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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

As we approach Easter 

 
Today the whole school took part in the celebration of 
the Eucharist which was filmed in the Crypt of 
Westminster Cathedral and watched by staff and over 
90,000 students across the diocese. The main 
celebrant was Fr Chris Viper.  
 
To remember that we are a part of something far 
bigger than ourselves, to join with other communities 
with Christ at our core, helps us to remember what it 
means to be part of the one body, that St Paul writes 
about in his letter to the Corinthians – we are many 
parts but one body.  
 
You can watch the recording of the Mass by clicking 
on this link https://youtu.be/fkxsXind5DY 
 
The Cardinal has also sent a video message to all 
who belong to school communities - students, 
teachers, senior leaders and governors. You can see 
the Cardinal delivering his message by clicking on this 
link   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZhe7WKW0EE  

 
Lateral Flow Testing over Easter and reporting 
positive cases 
 
Please ensure that your children continue using their 
home kits to test twice weekly including the Sunday 
before the beginning of next term. If your child does 
test positive anytime up until 1st April, please contact 
school via the covid@joa.herts.sch.uk email address 
so that we can inform parents of children who will 
have been in close contact and will have to self-
isolate. You must then arrange for a PCR test. The 
result of the PCR will override the result of the LFT so 
if it comes back negative we must again be informed 
via the school’s COVID email address so that we can 
inform parents that their children can stop self-
isolating.  

 
PE uniform for the summer term 
 
You will recall that Mr Simpson, Curriculum Leader for 
PE, wrote to you explaining that students were to 
come into school in their school PE kit on the days 
they have PE. I have attached to this newsletter the 
expectations of what should be worn. Anything else is 

not acceptable. Students are ambassadors of St Joan 
of Arc as they travel to and from school. Smart 
uniform whether it is the school PE kit or the usual 
daytime uniform says much to members of the public. 
I thank you in anticipation of your support.  

 
Raising money for Helen and Douglas House - 
Grace’s Legacy Fundraising 
 
Many of you will remember the extraordinary bravery 
of Grace as she lived with cancer, and sadly passed 
away last November. Monday 12th April would be 
Grace’s 15th Birthday and to commemorate this we 
are supporting the family’s fundraising for Helen and 
Douglas House, the hospice where Grace spent the 
last stages of her life. Each year the hospice requires 
£3.4 million to offer the support and comfort to young 
people and their families as they deal with the impact 
of terminal cancer. Over 80% of this funding comes 
from charitable donations.  

 

 
 
To support Helen & Douglas House and to celebrate 
her birthday, Grace’s family are selling silicone camo 
blue/white wristbands. These can be washed with 
soap and water so they are COVID safe. Grace’s 
hashtag #KeepGoingForGrace is written on the 
bands. We are also asking students to wear 
something blue, Grace’s favourite colour, on Friday 
16th April. The blue item can either be socks, hair 
scrunchie, ribbon, scarf, shoe laces or t-shirt. If you 
wish to support this fundraising event we ask that you 
make a donation of £3 (or more if you wish) via 
ParentPay – click on: Grace’s Legacy Fundraising. 
Deacon Liam and the Sixth Form Executive will 
distribute the wristbands to all those who have made 
a donation. ParentPay is now set up and donations 
can be made from this point until Friday 16th April.  

 
Staff who are leaving us this term 

 
Today we say goodbye to Ms Walters who joined the 
Art department on a fixed term three-month contract. 
Meeting students for the first time through remote 
teaching is a challenge, especially when it is not 
always possible to see 
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student’s faces. In spite of this Ms Walters has been 
able to ensure that students continue to engage and 
develop their artistic skills. For this we thank her and 
wish her well for the future. 
 

Mrs Francis also leaves us today as she begins her 
maternity leave. We wish her well and look forward to 
hearing about the new addition to the family.  

 
And staff who are joining us at the beginning of 
next term  

 
We welcome Ms Wilson (Art) who joins on April 12th, 
Mrs Twyman joins as a Teaching Assistant on April 
13th and finally, Mrs Lynott will be re-joining St Joan's 
on Thursday April 15th to cover Mrs Francis’ maternity 
leave.  

 
Parking outside of school 

  
Can I please remind you to park your cars with due 
consideration when collecting your children from 
school. We have had several calls from local 
residents asking that parents park with care and do 
not park across driveways. We also request that cars 
do not block access to and from the school car park.  
At the moment car park fees have been suspended in 
the car parks near to school. I encourage you to park 
in these designated places to reduce the congestion 
immediately outside school.  

 
A message from Miss Gaughan 
 

An incredible effort was made by some of our Year 7 
and 8 students who really went the extra mile and 
produced some fabulous pieces of works from the 
Half Term Virtual tours. It was such a pleasure to see 
such creativity among our younger students and it 
was great to provide them the opportunity to shine like 
stars! It was with great joy to issue them with prizes. 
There will be another opportunity for you to also shine 
like a star and show off your creative talents. I am 
happy to announce there will be another Virtual Tour 
competition for the Easter Period for all students to 
enter in Years 7 to 9. This time you can take your 
minds to another Country. The deadline for your entry 
is Friday 16th April. The information has been sent out 
to parents and is also on SMH for students in Years 7 
to 9. Please do not hesitate to ask questions by 
emailing Miss Gaughan at 
tgaughan@joa.herts.sch.uk. Good luck and have a 
wonderful peaceful Easter, God Bless.  

 

Finally, I also would like to wish you every Easter 
blessing.  

 
Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 


