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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back 

 
It is good to be welcoming your children back at the 
beginning of term especially as it is coinciding with the 
positive moves to reopen many aspects of our lives, 
giving us all a sense of hope for the coming months. 
Needless to say, we still have to ensure that we 
adhere to all our systems of controls. In school this 
means continuing to wear masks, in class and 
communal areas, washing and sanitising hands on a 
regular basis, sanitising desks in the classrooms, 
using the one way systems, cleaning and 
quarantining shared equipment and regular self-
testing and reporting of Covid-19 cases.  
 
Now that the hairdressers and barbers are open can 
I please ask that you ensure that haircuts are in-
keeping with the school uniform code – not shorter 

than a grade 2 - shaved heads, stenciled, or spiked 
hair are not acceptable. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in this regard.  
 

As we continue to celebrate Easter 

 
My assembly this week focused on the challenge the 
disciples faced accepting that Christ had indeed risen 
from the dead – that the impossible was not only 
possible but a reality, a truth. Not only was this a 
challenge for the early Christians but it can also be a 
challenge for us today. I shared with the students the 
different ways we can show the people we come in 
contact with that the risen Christ is very much among 
us through our acts of kindness and understanding in 
interactions with others.  
 

Raising money for Helen and Douglas House - 
Grace Gaskell’s legacy 

 
 

Many thanks to all those who have made a 
donation to support the work of Helen & Douglas 
House. Throughout this week a number of students 

and staff have been wearing 
fundraising wristbands with 
Grace’s hashtag 

#KeepGoingForGrace and 
students have been wearing 
something blue today. We are 
keeping the Parentpay 
account open over the 
weekend, for this fundraising 
event, so if you would like to 
make a donation please do so 
before we close at the end of 
Monday. So far parents and 
students have raised over 
£500.  

 
Rickmansworth Pavement Art  

 
As part of the celebration 

for the reopening of 

many shops in 

Rickmansworth High 

Street, a number of our 

Sixth Form students 

were invited to produce 

some pavement art 

outside a number of 

shops including Sinclair 

Gallery, Deli No 122 and 

Trend and Thomas. 

Their work engaged 

members of the public who spent time watching the 

pieces of artwork develop, giving the students the 

experience of working on a different medium with 

people watching. The owner of Deli No 122 said, 

“What a great bunch of students you have and so 

talented, we love our frog and the comments from all 

the passers-by were 

brilliant, he’s the star of 

our Instagram and the 

High Street.” Well done 

to our Year 12 artists – 

Mia Ruocco-McMahon, 

Alessandro Casali, 

Marvel Thomas, Oliver 

Gomm & Sona Mathew 

and thank you to Mrs 

Henderson for 

coordinating this with 

Sinclair Gallery. We 

look forward to seeing 
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more pavement art created by our students in the 

future.  

 
 
 

 
 
The term ahead 

 
The summer term is always a busy one as we 
complete the final preparations for public 
examinations, work towards end of year assessments 
for Years 7-10 and 12, prepare to say goodbye to 
students in Years 11 and 13, and welcome the Year 
6 - soon to be Year 7 cohort. This term will still 
continue to have much of this, but with noticeable 
differences around the assessing of Year 11 and 13 
students. As you know there will be no public exams 
but a series of internal assessments which will be 
moderated and, used alongside other key pieces of 
evidence, so that the examination boards will be able 
to award the students their grades in August. We wish 
all our students who are engaging in these 
assessments the very best.  
 

It has been such a positive start to the term. Walking 
around the school this week it has been very 
encouraging to see commitment to learning across all 
year groups and this has been commented on by 
several visitors, who have had tours around the 
school. The positivity, engagement and laughter 
around the school makes St Joan’s a joyous place to 
be. 
 

Reporting student absence 

The text message system for reporting a child’s 
absence is currently not working.  Therefore, please 
only report an absence by email at 
admin@joa.herts.sch.uk or by calling the absence 
line number which is 0844 239 3351 - press option 
1 to leave a message. 
 

Important calendar date 

Please be aware that the school has an INSET day 
on Wednesday 19th May.  The school will therefore 
be closed to students on this day. 
 

Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 
 
Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 
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