorded on Show My Homework (even 
if it is to simply redirect to Google Classroom).  This 
way, both you and your child will be clear as to what 
needs to be done at home. After Easter, we will return 
to a more established pattern of homework for all.   

 
Lateral Flow Testing  

As you know testing started on Monday and to date 
1850 tests have been carried out. Thank you for your 
support in consenting to the tests and ensuring your 
child arrived at school at the allocated time. I would 
also like to express my thanks to the team of testers, 
a combination of support staff, invigilators and 

parents led by Mrs Sibley, 
School Matron, for the 
efficient operation of the 
testing process. A 
considerable amount of 
planning and training 
went into preparing for 
this task and I am grateful 
to the whole team and the 
way that the students 
responded to the whole 
process.  We have now 
started the second round 
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of testing. All three tests will be completed by 
Thursday 18th March. Students will be given their 
home testing kits when they have their third test.  

 
Lockdown Bake-Off Challenge – Update 
 
If you recall the latest challenge was baking biscuits.  
Congratulations go to our 3rd round winners: 
 

• Aine Schnell - 7 Campion 

• Phoebe O'Shea - 8 Theresa 

• Charlie Wileman - 10 Theresa 
 
Aine Schnell in 7 Campion has been a finalist in every 
round so far!  
 
The Cake winner will be announced next week.  
These students are in with a chance to win prizes at 
the end of the competition provided by Accent, our 
catering company. Prizes include:- The Great British 
Bake-Off cookbook, some baking equipment and a 
logo apron. If anyone has yet to don an apron our final 
lockdown bake-off focuses on Showstoppers! 
  
Closing date is 2nd April - all entries to be sent to 
cafe@joa.herts.sch.uk with your name and form. Full 
information is available from your form teacher or on 
the school website. 

 
PFA’s St Patrick’s Day Raffle 

Even though the usual 

PFA events which are 

always extremely well 

supported have not been 

able to take place this 

year, the PFA continues to 

find innovative ways to 

raise vital funds for 

school. This month they 

have arranged a raffle to 

mark St Patrick’s Day. 

There are 2 fabulous 

hampers on display in 

reception, both filled with a range of favourite Irish 

produce. If you would like a chance to win, please 

take a look on our Jumblebee page: 

www.jumblebee.co.uk/stpatricksdayraffle  

Many thanks to the PFA for their continuous and 

tireless commitment to providing the school with the 

funds to purchase those important extras which go to 

provide our children with an enhanced experience as 

part of the wider curriculum.  

Staff News  

On Monday we said goodbye to Mr Feasey, the 

school’s Library Manager, who is relocating to Devon. 

Mr Feasey joined St Joan of Arc in May 2015 and has 

made a significant contribution to the wider school 

curriculum - encouraging students to engage with the 

world that is to be found between the covers of a 

book, ensuring the books in the library are current and 

reflect the interests and the needs of all students, as 

well as making his own contributions to the 

bookshelves of the library, having had two novels for 

young people published during his time with us.  He 

has also supported staff and students beyond the 

library as well, from helping the PE department with 

rugby coaching to being part of the Lateral Flow 

Testing team.  We thank him for all that he has 

contributed and wish him well with his move to Devon.  

Calendar Change – Advanced Warning 

As a consequence of the changes to the grading 

process for this year’s GCSEs, A levels and 

vocational courses, it is essential that the teaching 

staff have a period of quality time to standardise and 

moderate the evidence which will be used by the 

examination boards to award the final grades. So that 

we do not have to release teachers from their 

teaching timetable, we are going to move the planned 

Staff Development Day on Friday 25th June to 

Wednesday 19th May. School will be closed to 

students on this day to allow for moderation to take 

place. Students will be expected in school on Friday 

25th June. It is very rare that we have to make 

changes to the published school calendar but I am 

sure you will agree, these are exceptional 

circumstances.  

Academic Review Dates - Spring Term 2021 

The date of the last Academic Review for this term is:  

Tuesday 23rd March - Year 8 

This Academic Review will be online.  

Wishing you every blessing. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 

http://www.jumblebee.co.uk/stpatricksdayraffle

